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1. Test of identity 

2. Test of holiness 

3. Test of association  

4. Test of the gap 

• One of the major tests that we are going to face on the journey of influence is what I 

want to call the test of the gap 

• Whenever you come into contact with people or you are relating with people you will 

find that there is always a reason why you can’t connect with them. 

• Very few people are comfortable with striking a conversation with a stranger – there is 

a sense of estrangement which separates you 

• Basically the distance that exists between people is what I am referring to as the GAP 

• We face a lot gaps as we relate with people – some gaps are very wide and they are 

filled with difficult issues to handle. 

o Physical gaps – this speaks of the distance that exists between people 

o Emotional gaps – these can be the most difficult of gaps to bridge. 

o Authority gaps – these gaps are there when we are dealing with someone with 

higher authority than us 

o Prejudice gaps – when you have a skewed view of a group of people (class, race, 

origin, educational background etc.) 

• In order to grow your influence, you need to overcome the gap test. 

• The four boys found themselves where they needed to face their gap in order to 

influence the course of events 

Daniel 1:8 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of 

the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank; therefore he requested of the chief of 

the eunuchs that he might not defile himself. 9 Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and 

goodwill of the chief of the eunuchs. 10 And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, "I fear my 

lord the king, who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces 

looking worse than the young men who  are your age? Then you would endanger my head 

before the king." 11 So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 "Please test your servants for ten days, and let 

them give us vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 "Then let our appearance be examined 

before you, and the appearance of the young men who eat the portion of the king's delicacies; 
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and as you see fit, so deal with your servants." 14 So he consented with them in this matter, and 

tested them ten days. 

 

Daniel 2:13 So the decree went out, and they began killing the wise men; and they sought 

Daniel and his companions, to kill them.14 Then with counsel and wisdom Daniel answered 

Arioch, the captain of the king's guard, who had gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon; 15 

he answered and said to Arioch the king's captain, "Why is the decree from the king so 

urgent?" Then Arioch made the decision known to Daniel. 16 So Daniel went in and asked the 

king to give him time, that he might tell the king the interpretation. 

 

• This was a very typical moment that we all face –  

o they were new in the environment 

o they were dealing with a person of great authority who could easily finish there lives 

o the 

4.1 How to close the gap 

• Suspend judgement 

o to decide not to make a firm decision or judgment about something until you know 

more about it 

• Give people the benefit of the doubt  

o It is to default to the belief that their intentions are honest, and not assume malice 

when there is uncertainty or doubt surrounding the circumstances. 

• Do not paint people with same brush – avoid stereotyping people 

• Do not fear rejection – we have tendency to reject ourselves before we are rejected 

• Do not demand but appeal  

• Let love lead – love covers all, you will be surprised by how differently you will deal with 

someone when you are led by love and compassion  

 

Proverbs 15:1 A soft answer turns away wrath, But a harsh word stirs up anger. 

• Gentleness will often disarm the most furious – one word spoken in anger will always birth 

its own kind 

 

5. Test of competency  

• The next test that the 4 young men had to pass was the test of competency. 
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• Can you imagine the type of influence that Christians would have if each one gave their 

best in what they do 

• Whether we like it or not, people around us are looking for results and usually Christians 

are measured by a higher standard. 

• You are more influential in your area of competency 

 

Case 1 of competency 

Daniel 1:17 As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill in all 

literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 Now at 

the end of the days, when the king had said that they should be brought in, the chief of the 

eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 Then the king interviewed them, and 

among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they 

served before the king. 20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the 

king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who 

were in all his realm. 21 Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus. 

 

Case 2 of competency  

Daniel 5:12 "Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, 

solving riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named 

Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation." 

 

Case 3 of competency 

Daniel 6:3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an 

excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. 

 

 

• They were found to be competent and not only competent but they surpassed them all to the 

10th degree 

• Your survival in a function or position is determined by your level of competency and 

abilities. 

• Competent Christians are an attraction and they bring glory to God 

Matthew 5:16  Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 

glorify your Father which is in heaven. 
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• When people see God in us, they will be drawn towards God 

• As long as you have the spirit of God inside of you, you have the capacity to be the best at 

what you do. 

• The spirit of God knows all things – all we need is to engage Him and we will receive 

divine enablement. 

• God wants the glory and He wants to use you as an instrument of His glory. 

• The key to Daniel’s competency was that he was operating in his area of gifting or calling. 

• The key to achieving your greatest levels of competency is to live in line with your destiny 

– that is where the grace lies. 

• When we embrace our callings, we tap into the divine grace available for us – you make 

difficult things look easy to do. 

• Never try to copy someone who is operating in their area of grace – you will be 

disappointed.  

 

6. Test of allegiance 

• This speaks of the loyalty of a citizen to his or her government or of a subject to his or her 

sovereign. It also means loyalty or devotion to some person, group, cause, or the like. 

• Your alliances define who you serve, whose interests you pursue and push 

• Your allegiance also determine your access to opportunities and the benefits that you 

receive from the partnership. 

• The stronger the entity you serve, the greater your influence. 

• You have heard of the NAM – The Non Aligned Movement – a group of nations that came 

together and decided that they will not befriend or align themselves with any block of 

countries. 

• On your journey of influence, your allegiance will be tested to a great measure 

• At some point, every believer’s allegiance will be tested  

Daniel 3:16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter. 17 "If that is the case, our God 

whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from 

your hand, O king. 18 "But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your 

gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up." 

• It has become unpopular to talk about the persecution of believers  
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• Jesus speaks about this – Luke 9:23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, 

let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. 

• Whenever you pledge allegiance with God, the devil declares war against you – you 

become a threat to the kingdom of darkness. 

•  Pledging allegiance with God makes you a target of ridicule, smear campaigns and even 

being falsified. 

• This won’t be because of you, it will be because the devil is after discrediting your God – 

Satan was always out to mess up with what God is doing. He did it Eden, he tried it in the 

desert, and guess what, he keeps on trying 

Mark 10:28 Then Peter began to say to Him, "See, we have left all and followed You." 29 So 

Jesus answered and said, "Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 

brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the 

gospel's, 30 "who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time--houses and brothers and 

sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions--and in the age to come, eternal 

life. 

• When you pledge your allegiance with God, He will appear in your situation  

Daniel 3:24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, 

saying to his counselors, "Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?" They 

answered and said to the king, "True, O king."25 "Look!" he answered, "I see four men loose, 

walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son 

of God." 

• God will never embarrass or betray anyone who chooses Him over other gods.  

• Whenever we stand for God, He shows up and shows off in the process.  

• Influence is a given in the life of someone who chooses God over anything else available.  

Daniel 3:28 Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, "Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abed-Nego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have 

frustrated the king's word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any 

god except their own God! 29 "Therefore I make a decree that any people, nation, or language 

which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego shall be 

cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no other God who 

can deliver like this." 

 


