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INTRODUCTION 

We have just came out of a series dealing with the Holy Spirit – it was a time of being grounded in the 

foundation upon which the early church was founded upon. 

If we are to be a victorious church, we have to pattern what was done by the most successful church of 

all times – the early church. 

• The spread of the Christian church in its earliest centuries is one of the most amazing 

phenomena in all of human history 

• Humanly speaking, the odds were all stacked against it 

• The church was considered a religio prava , an illegal and depraved religion 

• It was unthinkable that a small, despised movement from a corner of Palestine could move out 

to become the dominant faith of the mighty Roman Empire 

When the church was birthed, God started a project of building an environment in which the church 

could thrive and expand. 

The early church was firmly rooted as a community and everything that came out was a result of the 

type of a community that was built there. 

That brings me to introduce to you our brand new series for the coming weeks. The title of the series 

is:  

 

A LIFE GIVING COMMUNITY 

 

We took the initiative to firstly introduce the church to the person of the Holy Spirit because without 

Him you cannot conceive things of heaven. 

With the help of the Holy Spirit, God wants to raise a life giving community. 

When one says a life giving community, it means there is another community that takes away life. 

There are things that a life giving community does and there are traits that are found in a life taking 

one. 

In the coming few weeks, we are going to explore together what it takes to be a community that gives 

life, that preserves life. 

As an introduction to this series, I am going to speak to you today on a message entitled “DESIGNED 

FOR COMMUNITY” 
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1. Community defined 

• In the English language, community is referred to people with common interests (refer to 

slide) 

o Hunting 

o Cycling 

o Kite flying 

o Bird watching 

• In the Spanish language, the word community is the same as COMUNIDAD, which refers to a 

love and concern that one person feels for another. This is a higher use of the word 

community. 

o It is possible to be part of an interest group that is not really interested in you as an 

individual  

• Community can also be described as a group of people held together by a common cause e.g 

people doing the same type of work, people attending the same church. 

o Saving a certain type of plant or a snail  

• The Biblical meaning of community is found in the Greek word Koinonia, translated as 

fellowship, partnership, participation, communion or contribution. 

o It indicates a two way relationship with attention placed either on the giving or the 

receiving. 

Ultimate definition 

A functional community is a group of people who have a love and a concern for each other with an 

interest in a specific cause  

 

 

 

 

2. Designed by community for community  

a) God is community  

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

• The idea of community originated in God and is a God idea.  
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• When we were talking about the Holy spirit, we learnt that the Hebrew Translation of God in 

this verse is a plural term elôhîym that refers to God the Father, God the Son and the God the 

Holy Spirit 

• God exists as three entities with an agenda to fulfil (interest, cause and fellowship). That is why 

when man was created, it took the whole community of God to agree in order for the creation 

to happen. 

Genesis 1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over 

all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 

• God the father, God the son and God the spirit work together in order to execute their will on 

earth. 

John 16:13 "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 

for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will 

tell you things to come. 14 "He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to 

you.15 "All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He will take of Mine and 

declare it to you. 

 

John 5:19 Jesus gave them this answer: "Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; 

he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also 

does. 

 

b) Man was created as community   

• God created you as a community – You are a spirit that lives in a body, which has a soul. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and may 

your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two edged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow 

(body), and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart  

• Through your body, you have access to the world around you - as touching the Material world 

through the five senses of ‘Sight,’ ‘Smell,’ ‘Hearing,’ ‘Taste’ and ‘Touch.’  

• Through your spirit you have access to God - The spiritual faculties of the ‘Spirit’ are ‘Faith,’ 
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‘Hope,’ ‘Reverence,’ ‘Prayer’ and ‘Worship.’ 

• Through your soul - ‘Imagination,’ ‘Conscience,’ ‘Memory,’ ‘Reason’ and the ‘Affections.’ 

• Messages are passed from the body to the spirit through the soul. 

Psalms 42: 5Why are you in despair, O my soul? And why have you become disturbed within 

me? Hope in God, for I shall again praise Him For the help of His presence. 

• In the absence of a functional community within you, it is impossible for you to function 

coherently within any other community. 

o The soul of man, that is, his affections and desires, are never directed Godward until 

after the spirit has become regenerated.  

o Man can never love God nor the things of God until he is born from above. He may 

have a troubled conscience or be so stirred emotionally that he may weep bitterly, and 

still remain dead in trespasses and in sins. 

o  When the Spirit of God illuminates the spirit of a man with divine light and life, that 

man begins to yield his affections and faculties to God. 

c) Man was created for community  

• God created you with a high affinity for community 

Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him 

a helper comparable to him." 

• Adam was placed in a garden but there was something missing – God said it was not good for a 

man to be alone. 

• In the entire process of creation, this was the first time that God called something not good. 

• I am here to mention to you that it is not good to be alone.  God designed you to function 

within a community. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12New International Version (NIV) 

9 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 10 If either of them 

falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them 

up. 11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 

12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not 

quickly broken. 

 

Leviticus 26:7 In fact, you will chase down your enemies and slaughter them with your swords. 

8  Five of you will chase a hundred, and a hundred of you will chase ten thousand! All your 
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enemies will fall beneath your sword. 

 

1 would chase 20 but the moment there were more of them, 1 could chase 100 

 

• Unfortunately, it can’t be in any type of community – Adam had animals, trees, rivers and 

mountains around him, but none of those could meet the standard of the community he 

needed to thrive. 

ILLUSTRATION 

In front here, I have a beautiful fish tank – you can see the fish swimming around with so much 

life. 

• To a human being, a community is like water for the fish, it is like oxygen to your lungs – you 

cannot live without a community. 

• Take the fish out of the water, it will die – take yourself out of community and you will 

experience a natural death. 

• The world has a culture of independence, one that is not connected with community 

• The truth of the matter is that if you want to go fast, go alone but if you want to go further, go 

with someone. 

• The type of community you belong to determines the outcome of your life – it’s a matter of 

life and death. Just think of the result of pouring acid in this water tank – it will be a matter of 

time before the fish starts dying one at a time. 

1Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."34 Awake to 

righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to your 

shame. 

 

Proverbs 13:20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools will be 

destroyed. 

• The type of fish determines the environment it needs to flourish – fresh water fish will not 

thrive in salt water. What you are called to do determines the type of community you need in 

order to thrive. 

Proverbs 27:17  As iron sharpens iron, so a friend sharpens a friend. 

• The size of fish determines the size of the water body required to contain it. You will not find 

the great white shark in a small dam – these are massive beasts that require large bodies of 
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water to thrive. 

• If you are a shark, why are you wasting your time in a pool?  

• The water around the fish carries the oxygen and some food that the fish requires – each one 

of us feeds off the community in which we find ourselves in.  

 

 


