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The process of discovering your gift mix takes on a different shape for each person. The fact 

that you have not quite nailed it, does not mean you have nothing. The starting point is for you 

to start putting your hands onto something. 

It is easier to steer a mobile sheep than a stationary one. The day you start serving with the 

ultimate purpose of finding your 2 F’s (Fulfilment factor and Fruitful factor), your life will take 

on a different dimension. 

You will start broadly and as you continue serving you start seeing what you enjoy the most 

and brings stress in your life. The title of my message is “UNWRAPPING YOUR GIFT”. Yes 

you received a gift that awaits to be unwrapped. Your gift has your name on it but it is not for 

you and you have the responsibility to make it available to its beneficiaries. 

 

Each gift has certain traits, God made you with intention, what you need to fulfil your calling is 

already in you. 

Romans 12:6  In His grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if 

God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 

7  If your gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8  If your gift 

is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you 

leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness 

to others, do it gladly. 

 

 

1. Traits of what you were born for 

1.1 Prophesy – 1 Cor 12: 7-11 

• The ability to receive a divinely inspired message and deliver it to others in the church. 

• These messages can take the form of exhortation, correction, disclosure of secret sins, 

prediction of future events, comfort, inspiration, or other revelations given to equip and 

edify the body of Christ 

• Sensitive to both the prompting of the Holy Spirit and the needs of the church body 

 

1.2 Services 

• Behind the scenes service to others 

• Sensitive to the needs of others and willing to help meet those needs 

• Serving is the heartbeat of their lives 
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• Sees serving as a spiritual discipline 

• Helpful/Willing/Dependable/Practical/“Whatever it takes” 

 

Cautions: 

• Tempted to see this as not a very important gift 

• Serving with a wrong motive 

• May find it difficult to say “No” 

 

1.3 Teaching 

• Communicate God’s Word in a powerful and practical way 

• Ability to challenge others to study and apply God’s Word 

• Desire to give attention to detail and accuracy 

• Willing to take the time to study God’s Word in order to be prepared to teach 

• Disciplined/Practical/Analytical/Articulate/Teachable 

The most effective Teacher is the one who can teach more than average knowledge with more 

than average simplicity. 

 

1.4 Exhortation (Synonyms for “exhort” include such words as admonish, persuade, instigate, 

urge and appeal.) 

• Perceptive to the needs of others 

• Come alongside of discouraged and hurting people to comfort and strengthen 

• Love to point people toward God and His promises for hope 

• Motivate others to grow 

• Tend to have people see them out for counsel and support 

• Positive/Compassionate/Motivating/Supportive/Sensitive 

Exhorters often make the best counselors, because they are willing to spend time with people 

and give them practical steps to solve their problems. They also can see the big picture—from 

problem to solution. 

Cautions: 

• Can be too simplistic and overly optimistic 

• Make sure to listen and not jump to quick conclusions and advice 

 

1.5 Giving 
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• Desire to give toward growth in God’s Kingdom 

• Does not seek fanfare and recognition 

• May have a special ability to make money and therefore able to give more to God 

• Effective in managing their money 

• Generous giving brings real joy to their lives 

• Sacrificial/Informed/Disciplined/Resourceful/Charitable 

 

Cautions: 

• Remember to check your ethics as you make money for God 

• Don’t use your money as a way to try to control the church 

 

1.6 Leadership 

• Demonstrate an unusual ability to influence others.  

• Have an independent determination to challenge and direct others toward a specific goal. 

• You stand out and take stands.  

• Tend to be multitalented, excelling in both their people and task skills.  

• Results oriented and goal driven.  

• Can envision the future of a church or ministry or an organisation. 

 

Cautions: 

• Abrasive/ Impatient/Ambitious/Prideful/Over-reaching 

 

 

1.7 Mercy 

• Ability to discern the pain in others 

• Could have suffering in your past that heightens your level of empathy 

• Able to come alongside the hurting and respond in an appropriate manner 

• Feels for and serves the lonely and outcasts 

• Serve cheerfully in situations where the conditions are difficult and desperate 

• Empathetic/Caring/Responsive/Listener/Compassionate/Loving/Sensitive 

 

Cautions: 
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• Realize that you cannot relieve everyone’s suffering in fact God uses suffering to develop 

people and draw them to Himself 

• May find yourself being taken advantage of easily 

• Guard against feeling unappreciated 

 

1.8 Hospitality 

• Ability to create an atmosphere of warmth where people feel welcome, loved and cared for 

• Help new people feel welcome 

• Create an environment where fellowship can be experienced and relationships built 

• Help people feel at ease in a new and unfamiliar setting 

• Friendly/Sensitive/Inviting/Trusting/Warm/Caring 

 

Cautions: 

• The gift is not just “entertaining” 

• Be considerate of your own family as you practice your gift 

 

1.9 Discernment – 1 Cor 12:10 

• Unusual ability to see through a lot of confusion and pin point problems and solutions. 

• Concerned about right and wrong.   

• Tend to listen well and hear the little and seemingly insignificant things that shed light on a 

specific need.  

• Easily distinguish between good and evil, truth and error.  

• Like to ask questions and then give advice.  

• Often relate problem to the violation of biblical principles.  

• Feel strongly about obeying truth and living by the Word of God. 

 

Cautions: 

• Can be too critical/ too dogmatic/struggles with giving mercy/grace 

 

1.10 Shepherding/Pastoring  

• Loves being with and ministering to people 

• People rather than task-oriented 

• Is energized by helping and supporting others in their walk with Christ 
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• Models with lifestyle what it means to be a follower of Christ 

• Develops trust through long-term relationships 

• Influencer, Relational, Guide, Protective, Supportive 

 

1.11 Evangelism - Ephesians 4:11 

• Strong desire to share the good news of Christ with others 

• Ability to naturally turn a conversation toward Christ 

• Desires to build relationships with non-believers 

• Adaptable in presenting the good news of Christ to the various needs of others 

• Not afraid to challenge non-believers to follow Christ 

• Sincere/Bold/Candid/Confident 

If you are an Evangelist, you have the Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 

communicating with people who are beyond your natural sphere of influence and leading them 

to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. 

 

Cautions: 

 

• Remember that it is God’s job to bring people to Christ–you are just the messenger 

• Avoid coming across as arrogant, be humble in sharing 

 

1.12 Apostleship – Ephesians 4:16 

• Have a clear vision to start new ministries where others may not.  

• They make great church planters and strong leaders.  

• Spirit led calling to reach out where others may never dare.  

• Demonstrate tremendous abilities in influencing others to follow.  

• Have a contagious and industrious enthusiasm to cross cultural, geographical, and 

economic boundaries for Christ. 

 

Cautions: 

• Can be too autocratic/too over-reaching/too tunnel-visioned 

 

 

1.13 Administration – 1 Co 12:28 
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• Detail oriented 

• Develops strategies to reach a goal 

• Can bring order out of chaos 

• Action oriented 

• Can build a successful system to bring about effective ministry 

• Efficient/Thorough/Organized/Conscientious 

If you are an Administrator, you have the Spirit-given capacity and desire to serve God by 

organizing, administering, promoting, and leading the various affairs of the church. You are the 

person who leads the church and its ministries. 

 

1.14 Faith 

• Found in those with the obvious ability to trust God in the most adverse circumstances. 

• Have a deeper dependence upon God and His Word.   

• Have the ability to overlook the obstacles and see the possibilities.   

• This gift exceeds simple optimism  

• The more impossible the situation, the greater the faith they tend to have. 

 

Cautions: 

• Insensitivity to those who see the difficulties/Lack balance and patience at times/Prideful 

 

1.15 The office of a prophet 

• A prophet is one who receives supernatural revelation and speaks by divine inspiration 

• Any believer may be used of God in the gift of prophecy as the Spirit wills, but that does 

not make him a prophet. 

• A prophet is, first of all, a minister who can preach or teach with an anointing. 

• A prophet brings with him an authority from God that accomplishes two things in the 

Church 

o A prophet is always reminding us that God is, not just that He was; he tells us what 

God is doing, not just what He has done 

o A prophet brings back the fear of the Lord 

• The marks of a prophet 

o Preaching that exhorts and strengthens the disciples. 

o Character that is true, honest, faithful, and holy. 
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o A message that appeals not to the flesh but to the spirit. 

o Prediction and fulfillment of prophecy. 

o Spiritual discernment in the lives of others. 

o Declaration of divine judgments when needed. 

o Willingness to suffer for speaking the truth without saving self. 

o A message in harmony with the Word of God and the known will of God. 

o Employment of symbolic actions. Prophets preach with pictures. 

o Ability and authority to judge the manifestations of prophetic gifts. 

 

 

 


