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I am so excited this morning because we are embarking on a brand new series. It’s a topic that 

will not leave you the same. 

In the coming months or so I am going to take you through a series of teachings on the topic 

“LIFE IN HIS PRESENCE”. 

 

Whenever we talk about the presence of God, it evokes different types of emotions, for some 

they are emotions of excitement because they know what it means to be in the presence of God. 

For some they are emotions of skepticism because it is something that confuses you, you are 

not sure whether it is possible to actually experience His presence. 

 

The issue of the presence of God should be an issue that every believer need to lay hold of – 

WHY? 

Life without the presence of God is not worth living 

Life without the presence of God is a life lived in vain – it is devoid of the one element the 

distinguishes you from anyone around you.   

 

It is possible to live life in the presence of God – from the time of creation God has longed to 

be in constant fellowship with man. In our after life, we are going to spend eternity with the 

Almighty God 

 

When it comes to the things of God, it goes beyond what you have – it comes down to who is 

with you. 

When you understand what the presence of God does, you will do whatever it takes to be where 

He is.  

I have grown to appreciate the need to be where He is, to be involved in what He is doing. 

 

1. Our lives are ordinary without His Presence 

 

Exodus 33:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Depart and go up from here, you and the people 

whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'To your descendants I will give it.'2 "And I will send My angel 

before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite 

and the Hivite and the Jebusite.3 "Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not 
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go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people." 4 And 

when the people heard this bad news, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments.…. 

 

Verse 12 Then Moses said to the LORD, "See, You say to me, 'Bring up this people.' But You 

have not let me know whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, 'I know you by name, 

and you have also found grace in My sight.'13 "Now therefore, I pray, if I have found grace in 

Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may know You and that I may find grace in Your 

sight. And consider that this nation is Your people." 

14 And He said, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest."15 Then he said to 

Him, "If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here. 16 "For how then 

will it be known that Your people and I have found grace in Your sight, except You go with us? 

So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from all the people who are upon the face of the 

earth." 

 

• Where we read, we catch God’s nation camping at the foot of Mt Sinai (not literally but 

close to the foot) where they were going to be taught how to live their lives. 

• Israel's Arrival in the Wilderness of Sinai ends the most important stage of the journey. 

They have escaped the slavery of Egypt, have come to God and are about to receive the 

Law of Moses. 

• The Hebrews will spend 11 months, 5 days at Sinai before moving north to Kadesh. It 

was a time of establishing a nation – from Exodus 19 until 33. 

 

a) It is futile (useless, pointless, unsuccessful, in vain)  to attempt anything without His 

presence  

• Moses was convinced that without God's presence in his life, it was useless for him to 

attempt anything.  

• When he spoke face to face with the Lord, he said, "... If Your Presence does not go 

with us, do not bring us up from here "(Exodus 33:15).  

• He was saying, "Lord, if your presence is not with me, then I'm not going anywhere. I 

won't take a single step unless I'm assured you're with me!" 

• God had promised Him an angel to go with him: 

'2 "And I will send My Angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite and the 

Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite.3 "Go up to a 
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land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you 

on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people." 

• It is not good enough to be with a crowd but without God - the angel here promised to 

be their guide was not that angel in whom Jehovah's name was: and so the people 

understood it; hence the mourning which is afterwards mentioned. 

• What this means to me is that there are times you can have the promise but without His 

presence 

• No created beings and no earthly enjoyments can be an adequate substitute for the 

presence and favor of God 

• Knowing that God is not in what you are doing should bring tears in your eyes, sorrow 

should engulf you – the issue is, are we are aware of the absence of God in our affairs. 

Exodus 33:4 And when the people heard this bad news, they mourned, and no one put 

on his ornaments. 

 

b) It is the presence that distinguishes us (sets apart, differentiates, decides) 

• If there is one thing that differentiates God’s children from others, it is His presence. 

The only thing that sets us apart from nonbelievers is God's being "with us" - leading 

us, guiding us, working his will in and through us. 

Exodus 33:16 "For how then will it be known that Your people and I have found grace 

in Your sight, except You go with us? So we shall be separate, Your people and I, from 

all the people who are upon the face of the earth." 

• Moses knew it was God's presence in Israel that set the people apart from all other 

nations.  

Deuteronomy 4:7 "For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the 

LORD our God is to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him? 

• In the absence of God, we are vulnerable and mere ordinary people  

• What mattered for Moses was being with God – he didn't care how other nations 

conducted their business. What mattered to him was whether God: 

o Guided his ways,  

o Formed his strategies,  

o Ran the affairs of this newly born nation 

o Was part of their battle plan.  
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• I can here Moses saying, "We operate on one principle alone. The only way for us to be 

guided or governed, to make war and survive in this wasteland, is to have the presence 

of God with us!” 

• This is the issue, without him, we're helpless, reduced to nothing.  

• You can afford to lose everything else but His presence 

• We will trust in the manifest presence of our God!" 

 

c) God wants you in His presence  

• Here is how God answered Moses' bold statement:  

Verse 14 And He said, "My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest. 

• God has no intention to play hide and seek with us – those who purse Him, they will 

find Him  

Jeremiah 29:13  If you look for Me wholeheartedly, you will find Me. 14 I will be found 

by you," says the LORD.  

 

Hosea 6:3 Oh, that we might know the LORD! Let us press on to know Him. He will 

respond to us as surely as the arrival of dawn or the coming of rains in early spring."  

• His presence brings with it certain benefits –  

• His presence was going to be accompanied with rest. The Hebrew word for "rest" here 

is "a comfortable, quiet rest." God was saying, "No matter what enemies or trials you 

face, you'll always be able to find a quiet rest in me!" 

 

2. WHAT IS THE PRESENCE OF GOD? 

We often here about the omnipresence of God – this is in reference to the all present God. He is 

the only one who is able to be everywhere at the same time. 

This is called the passive presence of God – this means God is present but not involved in what 

is happening. 

This is the presence that is refereed to David in Psalms 139:7 

Psalms 139:7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I 

ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take 

the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand 

shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness shall fall on 
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me," Even the night shall be light about me; 12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, 

But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You. 

 

• It is good to know that God is omnipresent, but there is more to the presence of God 

• We are talking about the abiding presence of God, which is the physical manifestation 

of God. 

• It is that moment where His presence move from being passive to being active. 

•  Although God is omnipresent, He has chosen to manifest His presence in certain 

locations and at certain times within history – that is why  

• This physical manifestation of God has come to be called the Shekinah. 

• At the heart of the idea of a Temple is the abiding presence of God 

• It is the majestic presence or manifestation of God in which He descends to dwell 

among men.  

• Whenever the invisible God becomes visible, and whenever the omnipresence of God is 

localized, this is the Shechinah Glory 

• In the Old Testament, most of these visible manifestations took the form of light, fire, or 

cloud, or a combination of these. A new form appears in the New Testament: the 

Incarnate Word - John John 1:14 

• The manifestation of His presence is at the heart of understanding the meeting of God 

with man. 

o localized presence in the garden of Eden - Adam and Eve had an experience 

of the Shekinah glory of God 

Ge 3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

 

o Localized presence in the tabernacle – the tent of meeting 

o During Israel’s pilgrimage from Egypt to Canaan the tabernacle was the place of 

worship for the people 

 

Exodus 33:7 It was Moses' practice to take the Tent of Meeting and set it up 

some distance from the camp. Everyone who wanted to make a request of the 

LORD would go to the Tent of Meeting outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses 
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went out to the Tent of Meeting, all the people would get up and stand in the 

entrances of their own tents. They would all watch Moses until he disappeared 

inside. 9 As he went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and 

hover at its entrance while the LORD spoke with Moses.. 

 

 

Exodus 40:34 Then the cloud covered the Tabernacle, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the Tabernacle. 35 Moses could no longer enter the Tabernacle 

because the cloud had settled down over it, and the glory of the LORD filled the 

Tabernacle. 36 Now whenever the cloud lifted from the Tabernacle, the people 

of Israel would set out on their journey, following it. 

 

o Localized presence in Solomon’s temple 

1Kings 8:10 And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, 

that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, 11 so that the priests could not 

continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the LORD filled the 

house of the LORD. 

 

o Localized presence in the human body 

1Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 

Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will 

destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are. 

o The redeemed body of the believer is the ultimate place for the glory of God to 

abide in here on earth 

o The very glory of God “tabernacled” within human flesh and was handled and 

beheld.  

John 1:14“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth” 

 

 

 

 

 

 


