
WISDOM FOR PROGRESS 

1

 

Wisdom for progress: Michael Manyuni © 19 November 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

How many of you got stuck in traffic in the recent past? I guess because of our location, probably all of 

us have been stuck in the joburg and Pretoria traffic.  

Very few people are able to handle heavy traffic jam, whereby you are not moving at all – where you 

spend hours and hours on the same location. Have you ever wondered why most people can’t handle 

traffic? Yes some people are generally impatient, some people don’t enjoy being in their cars. People 

have a problem with seating in a stationary car but don’t have a problem seating on their chair in their 

office, sleeping on their beds at home, no matter how uncomfortable the bed is. 

The major reason why people get frustrated seating in their cars during traffic is that they are in a 

vehicle that is meant to be moving, taking them somewhere. The car was designed to transport people 

and when it seems to fail to do that efficiently, frustration kicks in. 

Now lets extrapolate that to life, one of your biggest problems in life is being in a state of stagnation. 

Being in the same position longer than you are meant to be.  

Stagnation or regression is one of the major sources of stress, general unhappiness and fear about 

tomorrow.  

Today I want to talk to you on the subject matter WISDOM FOR PROGRESS.  

You need to understand that the reason why you are stressed by the lack of progress in your life, is 

that it goes against the design of God for your life. 

God created you with the capacity and potential to make progress.  

Genesis 1: 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and 

subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing 

that moves on the earth." 

• As you can see, it all started at creation – man was given the capacity to grow and to multiply.  

• Something is abnormal for a human being to be ok with stunted growth – it goes against the 

dominion mandate. 

• The Bible talks about people of God moving from one level of glory to another.  

2 Corinthians 3:18 And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 

transformed into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the 

Lord who is the Spirit. 
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• Our walk with God and our ability to accurately reflect His glory demands that we aspire for 

growth. This begs us to ask the question; since the beginning of the year, how much spiritual 

growth has taken place.  

• The writer of Hebrews laments the lack of growth of the believers he was writing to:  

Hebrews 5:11 There is much more we would like to say about this, but it is difficult to explain, 

especially since you are spiritually dull and don't seem to listen. 12 You have been believers so long 

now that you ought to be teaching others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic 

things about God's word. You are like babies who need milk and cannot eat solid food.   

• When there is a lack of progress, our level of influence is limited because progress comes with 

great capacity.  

o Progress from a one verse Christian to one that rightly divides the word,  

o progressing from being a section leader to being a division leader,  

o progressing from being a single business owner to being a multiple business owner 

• In actual fact, lack of maturity or progress in our lives disqualifies us from certain things – the bible 

says do not make a novice in the Lord a leader lest he gets puffed up. 

1Timothy 3: 5For if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how can he care 

for the church of God? 6He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall 

under the same condemnation as the devil. 

• Paul laments the lack of maturity of the Corinthians when he limited what he could say to them -  

1Corinthians 3:1 Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn't talk to you as I would to 

spiritual people. I had to talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in 

the Christian life. 2 I had to feed you with milk, not with solid food, because you weren't ready for 

anything stronger. And you still aren't ready, 3 for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You 

are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other. Doesn't that prove you are controlled by 

your sinful nature? Aren't you living like people of the world? 

 

• When we talk about progress in life, there are three types of people: 

o Resigned individual 

� This is an individual who has not made progress but remains unfazed by it.  



WISDOM FOR PROGRESS 

3

 

Wisdom for progress: Michael Manyuni © 19 November 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

� This person has lost all the will power to pursue something that is worthwhile in 

life.  

� This usually happens when one has a broken spirit that is no longer open to 

possibilities – this is when we talk about a resigned spirit. You are there but there 

is no one home   

 

o Frustrated and concerned individual 

� This individual is aware of the stagnation and is troubled by it 

How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you hide your face from 

me?How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and every day have sorrow in my heart? 

How long will my enemy triumph over me? Look on me and answer, O LORD my God. 

Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death; my enemy will say, “I have overcome 

him,” and my foes will rejoice when I fall. But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart 

rejoices in your salvation. I will sing to the LORD, for he has been good to me. (Psalm 

13:1-6) 

 

O Lord, how long will you look on? Rescue my life from their ravages, my precious life 

from these lions. I will give you thanks in the great assembly; among throngs of people 

I will praise you. (Psalm 35:17-18) 

� They are restless but don’t how to break the cycle of stagnation 

� They are seeking for a way out 

 

o Content but in pursuit – this a dangerous breed of people; the devil does not know how to 

handle them.  

� This is an individual who understands that there is more that can be achieved 

without being trapped by the bug of ungodly ambitions  

� One dictionary defines contentment as “the state of being mentally or emotionally 

satisfied with things as they are.” - being satisfied with what we have, who we are, 

and where we’re going. 

� The apostle Paul was that kind of a person, he was able to clearly distinguish when 

to be in pursuit and when to settle. 

Philippians 4:11  Not that I was ever in need, for I have learned how to be content with 

whatever I have. 12  I know how to live on almost nothing or with everything. I have 

learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or 
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empty, with plenty or little. 13  For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me 

strength. 

� Do not confuse contentment with the passive acceptance of every situation 

� His lack was not as a result of lack of effort but the circumstances detected that he 

goes without. There are times in ones life when things don’t come together 

despite trying your utmost best – this is when you need to learn to be content. 

� Being content does not mean you should not be a go getter, it means you 

understand the season you are in and what the situation requires of you. 

� The same Paul brings his other side of life – where he says he is  not going to settle 

until he reaches a certain levels of growth 

 

Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press 

on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.13 

Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting 

those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 

14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

The aim of this message is to draw you to a place where you master the art of growth and progress. 

The question is what is the wisdom for progress? 

 

Progress is more than effort, it is effort in the right direction. It means that when you put effort in the 

wrong direction, you cannot claim to have made progress. You have to be in the bus that is taking you 

where you are meant to go. 

Having said that, the first nugget of wisdom is that progress happens when 

1. HAVE A VISION FOR YOUR LIFE 

• The issue of vision has been spoken about so many times but very few people actually have a 

vision for their lives. 

• The concept of having a vision has been popularised in the circular world but it’s a spiritual 

principle that runs across the bible. 

• What is a vision – “it is a clear mental image of a preferable future, imparted by God to His 

children and is based upon an accurate understanding of God, self, and circumstance” 

• Based on this definition, there are three aspects to a vision:  

o GOD – Your vision comes from God, it is not something you thought overnight;  

Jeremiah 29:11 For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They are plans for good 

and not for disaster, to give you a future and a hope. 

o SELF – it requires your active participation  
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“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you first sit down and estimate the cost to 

see if you have enough money to complete it?” Luke 14:28  

 

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the life 

of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin that so easily trips us 

up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set before us. 

 

Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might 

  

o CIRCUMSTANCES – your vision begins where you are now; It means you need a vision for 

the whole of life. God is concerned about every area of your life –  

2Peter 1:3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, 

through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 

 


