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Have you ever been in a situation where you have prayed for something for a long time and the answer 

took long to come? In your mind when you started praying for that request you thought that the answer 

would come in a few day or months but the days turned into months and the months eventually turned 

into years. How did you feel about that and what did you do during that time of waiting? Maybe you are 

still in that season and you are still waiting for an answer. How are you feeling about the situation and 

how have you been conducting yourself as you are going through this season? You might also not be in 

the situation as yet but maybe that season will come. When it comes how are you going to respond to 

the situation? 

•   I have been there before and I can confess that it was not so easy to wait for an answer. There were 

mixed emotions sometimes I found myself crying and discouraged, at other times I would be upbeat 

and would be believing God that he would come through for me I would declare the word of God 

over my situation and I would see myself getting that answer and God fulfilling my heart’s desire. 

(Personal testimony) 

• Times like these require waiting on the Lord. Waiting on the Lord means looking forward to 

something eagerly, being expectant and having faith that what you are believing God for will come 

to pass. This means you put your Trust in God and his word. In Isaiah 40 v 31 it refers to the 

children of Israel when they were in captivity in Babylon and had a long and grievous captivity and 

had no other solution but had only God to help and deliver them and were waiting on him to deliver 

them. 

Isaiah 40:31 But those who wait on the LORD Shall renew their strength; They shall mount 

up with wings like eagles, They shall run and not be weary, They shall walk and not faint. 

 

• I pause to you the question. When you have not heard an answer from God just like the children of 

Israel who were in captivity for a long time are you still hopeful and expectant that God will come 

through for you or you are despondent and unbelief creeps in?   

• Do you still believe that God will be the one to give you the answers or you have other alternatives 

where you are searching for answers from? 

• In those times which seem like nothing is happening God will still be working on our behalf. The 

time of waiting on the Lord is a time of activity in as much as we do not see it. Behind the scenes 

God is working. That is why it is critical for us to keep on believing and having Faith. 

 

Isaiah 64:4 For since the beginning of the world Men have not heard nor perceived by the ear, Nor 

has the eye seen any God besides You, Who acts for the one who waits for Him. 
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• Sometimes when we wait God will be refining us and this helps create a deeper and more solid 

relationship with God and where we depend on him more. 

Today I will be looking at an example of a person in the bible who had to wait on an answer from God 

with regards to a specific situation that they were going through, how they responded to the situation 

before and after their requests were answered. The person we will have a look at is Hanna 

Hannah 

From the bible we learn that Hannah was the wife of a man called Elkanah. Elkanah had two wives and 

his other wife was called Peninnah. Hannah had no children but Peninnah had children 

1 Samuel 1 New Living Translation (NLT) 

Elkanah and His Family 

1 There was a man named Elkanah who lived in Ramah in the region of Zuph[a] in the hill country of 

Ephraim. He was the son of Jeroham, son of Elihu, son of Tohu, son of Zuph, of Ephraim. 2 Elkanah had 

two wives, Hannah and Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah did not. 

3 Each year Elkanah would travel to Shiloh to worship and sacrifice to the LORD of Heaven’s Armies at 

the Tabernacle. The priests of the LORD at that time were the two sons of Eli—Hophni and Phinehas. 

4 On the days Elkanah presented his sacrifice, he would give portions of the meat to Peninnah and each 

of her children. 5 And though he loved Hannah, he would give her only one choice portion[b] because the 

LORD had given her no children. 6 So Peninnah would taunt Hannah and make fun of her because the 

LORD had kept her from having children. 7 Year after year it was the same—Peninnah would taunt 

Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle.[c] Each time, Hannah would be reduced to tears and would not 

even eat.8 “Why are you crying, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. “Why aren’t you eating? Why be 

downhearted just because you have no children? You have me—isn’t that better than having ten sons?” 

• Each year Elkanah would travel to worship and sacrifice- Hannah and Peninnah and the children 

would also go- You might be going to a place of worship for a longtime and not getting your 

answers because you are not asking.  Maybe you are coming to church and acting religious but are 

not asking. You don’t actually believe that God can actually hear you ad answer you 

• During times of sacrificing Hannah only had one portion of meat for sacrifice because she did not 

have children. Are you also in the same space where your life is restricted? Where you don’t have 

much because you have been in that same situation for years? You want to give more and do more 

but you don’t have the means to do so. 

•  We can see that Hannah was being ridiculed by Peninnah because she did not have children and she 

found herself crying and could not even eat, She was full of misery and pain.  
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• Are you also in a place of being mocked and feeling helpless because your situation has been the 

same for years? You have been sick for years, believing God for a husband, trusting God for a new 

job. 

• Although her husband Elkanah tried to console her by saying she had him she was still not consoled 

• Are you able to relate to this scenario? Have you been there before where you cried a lot, felt sorry 

for yourself and could not be consoled by anyone as you struggled with a particular situation? You 

went to the pastor for help, you went to your friends and family so that they console and help but 

nothing changes 

• Did Hannah’s crying solve the situation at all? No. Hannah’s crying and feeling downhearted did 

not resolve the situation. From verse 7 we read, 

7 Year after year it was the same—Peninnah would taunt Hannah as they went to the Tabernacle.[c] 

Each time, Hannah would be reduced to tears and would not even eat 

• I am pausing the same question to you today, is your crying, feeling sorry for yourself resolving 

your problems or you are finding yourself in misery and depression.  

1. Are you expectant when you are in misery or feeling sorry for yourself? No I don’t think so. 

In this state you end up being doubtful and not seeing light at the end of the tunnel.  

2. You lose your peace as you will not be trusting in God. Isaiah 26 v 3  

Isaiah 26:3 You will keep him in perfect peace, Whose mind is stayed on You, Because he 

trusts in You. 

o God keeps in peace anyone who trusts in him. If you don’t you will not have that peace  

• What can the solution be to your problems if its not being in self pity? The solution lies in Laying 

bare everything before the Lord.   

Philippians 4:6-7 New International Version (NIV) 

6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which transcends all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

It means praying and laying our requests before God. 

• Be desperate to get your answer from God and nowhere else 

• What then should be your attitude during this time of waiting? 

Isaiah 26 v 3- Keep your thoughts fixed on God  

• Lets read further from 1 Samuel 1 v 9 and see what Hannah did with her situation 
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1 Samuel 1 v 9 

Hannah’s Prayer for a Son 

9 Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh, Hannah got up and went to pray. Eli the priest was sitting at 

his customary place beside the entrance of the Tabernacle.[d] 10 Hannah was in deep anguish, crying 

bitterly as she prayed to the LORD. 11 And she made this vow: “O LORD of Heaven’s Armies, if you will 

look upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will give him back to you. He will 

be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a sign that he has been dedicated to the LORD, his hair will never 

be cut.[e]” 

12 As she was praying to the LORD, Eli watched her. 13 Seeing her lips moving but hearing no sound, he 

thought she had been drinking. 14 “Must you come here drunk?” he demanded. “Throw away your 

wine!” 15 “Oh no, sir!” she replied. “I haven’t been drinking wine or anything stronger. But I am very 

discouraged, and I was pouring out my heart to the LORD. 16 Don’t think I am a wicked woman! For I 

have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow.” 17 “In that case,” Eli said, “go in peace! May the 

God of Israel grant the request you have asked of him.” 18 “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then 

she went back and began to eat again, and she was no longer sad. 

 

• Once after a sacrificial meal at Shiloh Hannah got up and went to pray. She was in deep anguish and 

cried bitterly but we learn that she still prayed and even made a vow as she was praying to give God 

back the child if the Lord was to give her a son 

• I pause this question to you today? When you are going through a tough time do you have other 

alternatives or your alternative is to pray.  

• Are you still willing to pray even when you are going through deep anguish just like Hannah did? 

• Are you like Hannah who had no other solution but to seek the face of the Lord. Your solution 

needs to lie in prayer.  

• She got noticed by the priest Eli who thought she was drunk. Her response was that she was not 

drunk but discouraged- Are you also at a stage when you are willing to lay it bare before the Lord? 

You are no longer concerned about people’s opinions but seeking for a solution from the Lord. Your 

solution should be in total reliance on God. 

• If you still have other alternatives and solutions you will not be desperate before the Lord 

• Eli responded by saying may the Lord grant you your request  

• How did Hannah respond after Eli said may the Lord grant you your request? 
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1 Samuel 1 v18  

18 “Oh, thank you, sir!” she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat again, and she was no 

longer sad. 

• We can see that Hannah’s response was one of thankfulness.  

• She left that place and she was no longer sad 

• Prayer puts us into a position of thankfulness. When we pray we are encouraged and we start being 

thankful before we even get the results 

• Prayer also makes us hopeful and full of expectation.-Isaiah 40 v31. Waiting on the Lord Hannah 

left that place hopeful after Eli declared that may the Lord grant you your request 

• Prayer makes us joyful and breaks all depression and sorrow. The situation might not have changed 

as yet but the Joy of the Lord becomes our strength 

Samuel’s Birth and Dedication 1 Samuel 1 

19 The entire family got up early the next morning and went to worship the LORD once more. Then they 

returned home to Ramah. When Elkanah slept with Hannah, the LORD remembered her plea, 20 and in 

due time she gave birth to a son. She named him Samuel,[f] for she said, “I asked the LORD for him.” 

• Hannah’s prayer was answered by God.  

• The Lord remembered her plea 

• God gives answers at the right time. He is never too late or too early 

• God does answer prayer we see this in Matthew 7 below:- 

Ask, Seek, Knock - Matthew 7 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. 

8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door will be 

opened. 9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he asks for a fish, will 

give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how 

much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!  

• Keep on asking ,seeking and knocking. God wants to give us good gifts. It might sometimes 

take time knocking, asking and seeking but eventually the answer will come. 

• God blesses his own with good gifts.  

• He will give you what you desire and what is good for you. 
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What did Hannah do after she received from the Lord? 

1 Samuel 1:24 

24 When the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the Tabernacle in Shiloh. They brought along a 

three-year-old bull[i] for the sacrifice and a basket[j] of flour and some wine. 25 After sacrificing the bull, 

they brought the boy to Eli. 26 “Sir, do you remember me?” Hannah asked. “I am the very woman who 

stood here several years ago praying to the LORD. 27 I asked the LORD to give me this boy, and he has 

granted my request. 28 Now I am giving him to the LORD, and he will belong to the LORD his whole life.” 

And they[k] worshiped the LORD there 

• She named the boy Samuel- Heard by God.  

• Hannah kept her vow and went with the boy to the Tabernacle in Shiloh and left the boy Samuel 

there to serve the Lord. Even after several years Hannah honoured her vow. When you receive from 

the Lord do you keep your vows you made when asking e.g Promising to serve the Lord all the days 

of your life, giving of your time and resources to the Lord. 

• It is important to go back to the Lord and to thank him for what he has done 

• Do not forget where it all comes from: - 

Deuteronomy 8:10 When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land 

he has    given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his 

commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are 

satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and 

your silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, 14 then your heart will become proud and 

you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led 

you through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes 

and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the wilderness, 

something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the end it might go well 

with you. 17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this 

wealth for me.” 18 But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 

wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 

19 If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and worship and bow down to them, I 

testify against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 Like the nations the LORD destroyed before 

you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God. 

• Hannah worshipped the Lord. We see this 1 Samuel 2 v 1-13 please see the first two verses below 

of how she worshipped.  
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• Hannah rejoiced in the Lord because she was rescued by God.  

• All Glory went back to God. Her reproach was also taken away from her enemies e.g. Peninah and 

she was thankful to the Lord 

Hannah’s Prayer of Praise 1 Samuel 2 

1Samuel 2:1 And Hannah prayed and said: "My heart rejoices in the LORD; My horn is exalted in the 

LORD. I smile at my enemies, Because I rejoice in Your salvation. 2 "No one is holy like the LORD, For 

there is none besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God. 3 "Talk no more so very proudly; Let no 

arrogance come from your mouth, For the LORD is the God of knowledge; And by Him actions are 

weighed. 4 "The bows of the mighty men are broken, And those who stumbled are girded with strength. 

5 Those who were full have hired themselves out for bread, And the hungry have ceased to hunger. Even 

the barren has borne seven, And she who has many children has become feeble. 6 "The LORD kills and 

makes alive; He brings down to the grave and brings up. 7 The LORD makes poor and makes rich; He 

brings low and lifts up. 

 8 He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the beggar from the ash heap, To set them among princes 

And make them inherit the throne of glory. "For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, And He has set 

the world upon them. 

9 He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be silent in darkness. "For by strength no 

man shall prevail. 10 The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken in pieces; From heaven He will 

thunder against them. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth. "He will give strength to His king, 

And exalt the horn of His anointed." 

Conclusion 

• In conclusion I would like to emphasize that we cannot go through life without prayer and believing 

God and his word. Proverbs 3 v 5-6  

• Proverbs 3 New Living Translation (NLT).  

5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6 Seek his will in 

all you do, and he will show you which path to take. 

• Our solutions for our situations should rely on God and seeking his face. Our solutions should come 

from God. Just like Hannah who had no other solution but her solution was in God. Keep on 

praying and never stop until the situations changes  

• Wait on the Lord. Isaiah 40 31 

• Renew your strength in the Lord as you keep on waiting 

• Our attitude should move from a place of misery and depression to a place of praying for answers 

not matter how dire the situation might be.   
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• Remain hopeful that God will answer your prayers 

• Start thanking the Lord in advance before the situation changes 

• When we have received from the Lord we should not forget to be thankful but fulfill our vows to 

him and also offers praises to him as Hannah did. 

• Let the Psalm below encourage you: - 

 

Psalm 37 

A psalm of David. 7 Be still in the presence of the LORD, and wait patiently for him to act. 

Don’t worry about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked schemes.8 Stop being angry! Turn 

from your rage! Do not lose your temper—it only leads to harm. 

 


