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About 19 years ago, I decided to emigrate from my country in search of a better education. I happened 

to had been accepted to study at what was called a world class university in Africa – UCT. I still have 

vivid memories of the 26hr bus ride from Harare Zimbabwe all the way to Capetown. 

I had mixed emotions – I was very excited but at the same time very scared of the big move, I had no 

idea of what to expect. When I got to Cape Town, I still remember catching a taxi that took me through 

main road all the way to lower campus. 

The rest is history, at the end of 4 years, I qualified with an honour’s degree – I had a great time at 

UCT, if I would have another chance, I would do it again. 

South Africa in general and UCT to be specific was an unfamiliar territory. I had heard of the crime in 

the country, the horrific accidence on the highways and so forth. But behind all that, there was my 

future. 

This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter UNFAMILIAR TERRITORIES. 

If something is unfamiliar to you, you know nothing or very little about it, because you have not seen 

or experienced it before. 

Unfamiliarity could also mean unacquainted with, a stranger to, unaccustomed to, inexperienced in 

• No one was born in a familiar territory – when you were conceived, you found yourself in your 

mother’s womb which was unfamiliar from the start.  

• You got used to the womb, you became comfortable in it, just before you thought that was all 

there was to life, you were thrusted into another strange world – no wonder why you screamed 

when mama pushed you out. 

• For every step of growth and development, there is an unfamiliar territory waiting to be 

confronted.   

• The truth of the matter is that when you are encountered with something unfamiliar, the natural 

reaction is to be fearful and uncomfortable.  

• I have discovered that the rate of your progress is largely determined by the way you manage the 

unfamiliar territories.  

• God will always move you from a current familiar territory into an unfamiliar one so as to grow you 

• An unfamiliar territory could mean: 
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o  moving from being single into marriage,  

o Moving from one job to the next,  

o Maybe its experiencing death, the list is unending.  

• The apostle Paul speaks to the church at Philippi, after he had told them about the need to shift 

priorities, he then said: 

Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  

• He was saying, I am a man on a mission and because of that I cannot settle – this is the issue, many 

people settle in the familiar because it is comfortable and they have nothing worthwhile to pursue.  

• But Paul says, I was such a bad boy but Christ came for me and this means there must be 

something special that Christ earmarked me for.  

• Paul uses the phrase - Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected 

• The devil will make you comfortable in your current space in order to rob you of what you could be 

in the future.  

• What you could be in the future is dressed up in discomfort and unpredictability – unfamiliar 

territories are highly volatile and unpredictable. It is like playing a match against a team you know 

nothing about.  

• Paul was determined to press on, stretch on, try on until he laid hold of what Christ saved him for 

– the language that Paul uses is that of applying force – but I press on. 

• When you are confronted by the enemy called familiar, you need to exert some force in order to 

break out of its jaws.  

• Listen to me, in 2019 casual Christians will become a victim of the system of this world.  

Matthew 11:12 "And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers 

violence, and the violent take it by force. 

Revelation 3:15  "I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that you were 

one or the other! 16  But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of 

My mouth!  
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• The apostle Paul continues with his thesis in verse 13 where he says: 

13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things 

which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,  

• It is comfortable to hold onto what we are used to and try to change the current state to suit past 

experiences. They say don’t fix it if it is working – This attitude results in complacency  

• Paul is teaching us something very profound – your greatest enemy against your future success is 

your past successes. 

• By behaving in this manner, you fail to adapt to what God is doing in the now. The best you can do 

with the past is to learn from it and apply those learnings in the new environment. 

• Every new season heralds a new dimension of doing things – God is always up to something fresh. 

Isaiah 43:19 “Behold, I will do a new thing; now it shall spring forth; shall ye not know it? I will even 

make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.” 

• The plan of God is for us to move when He moves, like the children of Israel who were led by a 

pillar of fire by night and a cloud by day. These two elements represented the very presence of 

God. When the presence of God moved, they moved regardless of the time of the day.  

• Paul is pushing the bounds in terms of not settling in the familiar – look at verse 14 

14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

• There is something more for you – God is unlimited. Your calling in Christ is called an upward 

calling. 

• The only way to confront your unfamiliar territories is to forget the past comforts, the past 

successes and tell yourself that greater things are yet to happen.  

• There is an ultimate prize – it is the imperishable crown that will be presented to us. 

• Let 2019 be a year where you go deeper in your walk with the Lord, you grow in what God has 

called you to do. 

• It leads one to lay aside anything and anyone that hinders you from obtaining the prize 

 


