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As we finish our series on Life in His presence, today I want to talk to you on part 2 of a message 

entitled “CONFRONTING YOUR IDOLS” 

3.1 Self 

3.2 Moany/wealth 

3.3 Entertainment  

3.4 Work 

• For starters, its Important to understand that work was never a result of the fall;  in other words 

work is not a curse but the contrary is true, work is a blessing 

• There is actually a place where Paul says anyone who does not want to work must not eat 

2Thessalonians 3:10 For even when we were with you, we commanded you this: If anyone will not 

work, neither shall he eat. 11 For we hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly 

manner, not working at all, but are busybodies. 

• Now, the very thing that God gave as a blessing can easily become an idol and a snare to many – 

there are workaholics. 

• Sometimes you feel like you need a second job in order to meet your bills, in order to go on a 

holiday etc. 

• In our “workaholic” society Christian men often have misplaced priorities with respect to work. 

• The workaholic pursues his career at the expense of his family. He is often oblivious to the 

implications of his conduct.  

• Minirth and Meier, two Christian psychiatrists, give us a picture of the workaholic’s true nature 

and its results: 

“… the selfishness of the workaholic is much more subtle. While he is out in society saving humanity 

at a work pace of eighty to a hundred hours a week, he is selfishly ignoring his wife and children. 

He is burying his emotions and working like a computerized robot. He helps mankind partially out 

of love and compassion, but mostly as an unconscious compensation for his insecurity, and as a 

means of fulfilling both his strong need for society’s approval and his driving urge to be perfect. He 

is self-critical and deep within himself feels inferior. He feels like a nobody, and spends the bulk of 

his life working at a frantic pace to prove to himself that he is really not a nobody. In his own eyes, 

and in the eyes of society, he is the epitome of human dedication. … He becomes angry when his 
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wife and children place demands on him. He can’t understand how they could have the nerve to 

call such an unselfish, dedicated servant a selfish husband and father. … In reality, his wife and 

children are correct, and they are suffering severely because of his subtle selfishness.” 

 

Psalm 127:1 “1 A Song of Ascents, of Solomon. Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain 

who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman keeps awake in vain. 2 It is vain for 

you to rise up early, To retire late, To eat the bread of painful labors; For He gives to His beloved 

even in his sleep. (NASB) 

Has work become an idol in your life? 

a) You work very long hours, not because it’s demanded, but because you love to work.  

b) You hate going home, you dislike leisure and social time is merely a waste of time.  

c) You have an affinity for accomplishment. 

d) You fail to say no to your boss – driven by fear 

e) You seek for affirmation and acceptance by working yourself to the ground  

f) Little or no time for God – work follows you at home and at church 

 

3.5 Relationships 

• Relationships are some of the greatest blessings that you can get from God. A huge majority of 

your breakthroughs came through people and by people 

2Timothy 1:16 The Lord grant mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and 

was not ashamed of my chain; 17 but when he arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and 

found me.18 The Lord grant to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day--and you know 

very well how many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9 Two are better than one, Because they have a good reward for their labor. 10 For if 

they fall, one will lift up his companion. But woe to him who is alone when he falls, For he has no one to 

help him up. 

• Rising up in the corporate ladder or building a successful business is usually a factor of who is 

around you.  
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• Never forget the people who held your ladder in place as you were climbing up 

• In the same way that people can be a great blessing, people can also be the hardest idols to 

confront in ones life. 

Matthew 10:37 "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves 

son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. 

• He whom we love the most is he whom we study most to please, and whose will and interests we 

prefer in all cases 

Which relationships in our lives can become idols? 

a) Friends 

• When you can’t live without him or her  

• When you would rather spend time with them rather than in the house of God 

• When you can’t say no to them – when they make certain demands  

• Many young people who were dedicated and committed in the church, stop attending when they 

meet the person of their dreams. 

b) Family members 

• Your wife is great but not so great – God brought her to you. In other don’t me deceived by how 

great the creature is and forget the creator. 

• If you are to choose between family and God, choose God. Family without God is a disaster – ask 

those who have done it without God 

• Lets talk about children – they can be idols in our lives 

• For some, mothers in particular, they invest their whole being into their children. Time, energy and 

money are invested in their children and God is left out of the picture. 

• Children can literally take over our lives – think about the home work, the birthday parties that 

need to be attended to, entertaining them during holidays etc 

• Extended family 

c) People in authority  

• There is rampage abuse of authority and Jesus addressed it 
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Matthew 23:8 "But you, do not be called 'Rabbi'; for One is your Teacher, the Christ, and you are all 

brethren. 9 "Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 

"And do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the Christ. 11 "But he who is greatest among 

you shall be your servant. 

• This is in the context of viewing someone as having authority over your faith and practice.  

• In matters of religion and conscience, people cannot bow to mere human authority without giving 

to men what belongs only to God 

3.6 Religion  

• How can religion be an idol – is that not what we are all about? That is great question 

Luke 20:46 "Beware of the scribes, who desire to go around in long robes, love greetings in the 

marketplaces, the best seats in the synagogues, and the best places at feasts, 47 "who devour widows' 

houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation." 

• This happens when you are in love with church and not with the Lord of the church. 

• When you are in love with singing and not with worship 

• When you are in love with studying the scriptures and not allowing the scriptures to study you 

• Why do you spend so much time researching the word, is it for edification or to get puffed with 

how much you know. 

4. What is the antidote for idolatry?  

• For the ultimate answer to the issue of idolatry, lets go back to Exodus 32 where we started our 

teaching. 

Exodus 32:15 And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the 

Testimony were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the other 

they were written. 16 Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God 

engraved on the tablets. 17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he said to 

Moses, "There is a noise of war in the camp." 18 But he said: "It is not the noise of the shout of victory, 

Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, But the sound of singing I hear." 19 So it was, as soon as he came 

near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses' anger became hot, and he cast the 

tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 
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• With the knowledge of what had happened in the camp, Moses sought to confront the matter 

head on 

• Signs of idolatry in ones life require attention - When there is idolatry in our lives, it’s a matter of 

life and death which warrants attention 

• Moses went down with the two tablets of the law in his hands – this was the work of the Lord for 

the people. 

• With the state of the camp, He could have decided to leave the stones up in the mountain but the 

Law represented the only way to overcome the idolatry in the camp. 

• God is teaching us that to commit the sin of idolatry is to disregard and to dishonour and, 

ultimately, to disobey His revealed doctrine.  

• He is therefore teaching us that if idolatry will be defeated then we must confront it with His 

revelation, with His truth as revealed in His Word.  

• A renewed revelation of the God of the bible is essential to slaughtering the golden calves in our 

life. 

• Take note of this deliberate note in verse 16 Now the tablets were the work of God, and the 

writing was the writing of God engraved on the tablets 

• In the light of the word, idolatry is exposed – victory over idolatry is possible only if we submit to 

the authority of the word of God 

• We must learn to submit to God’s Word or else the idols of our heart will multiply 

• The level of your exposure to the word determines your level and type of worship 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 

being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

• The content of your heart determines your ultimate passion and worship 

Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one 

another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

• This talks about being well instructed in the doctrine of Christ;  

• It talks about the word becoming your constant study and meditation 

• The knowledge of the word of God brings wisdom which will enable us to make the right decisions  


