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2 Corinthians 2:14  

Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the 

fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 

• A triumph, among the Romans, was a public and solemn honour conferred on a victorious 

general, by allowing him a magnificent procession through the city. 

• Returning home after glorious victories, they would lead their captives along the streets of the 

capital 

• He was preceded by the senate and magistrates, musicians, the spoils of his victory, and the 

captives in fetters; and followed by his army on foot, in marching order 

• Jesus is our commander and we share in his victory and conquest. 

Colossians 2:13 -15 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He 

has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses. 14 having wiped out the 

handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out 

of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15 Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a 

public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it. 

 

How does a triumphant life look like? 

1. Victory over fear 

2Timothy 1:6-8  This is why I remind you to fan into flames the spiritual gift God gave you when I laid 

my hands on you. 7  For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and 

self-discipline. 8  So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don't be ashamed of me, 

either, even though I'm in prison for Him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me 

for the sake of the Good News.  

 

• Fear robs us of what can be, especially the fear of man. 

• Fear causes you to run when no one is chasing after you. 

o It causes you to react irrationally – fear of losing your husband will cause you to lose 

sleep whenever he is away on business 

o Fear of lack causes you to hold on to the little that you have  

• Fear is described as False Evidence Appearing Real – what has feared stopped you from 

doing. 
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• Paul is highlighting things that hinder us from becoming what God has called us to and one 

of them is this thing called fear and timidity - these two are like twins that exist right next to 

each other. 

• Fear is the same as faith but working in the opposite. When faith says it is possible, fear of 

failure says it can’t be. 

• We cannot afford to be friends with fear because you become its prisoner ultimately 

• When you know you are perfectly loved, you will not be afraid of being vulnerable with your 

spouse, your kids will not be afraid of you 

1 John 4:18 - There is no fear in love, but perfect love drives out fear, because fear involves 

punishment. The one who fears has not been perfected in love. 

 

 

2. Victory over self 

• The Bible teaches us that self is “the Flesh” the “I” or the “Carnal mind”. It is the Devil 

working in the soul (self).  

• The Self-life is the greatest enemy to the Christ-life in the believer  

“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 

the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Galatians 5:17. 

 

• Paul confesses in Romans 7:18, “In me that is my flesh dwells no good things”  

• Peter said in Luke 5:8, “depart from me for I am a sinful man.”   

Colossians 3:5 Put to death, therefore, the components of your earthly nature: sexual immorality, 

impurity, lust, evil desires, and greed, which is idolatry. 6Because of these, the wrath of God is 

coming on the sons of disobedience.… 

• The issue of putting to death the flesh is a personal decision that you and have to make. 

• It emanates from our standing we have in Christ and our response to the finished works of 

Calvary brings us to a state of dying to self.   

• Self can remain concealed under many forms of goodness. It can pray and preach like an 

angel.  

• Self is always in conflict with the spirit and always gets in the way  

Romans 8:5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about sinful things, but 

those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about things that please the Spirit. 6 So 

letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting the Spirit control your 

mind leads to life and peace. 7 For the sinful nature is always hostile to God. It never did 

obey God's laws, and it never will. 8 That's why those who are still under the control of their 
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sinful nature can never please God.  

 

 

• It can be gracious and generous. It can appear righteous and godly but it mars and spoils all 

it touches. 

a. Debilitating sin 

b. Ungodly habits  

c. Anger and rage 

d. Forgiveness and bitterness    

 

3. Victory over the world 

1 John 5:4 For everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory that has overcome 

the world, even our faith. 

• What is the world that is being spoken, is it the physical earth we can see, is it the people in 

or it is something deeper than that? 

1 John 2:15 – 17 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 

love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the 

eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world is 

passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever. 

• John uses the term world to refer to the evil, organized system under Satan, which operates 

through unbelieving people who are opposed to God 

• You are in the world but you are not of the world 

• Worldliness is the love for passing things 

• Your calling is to befriend worldly, sinful people without being corrupted ourselves – is this 

even possible. The answer is a resounding yes! 

• The answer lies with living life with a mission 

Matthew 10:16 "Look, I am sending you out as sheep among wolves. So be as shrewd as snakes 

and harmless as doves. 

 

 

4. Victory over Relational issues 

• Our calling as believers is to live in peace with all man – given to us is the ministry of 

reconciliation. 
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Romans 12:16-21 Live in harmony (accord, synchronised, agreement) co with each other. Don't 

be too proud to enjoy the company of ordinary people. And don't think you know it all! 17 Never 

pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that everyone can see you are honourable. 

18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone. 19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave 

that to the righteous anger of God. For the Scriptures say, "I will take revenge; I will pay them 

back," says the LORD. 20 Instead, "If your enemies are hungry, feed them. If they are thirsty, give 

them something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals of shame on their heads." 21 

Don't let evil conquer you, but conquer evil by doing good. 

• Issues that cause disharmony among people are: 

o Pride and arrogance  

o Boastful 

o Retaliation  - wanting to level up 

o Strife and friction 

o Selfishness – Proverbs 18:1 It’s selfish and stupid to think only of yourself and to 

sneer at people who have sense. (CEV) 

 

Philippians 2:4 Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. 

• The cure of troubles among the people of God is to be more concerned with the interests of 

others than with the things of our own lives 

• One of the quickest ways to destroy relationships is having a mouth that is out of control – 

your tongue is a powerful weapon 

James 3:5-12 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny 

spark can set a great forest on fire. And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of 

wickedness, corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by 

hell itself. 7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8 but no one can tame 

the tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and 

Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been made in the image of God. 10 And so 

blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is 

not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter water? 12 Does 

a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can't draw fresh water from a 

salty spring. 
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5. Victory over every form of poverty  

• Usually when we talk about poverty, the first thing that comes to mind is lack of food, 

shelter and clothes. 

• Yes that is one aspect of it but poverty is very pervasive – you can have everything that you 

need but suffering from mental poverty. 

• Poverty of the mind is very dangerous because it can do more harm than physical poverty. 

Colossians 1:19-21 For God in all His fullness was pleased to live in Christ, 20  and through Him 

God reconciled everything to Himself. He made peace with everything in heaven and on earth by 

means of Christ's blood on the cross. 21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You 

were His enemies, separated from Him by your evil thoughts and actions. 

• You are a product of your thoughts and what you think about, you will eventually bring 

about 

• When you are impoverished in your thoughts, you will ultimately become poor in your 

actions.  

• That is why we need to think about goodness 

• Philippians 4:8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix your thoughts on what 

is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable. Think about things 

that are excellent and worthy of praise. 

 

• Poverty of the spirit is a big one -  this is the one where your life is separated from God.  

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

• Living life in separation from God is a human tragedy  

Ro 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

• When it comes to physical poverty, God never promised that everyone is going to be rich but 

He promised to provide all our needs 

Philippians 4:19 And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus. 

 

2Co 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all 

sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 

 

6. Victory over your past  
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• Every child God needs to shake off the paralysis of past failures and the stagnation of past 

successes. 

• You past successes can be your greatest enemy for you to attain your next level of greatness. 

When success is not handled well, it can breed complacency  

• Paul deals with the past in a certain way 

Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I 

may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count 

myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and 

reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14  I press toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

• He leaves the past in the past – this can be helpful with dealing with issues of guilt and 

shame as result of past issues 

• Your past does not define your future and what you are becoming. 

Lu 9:62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit 

for the kingdom of God." 

• Being stuck in the past disqualifies us from apprehending the future with confidence 

 


