
STRETCH YOUR LIMITS 

1

 

Stretch Your Faith: Michael Manyuni © 06 May 2018                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

Every country operates with a currency as a medium of exchange – here in South Africa, you need 

some Rands. The more rands you have the more you can purchase.  

One of the reasons why you don’t have what you would want is that you don’t have enough of the 

rands.  

When it comes to the global market, the stronger the rand is the more you are able to purchase stuff. 

This is also very true in the kingdom of God – there is a currency that makes the Kingdom of God go 

round, that makes it functional. Anyone who wants to engage the Kingdom of God requires the 

kingdom currency. 

That currency is called faith. Faith is God’s delivery system – when you have it, you can access anything 

in God’s hand. 

This morning I want to talk to you about stretching your faith 

When we talk about faith, we are simply referring to having the assurance that God’s promises will 

never fail. 

How much faith do you have currently? If you have some faith, what is the quality of the faith? 

You used to believe God for anything but inflation stepped in and your faith has lost its value. 

It is time that we stretch our faith – I am talking about going back to the place where you would 

forcefully believe God for stuff. – Matthew 11:12 “since the days of the John the Baptist the kingdom 

of God suffered violence…”  

I don’t know what killed your faith, what punched a hole through your faith. 

The importance of faith 

• The kingdom of God is entered by having faith in Jesus the son of God –  

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 

of God,9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

Ephesians 3:12 In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 

 

The issue of faith is so key to your walk with God – in the absence of faith, we cannot experience God. 

It is by faith that you know that God is with you. 
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Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe 

that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 

• No one has ever seen God and yet you can experience Him, you can personally talk to Him, you 

can hear from Him. 

• The devil wants to destroy your faith – he does it by turning your faith into fear. Faith is believing 

God for good things, fear is believing the devil for bad thing to happen to you.  

• The apostle Paul, talking to the church in Galatia expressed his frustration over how their faith had 

degenerated over time. 

Galatians 3:1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before 

whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified? 2 This only I want to learn from 

you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so foolish? 

Having begun in the Spirit, are you now being made perfect by the flesh? 

• The key phrase here is “Having begun in the Spirit…” 

• This is the story of many of us right now – having begun in faith, we have let go of that foundation. 

• Having begun believing every word written in the Bible, we now take the word of God with a pinch 

of salt.  

• Having started off in the simplicity of a child, we have taken on the complexity of professionalism 

in the things of God. 

• Having begun with a great sense of submission, we have taken on a haughty spirit. 

• So many Christians begin their course in a spiritual manner, and end it "in the flesh" in another 

sense.  

• They soon conform to the world. They are brought under the influence of worldly appetites and 

propensities.  

• They forget the spiritual nature of their religion; and they live for the indulgence of ease, and for 

the gratification of the senses 

• The deterioration of your faith is a reflection of a well-orchestrated system by the enemy – to 

change your situation, you need to dismantle the system by being aware of it. 
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o Our faith is rendered ineffective when we are consumed by the size of the problem and 

not the size of God 

o Your faith is killed by your failure to handle a bad report or impending threat 

o Your faith is made blunt when you allow the devil to wear you out or is more patient than 

you – this results in discouragement  

o Your failure to appreciate the sovereignty of God over your life situations 

o When you constantly compare yourself with everyone and anything  

• The big question we all have is about how to jump start ones faith – lets look at the following story 

that happened just outside the city of Jericho during the days of Jesus. 

Mark 10:46 Now they came to Jericho. As He went out of Jericho with His disciples and a great 

multitude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the road begging.  

• The blind man had been seated in that corner for a long time – he had literally owned the corner. 

Every one in the community knew him by name – that is why he was mentioned by name. 

o he was called Bartimaeus, that is, the son of Timeus; which, some think, signifies the son of 

a blind man; he was the blind son of a blind father, which made the case worse 

• Being blind is one of the most difficult state to be in physically – it means that you can’t really do 

much for yourself, requiring quite a bit of assistance. 

• So many times we don’t stretch our faith because we have become comfortable with our state – 

don’t be comfortable in your situation.  

• Being blind spiritually means that you can’t perceive things of the spirit – anything that does not 

align with the word of God must arouse something within you. 

• Don’t allow your situation to become your identity – they called him blind Bartemaeus.  

1Chronicles 4:9 Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers, and his mother called his name 

Jabez, saying, "Because I bore him in pain." 10 And Jabez called on the God of Israel saying, “Oh, that 

You would bless me indeed, and enlarge my territory, that Your hand would be with me, and that You 

would keep me from evil, that I may not cause pain!” So God granted him what he requested. 

• Jabez refused to settle for less and he called on the God of Israel 
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47 And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me!" 48 Then many warned him to be quiet; but he cried out all the more, "Son of 

David, have mercy on me!"  

• Though he was blind, he did not allow his blindness to stop him from engaging with his 

surroundings.  

• He started engaging people around him through talking and listening - in so doing he heard about 

Jesus. 

• When one area of your life is not working, it does not mean it’s the end of your life.  

• What you hear determines how far you can stretch your faith – He had heard about Jesus, the son 

of David. This time around the Messiah was coming his way and He was not going to miss this one 

opportunity. 

• He started calling the Son of David, of whom it was foretold, that, when he should come to save 

us, the eyes of the blind should be opened,  

Isaiah 35:5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped. 

• The word of God is what you need to stretch your faith – when you have it, your faith will respond 

accordingly.  

Romans 10:17 “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

• When you are desperate for change, you won’t care how embarrassing a situation might be – you 

will do it. Blind Bart, was not going to have no other way – he shouted on top of his voice in order 

to draw Jesus’ attention. 

49 So Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called. Then they called the blind man, saying to him, 

"Be of good cheer. Rise, He is calling you."  

• Jesus was having a crowd around Him – naturally speaking one would think, He would be too busy 

with the crowd around Him. 

• There is a shout that Jesus cannot ignore – its called a shout of faith, an outstretched faith. Jesus 

was moved by the faith of this man. 

• Blind Bart did not only have faith for his healing, he also had faith that his life was valuable in the 

sight of Jesus to receive attention. 
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• You need to know that your life is precious in the eyes of Jesus. This by its own, is faith building  

o He knows you by name – Isaiah 43:1 

o You are the apple of His eye – Zechariah 2:8 

o He inscribed you in the palm of His hands – Isaiah 49:16 

50 And throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to Jesus.  

• Blind Bart, had received a blanket that was thrown over him – this provided a sense of shelter, a 

sense of identity, a sense of comfort. 

• We all have stuff that we hide under as copying mechanisms – unfortunately they are the very 

things that will trip us on our journey to receiving help from Jesus. 

• He had to cast away every thing that might be in danger of throwing him down, or might any way 

hinder him in coming to Christ, or retard his motion. 

• In order to stretch your faith, cast away any self help mechanisms that divert your attention from 

Jesus.  

51 So Jesus answered and said to him, "What do you want Me to do for you?" The blind man said to 

Him, "Rabboni, that I may receive my sight." 52 Then Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has 

made you well." And immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus on the road. 

• Jesus could see that the man was blind but still went on to ask him what he wanted. The man had 

to express his desire to Jesus. 

• This tells me something, in order to stretch your faith, you must speak out what you are believing 

God for. 

• If you can’t speak it out, you can’t have it. 

2Corinthians 4:13 And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I believed 

and therefore I spoke," we also believe and therefore speak, 


