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As we draw close to the end of this series of BORN FOR THIS – this morning I want to have a 

heart to heart talk with you on the need to finish what you start. I have entitled my message – 

RUN TO FINISH WELL. 

I am sure from last week’s message, some of you decided to get going in what God has called 

you to do. In some respect you felt challenged to lay aside all distractions that have stopped 

you from pursuing your dream and passion. 

 

Many people start well but a few finish their races – not even talking about finishing well.  

• 20% of small businesses fail in their first year, 30% of small business fail in their second 

year, and 50% of small businesses fail after five years in business 

• Four out of ten marriages end in divorce before their 10th anniversary 

• 80% of people who sign up for a gym membership, drop out in the first 8 weeks.  

• Approximately 80% of resolutions fail by the second week of February 

 

That was not meant to depress anyone but was meant to give us a wake-up call – and for us 

to ask the question: what do I need to do be a different statistic.  

 

• If you want to be great in doing something, look for someone who is doing it well and 

imitate them and you will get the same results. 

• Christians have the greatest advantage over other people, we have a savior who came 
and finished well. 
 
Before they died: 
Muhammad said: I don’t know the purpose of life 
 
Budah said to his followers: seek for the truth 
 
Confucious said: I am not the way 
 
But Jesus said: I am the way, the truth and life; and no one comes to the father except 
through Me.  
 
 

• If you want to be a great husband, compare yourself with Jesus, if you want to be a great 

wife, compare yourself with Jesus. 

• As long as your pastor aspires to lead you like Jesus, you are in safe hands.  

 

Hebrews 12:2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was 

set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 

the throne of God. 
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1 Peter 2:21  For God called you to do good, even if it means suffering, just as Christ suffered 

for you. He is your example, and you must follow in His steps. 22  He never sinned, nor ever 

deceived anyone. 23  He did not retaliate when He was insulted, nor threaten revenge when 

He suffered. He left His case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly. 24  He personally 

carried our sins in His body on the cross so that we can be dead to sin and live for what is 

right. By His wounds you are healed. 

 

 

• Paul understood this principle when he told his followers to follow him as he followed Christ 

– 1 Cor 11:1. 

• Now Jesus came and finished what He came for. Jesus, talking to His father said 

 

John 17:4 I brought glory to You here on earth by completing the work You gave Me to do. 

 

John 19:30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And 

bowing His head, He gave up His spirit. 

 

• I want to look closely at Jesus in order to see what it takes to finish well. 

•  I want to share with you 7 Rs found in people who finish well 

 

a) Resilience  

• One of the major stumbling blocks in our pursuit of our calling and passions is having to 

deal with disappointment and failure  

• Anyone who has pursued something worthwhile has faced great resistance and people 

who finish well have a great need to be resilient. 

• Resilience is the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties; toughness 

• The storms of life will come—loss, betrayal, illness, tragedy, assaults on our faith, or just 

plain difficulties of life. 

• Jesus showed high levels of resilience – He did not allow situations to keep Him down. 

o He faced opposition from the devil right from the beginning – in the desert; Matthew 

4. He overcame by the word of God 

o He went to Nazareth and they rejected Him – these were His own people. He was 

not moved by that. 

o He was casting out devils and He was accused of operating by Beelzebub the 

prince of the devils – Matthew 12:24 
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o Jesus was rejected by the Samaritan villagers 

 

• Jesus told His disciples of tough times  

 

Matthew 10:24 "A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 "It is 

enough for a disciple that he be like his teacher, and a servant like his master. If they have 

called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his 

household! 

 

John 16:33 "These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world 

you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world." 

 

• In your moment of trouble, stand on the promises of God – it is like eating properly in order 

to boost your immune system, it is like training in order to be ready for the race 

Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 

them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 

Ephesians 6:10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 

 

• Your resilience comes from knowing that God is with you in the fire 

Joshua 1:9 I repeat, be strong and brave! Don’t be afraid and don’t panic, for I, the LORD your 

God, am with you in all you do. 

Isaiah 49:15 "Can a woman forget her nursing child, And not have compassion on the son of 

her womb? Surely they may forget, Yet I will not forget you. 

 

• Your resilience also comes from knowing that your trials develop you, refine you and make 

you a better recipient of God’s blessings 

James 1:2-4 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, when you are involved in various trials, 

because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. But you must let 

endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing. 

 

b) Reliable 

• People who finish well are reliable – The big question you should answer this morning is; 

can God count on you, can your family count on you, can your friends count on you. 

• Reliability is a character issue – your gift can take you where your character cannot sustain 

you. 
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• People or things that are reliable can be trusted to work well or to behave in the way that 

you want them to 

• Jesus could be relied on – when the going got tough, Jesus did not pull the plug.  

John 6:38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but to do the will of Him 

who sent Me. 

 

Luke 22:41 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt down and 

prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My 

will, but Yours, be done." 43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 

44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of 

blood falling down to the ground. 

• Tied to the aspect of reliability is being faithful to our calling – this is living a life that is 

committed to a cause. 

• God is looking for a faithful generation – a generation that will act in a way that is expected 

of it. 

• Reliability breeds trust and trust is empowering. When God trusts you, He will increase 
your influence. 

Matthew 25:20 "So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, 

saying, 'Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides 

them.' 21 "His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a 

few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.' 

• From time to time the Lord checks us out – looking for a specific type of fruit. This speaks 

of expectations. God has an expectation concerning the grace He placed over your life 

• Being reliable is a learned habit which one can grow into. 

Proverbs 25:19 Like a broken tooth or a foot out of joint is confidence in a faithless man in time 

of trouble. 

 

c) Reliant  

• The reason why many people start but never finish is that they simply run out of energy 

and resources. 

• It is like starting a building project, only to stop half way because you have run out of 

resources either cash or you can’t find the specific tiles you want for your bathroom 

• The question is; are you God reliant or self-reliant 

• The person you rely on determines the extent of your resources – if they are limited you 

become limited as well, if they are unlimited you become unlimited too.  

•  Jesus being the man on earth was limited and needed someone greater, someone 

unlimited in order to finish His race. 
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• Jesus totally relied on the father in order to finish His race on earth. 

John 5:19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the 

Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever 

the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner. 

 

John 8:26 "I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is 

true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him." 

 

• To finish well, you need to realize that in and of yourself you can’t do it – this breeds total 

dependence on the source of your gift. 

• It is time that we come off our high mountains and surrender our gifts to the giver for His 

help, guidance and favour. 

• Paul says the following: 

2Corinthians 3:5 Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from 

ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, 6 who also made us sufficient as ministers of the 

new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

 

• We don’t always feel like doing what God has called us but He works in us to do it – 

Philippians 2:13 for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. 

 

• Our ability to finish the race is highly dependent on how connected we are to the source 

John 15:4 Remain in Me, and I will remain in you. For a branch cannot produce fruit if it is 

severed from the vine, and you cannot be fruitful unless you remain in Me. 5  "Yes, I am the 

vine; you are the branches. Those who remain in Me, and I in them, will produce much fruit. 

For apart from Me you can do nothing. 

• This is the key for longevity – remain plugged to the source. 

 

 

 

 


