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One of the things I have come to realize in life is that unless one understands why he needs to 

do something, very few will actually get to do it. 

If you want to get a teenager to do something, get him to a place where he understands why it is 

good for him to do it. If you want to get corporation from your team mates, get them to 

understand why it is important for them to get involved. 

It is a sad situation but most human beings will not get involved in something unless they know 

what is in it for them – there is an inherent selfishness that is found within us, which needs to 

be dealt with. 

I believe it is a sign of great maturity when someone gets involved in something which benefits 

others and not them necessarily. 

Unfortunately that inherent nature sometimes becomes a hindrance in our growth in the things 

of God.  

 

Without realizing it, most believers don’t pray simply because they don’t have an appreciation 

of the importance of prayer in their lives. What could be your reason of not spending time in 

prayer? I mean spending time in communion with God, spending time in an intimate 

conversation with God? What you need to realize is that anything that is worthwhile in life will 

cost you. Prayer will sometimes be an inconvenience in your life.  

 

This morning I want to take you through a message entitled; WHY EVERY BELIEVER 

OUGHT TO PRAY. 

 

1. Prayer rightly position God in your life 

• The position that God holds in your life determines how much of Him you will experience 

in your life. 

• Prayer positions God right at the centre of your life – your life begins to revolve around 

Him. 

• When you decide to pray to God, it will be a great demonstration of faith in God. In other 

words, you move from relying on yourself to relying on God. 

• Whenever you pray, you are declaring that you do not depend on anything else other than 

God – this is an act of faith in God. 

• A praying person is putting out a message that says no external factors will have the final 

say in their life other than God. 
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• People who pray are people of great faith – they are persistent and consistent. They PUSH – 

they Pray Until Something Happens. 

Luke 18:1  One day Jesus told His disciples a story to show that they should always pray and 

never give up. 2  "There was a judge in a certain city," He said, "who neither feared God nor 

cared about people. 3  A widow of that city came to him repeatedly, saying, 'Give me justice in 

this dispute with my enemy.' 4  The judge ignored her for a while, but finally he said to himself, 

'I don't fear God or care about people, 5  but this woman is driving me crazy. I'm going to see 

that she gets justice, because she is wearing me out with her constant requests!'" 6  Then the 

Lord said, "Learn a lesson from this unjust judge. 7  Even he rendered a just decision in the 

end. So don't you think God will surely give justice to His chosen people who cry out to Him 

day and night? Will He keep putting them off? 8  I tell you, He will grant justice to them 

quickly! But when the Son of Man returns, how many will He find on the earth who have faith?"  

   

• When You pray, you are calling upon the nature of God to be revealed in your life. Because 

of His nature, we should hold on until He comes through for us. 

• Prayer causes us to remove our focus from the size of the problem to the size of God. When 

God is magnified in our lives through prayer, every problem is minimized. 

• One of the signs of whether you are praying or not is the level of worry that you carry with 

you. 

• A prayerful person is free of worry because instead of being consumed by a problem they 

can’t do anything about, they are consumed by the size and nature of their God.  

• The key to your victory is to wear the devil out – hold onto the nature of God, just one more 

day and you will see Him coming through for you. 

• People who pray bring pleasure to God – prayer is an expression of faith – verse 8b But 

when the Son of Man returns, how many will He find on the earth who have faith?" 

 

Hebrews 11:6 And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to 

Him must believe that God exists and that He rewards those who sincerely seek Him. 
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2. Prayer makes you a person of authority  

• The word authority or the concept thereof is rarely used in the Old Testament but appears 

frequently in the New Testament. 

• It comes from the Greek word exousia which means  

o the ability or strength with which one is endued, which he either possesses or 

exercises 

o power over a jurisdiction or area 

o the power of him whose will and commands must be submitted to by others and 

obeyed 

• When you have authority, people listen and things change around you. A person of 

authority can alter the course of events. 

• In the absence of authority, our words are without effect – you can pray in the name of 

Jesus and still not get results. 

• The use of the name of Jesus comes with the level of authority one carries – you remember 

the sons of Sceva in Acts 19 

Acts 19:13 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists took it upon themselves to call the name 

of the Lord Jesus over those who had evil spirits, saying, "We exorcise you by the Jesus whom 

Paul preaches."14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 

And the evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?"16 

Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed 

against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

• The big question is, how does one access that authority? 

• When you look at Jesus, He operated with the highest level of authority – there was a huge 

difference between His ministry and the ministry of the Pharisees that people had been 

exposed to. 

Matthew 7:28  When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at His 

teaching, 29  for HE TAUGHT WITH REAL AUTHORITY—quite unlike their teachers of 

religious law. 

• The authority I am talking about is not picked up anywhere, it originates from God. What 

this means is that if you want some of it, you have to get close to the source. 

• The closer you are to the source of the authority, the more of the authority rubs on you. 
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• Your confidence levels when talking about God will determine your level of authority. 

When you spend time with God, you can talk about Him with confidence – this is where 

your authority is derived from. 

• Prayerful people have this presence around them and when they speak, they tend to draw 

attention, there is an aura around them. 

• What was the secret of Jesus that made Him into a man of authority? 

• His secret was in the secret place – Jesus waited on God 

Luke 4:14 Then Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him went out 

through all the surrounding region. 

• After spending 40 days and 40 nights in the desert in prayer and fasting, Jesus came back 

full of power. 

• The power was seen by the people’s response to His first sermon 

• Jesus needed spiritual authority to call forth that which was in the disciples who had walked 

with Him.  

• He spent some time in prayer and out of that time, He knew who was meant to be on the 

team. 

Luke 6:12One day soon afterward Jesus went up on a mountain to pray, and he prayed to God 

all night. 13 At daybreak he called together all of his disciples and chose twelve of them to be 

apostles. Here are their names: 

 

 


