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Money issues bring the most stress in people’s lives. 

People are stressed because they ignore the laws that God has put together for financial 

management. 

Laws don’t change, or rather principles don’t change – the best you can do is to partner with 

the laws of God. 

Gravity will function on anything that goes against it. 

The bible is full of financial laws and if we live by them, we would avoid financial ruin. 

If you ignore God’s financial laws, you will always live a life of begging and being in need. 

 

Sometimes to live in line with the laws is not the easiest of things to do and yet its all worth it. 

 

Lets look at God’s laws that will stretch your financial capacity – I have lived most of them and 

I am still getting onto others. 

God wants you to do well, He wants to see you doing well. 

 

1. The law of ownership – remember that God is your source. 

• It is a critical corner stone of all your financial well being. Your salary is not your source 

and your savings are not your security. 

You can lose these in a moment. 

• When God is your source, your source is secure – God will always make a plan to supply to 

all your needs. 

• If one door closes, He will open another door for you. If your job is your source, what 

happens if you lose it today?  

• The mindset of your job being your source is a source of stress for many people. 

Whatever is your source, if you are not careful you end up worshipping it. 

 

Deuteronomy 8:18 New International Version (NIV) 

18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 

wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today. 

• God gives you the ability to produce wealth – God wants you to produce wealth. There is 

nothing wrong with being prosperous – its simply a matter of how you do it and why you 

do it. 
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• In every economy there are wealth makers and wealth takers and you will realise that there 

are always more wealth takers than there are makers.  

• That is why there is always a shortage – you know the demand and supply issue in 

economics. The question is, are you a wealth maker or you are a wealth taker. 

• You must trust God to become a wealth maker 

Romans 11:36 English Standard Version (ESV) 

36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

• Everything is from God, by God and for God. 

• Whatever you have comes from God – God loaned it to you for the period of your life. This 

talks about the principle of stewardship. 

 

2. Honour God first 

• Whatever you want God to bless, put Him first in that thing. If you want God bless your 

marriage, put Him first in your marriage. If you want God to bless your work, put Him first 

at work. 

• If you want God to bless your finances, put Him first in your finances. 

• This is called the principle of tithing. 

• Lets unpack this principle of tithing: 

a) The promise of tithing  

Proverbs 3:9-10 New King James Version (NKJV) 

9 Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 10 So 

your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

o Honour God with the first part of your income and He will bless you financially. Tithe 

means 10% of the income you receive. Why 10%, I don’t know why. 

o God does not need your money, what He is interested in is the heart with which it is 

done. 

o Whatever you get, God says give me the first and the rest will be enough for you. 

 

b) The purpose of tithing  

• The purpose of tithing is to teach you to put God first in your life. 

Deuteronomy 14:23 New Living Translation (NLT) 

23 Bring this tithe to the designated place of worship—the place the Lord your God 

chooses for his name to be honored—and eat it there in his presence. This applies to your 
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tithes of grain, new wine, olive oil, and the firstborn males of your flocks and herds. Doing 

this will teach you always to fear the Lord your God 

 

o The principle of tithe is to teach you to always put God first in your life.  

o When you give your tithe, you are making a number of statements;  

a) I am grateful for the past - God I realise that what I have came from you,  

b) you are my first priority,  

c) I believe you will look after my future - it is an act of faith 

 

c) The place of tithing 

The place of tithing is where you worship – it is an act of worship 

Malachi 3:10-12 English Standard Version (ESV) 

10 Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby 

put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you 

and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the 

devourer[a] for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the 

field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, 

for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts. 

 

o The place called the storehouse is the house of worship where you are being fed and 

looked after. 

o Giving to charity is good but it’s not tithing. Giving to your parents is great but it’s not 

tithing. 

 

d) When to tithe 

1 Corinthians 16:2 New International Version (NIV) 

2 On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in 

keeping with your income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be 

made. 

 

o Prepare your tithe on the first day of the week – whatever God has given you in the 

week or in the month, you put it aside. 

o It says put aside – you have to plan it. You need to think about what you have earned in 

the week and put aside accordingly – this is not emotional giving. 
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o This is not emotional giving, it is not giving that is driven by how good the pastor has 

preached, it is planned giving. 

o When you exercise planned giving, you will never be manipulated to give an Isaac you 

never planned to give. 

o On line giving is one of the best ways to give in a planned way. 

 

If you get these two right, everything else will be easy to follow through. 

 

3. Save money faithfully 

• In the same way you give to God, He expects you to save some of the money. 

• When you save money, you are on a path where money works for you. If you do not save, 

you will always work for your money and never break into the dimension of money 

working for you. 

• You need to exercise the 10, 10, 80 principle – what does it mean. It means give God 10% 

of your income, save 10% of your income and live on 80% of your income. 

� John D. Rockefeller, the founder of Standard Oil founder, was asked how he made 

his money. His answer was he exercised the 10, 10, 80 principle.  

• If you cannot save, it means you are outspending your earnings and you need to do 

something about it – there has to be a lifestyle audit that will result in a lifestyle change. 

• God expects you to pay Him first, pay yourself second and then pay your bills afterwards. 

• Saving is a test of your IQ –  

Proverbs 21:20 Living Bible (TLB) 

20 The wise man saves for the future, but the foolish man spends whatever he gets. 

• When you save, it means you are wise. 

� Today the average Japanese saves 25% of his income,  

� the average European saves 18% of their income,  

� the average American spends more than 1% than they earn.  

� The average South African saves 13% of their income. 

• Many people are drawn by impulsive buying resulting in them sinking into unnecessary 

debt. 

• When you save, you make your money work for you – whilst you are sleeping your money 

will be earning some interest for you. 

• Only 5% of South African can afford to retire and retain their standard of living. 
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• Many people are drawn to buy houses and cars as soon as there is some additional income. 

Now how does the bible look at this: 

Proverbs 24:27 Good News Translation 

Don't build your house and establish a home until your fields are ready, and you are sure 

that you can earn a living. 

• Develop your business first before you build your house. 

• What this verse means is that when you make some money, reinvest the money before you 

go and buy the latest watch, vehicle or boat. 

• If you spend it on yourself before you reinvest it, you keep on going deeper and deeper into 

debt. 

� New cars are a cause of concern – you need to realise that cars do not appreciate, 

they depreciate. Why would you buy a brand new car whilst a second hand or a 

demo model will get the job done? This is the thing – you buy a car to move from A 

to B and not to impress people. 

• The issue of saving requires your active participation – you need to be deliberate on how 

you go about it. 

Ecclesiastes 11:2 New International Version (NIV) 

2 Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what disaster may come upon the 

land. 

• When it comes to savings, you need to diversify – this is a principle that is in the bible. 

Today when they talk about a diversified portfolio or a balanced fund, they are basically 

referring to principles that Solomon taught about many centuries ago. 

• Don’t put your eggs in one basket 

Proverbs 13:11 English Standard Version (ESV) 

11 Wealth gained hastily[a] will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase 

it. 

• Whatever you get quick will leave with the same speed. Money that is gathered little by 

little will stand the test of time and it is sustainable. 

• Its not the amount that matters but the consistency with which you do it. When you do it 

consistently, the law of compound interest works for you. 

• If you are in debt – e.g a mortgage, compound interest works against you. 

 

4. The law of accounting  
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• Keep good records of what is happening with your finances. Unless you learn to do this, 

you will live your entire life worrying about where your money is going. 

• This means you have to write it down – keep a good record of your affairs. 

• It does not have to be complicated – you can either do it on an ordinary spreadsheet, or 

even a blank journal. 

• The issue of accounting comes down to budgeting. It means you will have a line item for 

everything that you spend your money on: tithe, groceries, rent, school fees, savings. 

Proverbs 21:5 Good News Translation 

Plan carefully and you will have plenty; if you act too quickly, you will never have enough. 

• If you plan where your money should go, you will never have to worry about where it has 

gone. 

• Have you heard people saying, I really don’t know where my money goes 

Proverbs 27:23-24 Living Bible (TLB) 

23-24 Riches can disappear fast. And the king’s crown doesn’t stay in his family forever—so 

watch your business[a] interests closely. Know the state of your flocks and your herds; 

 

• In those days, there were no banks and their wealth was tied up in livestock. The more 

cattle, goats and sheep one had, the richer you are. 

• What this meant is that one had to closely inspect the health of the animals in order to 

quickly arrest any diseases that might impact on their health. 

• In today’s terms, know the state of wealth – have you heard people saying money talks. It 

does not talk but it simply goes without telling you. 

• Look at this principle: 

o Easy credit + ignorance of your financial condition = disaster  

•  If you don’t know where you are spending your money, you are never going to get out of 

debt. 

• You need to know four things with regards to your finances: 

o What you own 

o What you earn 

o What you owe 

o Where it goes 

• If you don’t know any of the above you are already in financial trouble 

• Money that you don’t plan for will disappear without a trace 
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Proverbs 23:5 Good News Translation 

Your money can be gone in a flash, as if it had grown wings and flown away like an eagle. 

 

5. Plan your spending 

• This is the law about budgeting  

• The bible has a lot to say about planning your finances  

Proverbs 21:5 Good News Translation 

Plan carefully and you will have plenty; if you act too quickly, you will never have enough. 

• Take note of the phrase “Acting too quickly” 

• This is what we call impulse buying – you go to the shops to get bread and you come back 

with a refrigerator. 

• How do you break the habit of impulsive buying – you have to nip it in the budget. 

• Don’t be scared of the issue of budgeting – its all about planning how you are going to 

spend your money. 

• The law of budgeting has three things in it: 

o Live by the budget – you don’t spend money without a plan 

Proverbs 21:20 Good News Translation 

Wise people live in wealth and luxury, but stupid people spend their money as fast as 

they get it. 

 

Proverbs 21:5 New Living Translation (NLT) 

5 Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty. 

 

 

o Set up a repayment plan 

o You did not get into debt over night and you are not going to get out of it 

over night. 

o You need a repayment plan – in the same way that you were faithful in 

spending, you need to be faithful in repaying the debt. 

Proverbs 3:27-28 Living Bible (TLB) 

27-28 Don’t withhold repayment of your debts. Don’t say “some other time,” if 

you can pay now 
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Romans 13:8New International Version 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, 

for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

o When you only pay the minimum on your credit card, you are not going to 

be debt free because you are only paying the interest and have not even 

touched the principle amount. 

 

o Make a will  

o This is the only way to tell your money where to go after your death. 

o If you don’t write a will and tell your money where to go, your uncles and 

the government will determine where the money will go. The government 

and your uncles are not really be interested in what you are interested in. 

 

6. Enjoy what you have  

• This is the law of contentment – don’t get caught up in trying to make more money to such 

an extent that they will not enjoy what you already have. 

• Learn to live within your means so as to avoid to stress over repayments that you can’t 

afford. 

• Who said you can only enjoy life when you live in a secure complex or a golf estate. 

• You buy the house which will cause you sleepless nights because you can’t keep up with 

repayments. 

• You buy a car that you always stress about whenever you leave it in the car park, being 

afraid that someone will steal it. 

Ecclesiastes 5:19 Good News Translation 

If God gives us wealth and property and lets us enjoy them, we should be grateful and enjoy 

what we have worked for. It is a gift from God. 

• We need to enjoy what we have, otherwise soon we will die and leave those things to 

someone else to enjoy. 

• We need to be content with what we have – happiness is a factor of your response to what 

you have and not so much what you have. 

Understand that there are eternal implications on how you spend or manage your finances: 

Luke 16:11 New Living Translation 
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And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true riches of 

heaven? 

Your reward in heaven and on heavenly reward will be determined by how well you managed 

your finances. 

God gives us finances as a test of our real character. Money magnifies our character – the good 

and the ugly.  

Believe  
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