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Last weak we leant that the aim of the devil is to dispossess us of our inheritance, not only that 

which pertains to things on earth but ultimately your eternal inheritance. 

Satan uses three avenues of temptation, the more you know them the better placed you are to 

resist him. 

 

1John 2:15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 

of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 

eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world is passing 

away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever. 

The first entry point he uses is the lust of the flesh, if that does not work he follows up with the 

lust of the eyes. 

1. The lust of the flesh 

2. The lust of the eyes 

Luke 4: 5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of 

the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, “All this authority I will give You, 

and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 7 

“Therefore, if You will worship before me, all will be Yours.” 

 

• The lust of the eyes is the desire to possess what we see or to have those things which have 

visual appeal 

• He offered the kingdoms and their splendor – these appealed to the eyes. He gave Jesus an 

indication of what it looked like by taking Him to a high mountain top. 

• The devil promised him all the kingdoms of earth only if he would worship him – the devil 

will give you anything at the expense of your soul. 

• Many people get trapped by desiring more money, a little bit of bling and the like.  

• The enemy will give you anything you want in exchange for your heart, affections and 

adoration. 

• The devil used the same trick with Adam and Eve and they fell for it 

Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 

to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 

and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

• The desire for riches has brought so much pain and suffering in people’s lives, families are 

devastated by this desire. 
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1 Timothy 6:9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 

• One of the 10 commandments talks about this matter 

Exodus 20:17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is 

your neighbor’s.” 

• The lust of the eye will draw you into trying to achieve what is meant for you in a perverted 

way. 

• Jesus had been promised all the kingdoms of this world but had to go through the cross. It 

was for Him to take but not in the way that Satan was presenting it. 

Psalm 2:8  Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance, the whole earth as 

your possession. 

 

Psalm 110:1  A psalm of David. The LORD said to my Lord, "Sit in the place of honor at My 

right hand until I humble Your enemies, making them a footstool under Your feet." 2  The 

LORD will extend Your powerful kingdom from Jerusalem; You will rule over Your enemies. 

 

Luke 4: 9 Then he brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to 

Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 10 "For it is written: 'He 

shall give His angels charge over you, To keep you,' 11 "and, 'In their hands they shall bear 

you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.'" 

 

3. The pride of life 

• If the devil cannot get you through the flesh, he will try what appeals to the eye, if that does 

not work, he will use how you feel about your self – the pride of life 

• The pride of life is anything that leads to arrogance, showiness, pride in self, presumption, 

and boasting. 

• The devil dared Him to cast Himself from the roof of the Temple in order to prove that He 

was the Messiah by a supernatural display of power. 

• The pride of life leads us to try and exalt ourselves above what we really are – In the garden 

of Eden, Adam and Eve fell for this trick. 

• They wanted to be like God, they wanted to be as wise as God, they wanted to be all 

knowing just like God 
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Genesis 3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight 

to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, 

and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. 

• It is the root cause of strife in families, churches, and nations – it stands in conflict with the 

gospel. 

• Whenever there is pride, a fall is imminent 

Proverbs 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall. 

• When we are overcome by pride, God resists us  

1 Peter 5:5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be 

submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, 

that He may exalt you in due time, 

 

4. How did Jesus manage to stand His ground? 

• We see a pattern in the way that Jesus went about confronting the devil – He stood His 

ground by applying the word of God. 

• In all three circumstances, Jesus simply stood on the word -  

• Jesus was not going to play into the hands of the enemy – He overcame the lust of the flesh, 

the lust of the eyes and the pride of life by using the scriptures 

Luke 4: 4 But Jesus answered him, saying, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but 

by every word of God.'" 

 

Luke 4:" 8 And Jesus answered and said to him, "Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, 'You 

shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.'" 

 

Luke 4: 12 And Jesus answered and said to him, "It has been said, 'You shall not tempt the 

LORD your God.'" 13 Now when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from Him 

until an opportune time. 

 

• You need to note that the devil used scriptures to tempt Jesus – it tells us that we need to go 

deep enough in the word in order to counter false doctrine. 

• The devil was quoting scriptures out of context – it means that you can use scripture to 

justify sin. 
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• The word is only powerful when it is rightly applied –  

Hebrews 4: 12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-

edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our 

innermost thoughts and desires. 

• God stands behind His word to enforce it – this only happens if it remains in its 

unadulterated form. 

2 Timothy 2:15 Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive His approval. Be a 

good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly explains the word of 

truth. 

 

Isaiah 55: 10 For just as rain and snow fall from heaven and do not return without watering 

the earth, making it bud and sprout, and providing seed to sow and food to eat, 11so My word 

that proceeds from My mouth will not return to Me empty, but it will accomplish what I please, 

and it will prosper where I send it. 

• In the moment temptation, every child of God ought to be able to say – it is written or it is 

said. 

• This can only happen when you have word in you – what you have inside will come out in 

the moment of testing. 

Psalm 119:11 I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 


