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A lot of times when “speaking with other tongues” is discussed, it is presented in a negative 

way. That is, people often ask the question, “Do I really need to speak with tongues?” They 

speak as if “tongues” were a negative option. However, when you see the tremendous spiritual 

benefits that come to a believer through the experience of speaking with other tongues the 

question will become, “Why wouldn’t I want to speak with other tongues?” Searching scriptures 

and deciding to submit oneself to the authority of the word is the only way to clear the 

confusion and suspicion that surrounds this issue.  

 

1 Peter 3:15 But in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to articulate a 

defence to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But respond 

with gentleness and respect, 

• No man ought to entertain opinions for which a good reason cannot be given 

• every man ought to be willing to state the grounds of his hope on all proper occasions 

• A Christian should have such intelligent views of the truth of his religion 

 

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your 

God, I also will forget your children. 

 

1. Where does the misunderstanding come from? 

a) There are those who do not believe that this experience is for today.  

• The false belief makes them think the bible teaches that “tongues” have ceased. 

I Corinthians 13:8-10. Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 

whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish 

away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part. But when that which is perfect has 

come, then that which is in part will be done away. 

• There is a misunderstanding of the context of I Corinthians 13. Paul was highlighting 

the importance of functioning in all of the gifts and ministries in a spirit of love and for 

the purpose of serving and edifying others. (chapter 12 highlights the gifts of the spirits, 

chapter 14 speaks of services and edification and places chapter 13 in the middle in 

order to put the context within which the gifts should operate) 

• Love is something eternal that will last throughout eternity because God is love. 

• This comes from a misunderstanding of what is referred to by “that which is perfect.” 

o In some people’s mind the “perfect” in this passage refers to the New 

Testament Canon of Scripture.  
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o Paul tells us very clearly the time when the perfect will come (Eph. 4:13). It has 

to do with the completion of the Church that comes at the return of Christ. 

Eph 4:13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of 

God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

o At this time the mortal gives way to the immortal and the imperfect gives way to 

that which is perfect. 

o Our imperfect knowledge gives way to perfect knowledge (I Cor. 13:12)). 

o Our imperfect communication gives way to perfect communication and a new 

language of heaven. 

 

b) There are those who do not believe that this experience is for everyone  

 

I Corinthians. 12:28-30.And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second 

prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 

varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers 

of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 

 

• This passage seems to indicate that all do not speak with other tongues.  

• It also seems to indicate that all are not involved in healings and miracles. This has led 

people to conclude that this is an experience that is optional and, perhaps, not for 

them.  

• This, however, seems to contradict what Jesus said (Mark 16:17-18) and what Peter 

said on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:39). 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; they 

will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, 

it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. Mark 

16:17-18 

 

For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the 

Lord our God will call. Acts 2:39 

 

c) The confusion that is created by the different expressions of “speaking with 

tongues”  

• The only way to resolve the apparent conflict in relation to the experience of speaking 

with other tongues is to realize that the Bible actually refers to three different 
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expressions of speaking with tongues. In each verse the reader must determine from 

the context the expression of tongues to which it refers. 

1. The Evidence: Speaking in tongues as a private prayer language (I Cor.14:18). 

I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all; yet in the church I would rather 

speak five words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten 

thousand words in a tongue. I Corinthians 14:18-19 

 

2. The Gift: Speaking in tongues as one of the nine gifts of the Spirit (I Cor.12:10).  

1Co 12:10  He gives one person the power to perform miracles, and another the ability 

to prophesy. He gives someone else the ability to discern whether a message is from 

the Spirit of God or from another spirit. Still another person is given the ability to speak 

in unknown languages, while another is given the ability to interpret what is being said. 

 

3. The Ministry: Speaking in tongues as a ministry of some members of the Body of 

Christ (I Cor. 12:28-30). 

I Corinthians. 12:28-30.And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, 

second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, 

administrations, varieties of tongues. Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all 

teachers? Are all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings? Do all speak with 

tongues? Do all interpret? 

 

Study the following chart for further distinctions between these three expressions. 

Speaking with Tongues 

The Evidence, the Gift and the Ministry  

 

 

EVIDENCE GIFT MINISTRY 

Defined: 

The initial evidence of the 

Baptism of the Holy Spirit 

that becomes an ongoing 

ability used for the purpose 

of communion with God in 

private prayer and the 

edification of the one 

Defined: 

One of the nine gifts of the 

Holy Spirit available to 

every believer from time to 

time at the impulse of the 

Spirit. It is most often used 

in conjunction with the Gift 

of the Interpretation of 

Defined: 

A ministry that is given to 

some individual members in 

the Body of Christ to be 

used regularly in 

conjuncttion 

and harmony with the 

other body ministries for the 



SPEAKING WITH OTHER TONGUES 

4

 

Speaking with other tounges : April 2017                        www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

speaking. 

 

Tongues and is used for the 

edification of the church. 

 

purpose of ministering to the 

church and the world. 

 

Characteristics: 

• For all believers 

• Permanent endowment 

• To be used often 

• To be used privately 

• No one understands 

• Communion with God 

• Edification of speaker 

 

Characteristics: 

• Available to believers 

• Temporary endowment 

• To be used on occasion 

• To be used publicly 

• To be accompanied by 

interpretation 

• Edification of the church 

 

Characteristics: 

• Available to a few 

• Permanent ministry 

• To be used regularly 

• To be used publicly 

• To be accompanied by 

interpretation 

• Edification of the church 

 

Key Verses: 

• Mark 16:17 

• Acts 10:46 

• Acts 19:6 

• I Corinthians 14:2, 4, 5, 

6, 14, 18, 19, 23, 31 

Key Verses: 

• I Corinthians 12:10 

• I Corinthians 13:1, 8 

• I Corinthians 14:5, 13, 

22, 26-27 

 

Key Verses: 

• I Corinthians 12:28, 30 

• I Corinthians 13:1, 8 

• I Corinthians 14:26-27 

 

 

What occurred on the Day of Pentecost was the initial and special outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit in fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel (Joel 2:28-32). 

This was a unique experience at the inauguration of the Church and it will never be 

duplicated (Acts 2:1-13). 

Some of the unique features of this experience include the following: 

1. The heavenly sound of a mighty wind. 

2. The manifestation of fire and the tongues of fire. 

3. The miracle of tongues being understood without interpretation. 

 

2. What are some of the reasons for speaking in tongues? 

 

a) It is one of the signs of a believer (Mark 16:17; John 7:38-39). 

And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they will drive out 

demons; they will speak in new tongues. Mark 16:17 

 

“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
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flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 

him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since 

Jesus had not yet been glorified. John 7:38-39 

 

b) By it man may speak to God (I Cor. 14:2). 

For anyone who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God. Indeed, no 

one understands him; he utters mysteries with his spirit. I Corinthians 14:2 

 

c) It is a way to edify or build ourselves up (I Cor. 14:4; Jude 20). 

He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies the church. I 

Corinthians 14:4 

 

But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the 

Holy Spirit. Jude 20 

 

d) It is a way to magnify, praise and bless God (Acts 10:45 I Cor. 14:16). 

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the 

Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in 

tongues and praising God. Acts 10:45 

 

Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the 

uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you 

say? I Corinthians 14:16, NKJV 

 

e) It is a means of spiritual worship (I Cor. 14:15, 17; John 4:24). 

So what shall I do? I will pray with my spirit, but I will also pray with my mind; I will sing 

with my spirit, but I will also sing with my mind. I Corinthians 14:15 

 

For you indeed give thanks well… I Corinthians 14:17a 

 

God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth. John 4:24 

 

 

f) It is part of the spiritual weaponry of the believer (Eph. 6:18). 
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And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 

mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints. Ephesians 6:18 

 

h) It is part of the power package of the believer. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 

1:8 

 

i) It helps us to pray according to the will of God (Rom. 8:26; I Cor. 14:14). 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 

pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. 

Romans 8:26 

 

For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. I Corinthians 14:14 

 

j) It is a spiritual blessing for which we should be thankful (I Cor. 14:18). 

Thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. I Corinthians 14:18 

 

k) It is spoken of as a “refreshing” or a “resting place” (Is. 28:11-12). 

Very well then, with foreign lips and strange tongues God will speak to this people, to 

whom he said, “This is the resting place, let the weary rest”; and, “This is the place of 

repose”--but they would not listen. Isaiah 28: 11-12 

 

1Co 14:21 In the law it is written: "With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to 

this people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me," says the Lord. 


