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1. HAVE A VISION FOR YOUR LIFE 

• Every believer who is serious about progress needs to have a vision for: 

o Spiritual life; where are you and where are you heading, how do you get there 

1Peter 2:1  So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, 

and all unkind speech. 2  Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so 

that you will grow into a full experience of salvation. Cry out for this nourishment, 3  

now that you have had a taste of the Lord's kindness. 

 

o Physical life; your health is important. Without a functioning body, you cannot transport 

the anointing. The bible talks about physical exercise  

1Timothy 4:8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all 

things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 

 

1Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy 

Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For 

you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, 

which are God's. 

o Relational life; God created you as a social being, hence your social life is important to your 

well being and progress. What relationships need to be terminated, what relationships 

need to be pursed and what relationships need to be natured. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9  Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other 

succeed. 10  If one person falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone 

who falls alone is in real trouble. 

o Economic life; God is interested in your financial, academic and in all other areas of your 

life 

Deuteronomy 8:18  Remember the LORD your God. He is the One who gives you 

power to be successful, in order to fulfill the covenant He confirmed to your 

ancestors with an oath. 

 

Proverbs 13:22 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children's children, But the 

wealth of the sinner is stored up for the righteous. 
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2. Crafting a vision that sticks 

Habakkuk 2:1 I will stand my watch And set myself on the rampart, And watch to see what He 

will say to me, And what I will answer when I am corrected. 2 Then the LORD answered me and 

said: "Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it. 3 For the 

vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it 

tarries, wait for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry. 

• Your vision must be birthed in prayer - The vision that came to Habakkuk came after seeking God 

for answers about the future 

• Write down the vision where you can see it – the process of writing it down clarifies the vision and 

creates a point of accountability  

• Your vision must be clear and easy to understand  

• Your vision must be accessible so that it prompts you into action everytime you read it 

• Your vision requires a time element to it 

• Work on your vision patiently - A vision whose source is God will surely come to pass  

 

2.2 The value of a vision 

I. Your current vision is a bridge that takes you into your future 

Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 

God. 

 

II. Your vision gives you staying power – you wait for it patiently  

Romans 4:19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already dead (since he was 

about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah's womb. 20 He did not waver at the promise of 

God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,21 and being fully convinced 

that what He had promised He was also able to perform. 

 

III. Your vision energises you to push through challenges  

Acts 7:54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their 

teeth. 55 But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God, 56 and said, "Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man 

standing at the right hand of God!" 57 Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and 

ran at him with one accord; 58 and they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid 

down their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

IV. Your vision sets the bench mark for your progress and success 
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2. ADOPT THE RIGHT ATTITUDE  

• Have you ever been served by someone who has a bad attitude? One of our problems in this 

country is not just bad service, but it is the attitude with which the bad service is rendered with. 

• Your attitude will determine how far you will progress in life. 

• What is an attitude 

o a mental position, a feeling or an emotion with regard to a fact or state of affairs 

o John Maxwell, popularised the statement that says “Your attitude determines your 

altitudei” – This stems from the way an aeroplane flies through the air 

� In flying the attitude of the plane is its position in relation to the horizontal plane 

� When the plane is climbing, it has a nose-high attitude  

� When it is diving, it has a nose-down attitude  

o Depending on your attitude towards your environment, your life will either climb or nose 

dive. 

Philippians 2:3  Don't be selfish; don't try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of others as 

better than yourselves. 4  Don't look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in 

others, too. 5  You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6  Though He was God, 

He did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7 Instead, He gave up His divine 

privileges; He took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When He 

appeared in human form, 8  He humbled Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal's 

death on a cross. 9  Therefore, God elevated Him to the place of highest honor and gave Him 

the name above all other names, 10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

• There is no better teacher than Jesus to teach us on what attitude to adopt 

• Verse 9 gives us the reason why we need to have a winning attitude. Because of the attitude 

with which Christ carried Himself, God elevated Him to the place of highest honor and gave 

Him the name above all other names  

• We are talking about wisdom for progress – promotion is a sign of progress and there is no 

promotion that comes with a bad attitude. 

• These days when it comes to hiring, companies are looking for best fit rather than 

competence. Right fit comes with having the right attitude visa vee the company culture. You 
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can train for competence but you can’t train for good attitude. Gone are the days where your 

MBL or MBA will land you the top job – MBL with a stinking attitude equals stagnation. 

• Christ had the winning formula when it comes to attitude and we have what it takes to live out 

the same attitude – Paul says  “5 You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had” 

• Briefly lets look at the Christ’s attitude: 

o He was selfless – he thought more of others than Himself  

Philippians 2:3 Don't be selfish; don't try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of 

others as better than yourselves. 4  Don't look out only for your own interests, but take 

an interest in others, too. 

• One way to go up is to go down, not to think too highly of yourself.  

• When he had preached to a crowd for 3 days, he had compassion over the crowd 

and asked that they be fed – Matthew 15:32 

• He was secure 

Philippians 2: 6 Though He was God, He did not think of equality with God as something to 

cling to. 7  Instead, He gave up His divine privileges; He took the humble position of a slave and 

was born as a human being. 

• A secure person is one who is confident of herself and of her value – their value is not 

based on external conditions but comes from within. 

• A secure person is not threatened and does not threaten others.  

• A secure person allows people around him to flourish without feeling threatened. 

• A secure person allows people to stand on their shoulders in order to reach higher levels 

than them. 

• This is what drove Jesus to do all He did – He was prepared to be born and live like a mere 

human being in order to win man. 

• Being born like a man did not diminish who He was  

• Jesus was ok with washing the feet of His disciples – He was secure and through His 

security, He was able to go down His knees, wrap a towel around His waist and became a 

servant.   

John 13:3 Jesus knew that the Father had given Him authority over everything and that He had 

come from God and would return to God. 4  So He got up from the table, took off His robe, 

wrapped a towel around His waist, 5  and poured water into a basin. Then He began to wash 

the disciples' feet, drying them with the towel He had around Him. 
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• He was submissive  

Philippians 2: 8 He humbled Himself in obedience to God and died a criminal's death on a cross. 

• To submit means to place oneself under someone authority. It is to willingly subject 

yourself to someone’s arrangement. 

• Jesus understood what it means to obey authority – when the decision was made for Him 

to come and die on the cross, Jesus was readily available to comply 

• With every promotion into a position of authority, comes with it a moment of submission. 

• You cannot be a good leader unless you have been a good follower at some point. 

• Being in submission does not mean being always in agreement 

• Your attitude towards your leader will determine what attitude you will get when you 

become a leader one day. 

• The submission of Jesus was clear right through His life time. He would says things like  

o I only do what I see my Father doing - John 5:19  So Jesus explained, "I tell you the 

truth, the Son can do nothing by Himself. He does only what He sees the Father 

doing. Whatever the Father does, the Son also does. 

o John 12:49  I don't speak on My own authority. The Father who sent Me has 

commanded Me what to say and how to say it. 

How your attitude influences your progress 

a. Your attitude determines the influence you have on an environment  

• You can make an environment hostile or hospitable 

• The way you shape the environment determines the level of influence and the level of 

influence determines your progress 

b. Your attitude determines your response to calamity and to good times 

• Your biggest blessing is in the place of your pain. This is only possible if you have the right 

attitude whilst going through the pain 

• Your biggest enemy to future success is your attitude towards your past and current 

success or failure.  

• Failure does not define your life, it is simply an event that occurred to you – so don’t pay 

too much attention to it. 

c. Your attitude determines your relationships with people 

• The key to your next breakthrough is in the hands of the people around you 

• A good attitude costs you nothing but a bad attitude can cost you the future – it is 

expensive. Stop treating people based on how they look, they smell or even the surnames 

they have. 
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d. Your attitude at work determines whether you will make a success or a failure out of it. 

 

                                                 
i J. C Maxwell (1993) The Winning Attitude  


