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Jim was one of those people who had a passion and burden to communicate the gospel. His 

biggest challenge was how he was going to bring the message into a setting that seemed so far 

away, how he could help people embrace the truth. 

Jim decided to go all out to reach the people whom he felt God had called him to reach. Talk 

about becoming all things to all people – I Cor 9:22-23: 

• For starters he shaved his head right down to the skin, except for a patch of hair which 

grew to become a pony tail (which he later dyed in a bright colour) 

• He gave up his familiar business attire and started dressing like them 

• He changed his eating patterns and started eating like them 

• He leant their language and to fully assimilate he moved into their neighborhood.  

He became very close to them but in most cases they rejected his message. 

To add insult to injury, other church leaders thought he had gone too far and they did not 

support him. 

Jim was sold out for the cause; he faced the challenges, followed the vision and by the grace of 

God he fulfilled his calling. 

Jim is an extraordinary example of reaching the unchurched at any cost. I am talking about one 

of the greatest evangelists of the early 19 hundreds by the name of James Hudson Taylor. 

He started the ministry called China Inland Mission and is known to have turned so many in 

China to the knowledge of Jesus. 

Jim shows us that it is worth taking the risk to reach lost people with the love of Jesus. 

• Reaching lost souls has to be a heart matter – it can’t be something you do because you 

are forced to do it. 

• It needs to become a way of life – starting today and for the coming 3 weeks I am going 

to teach you on A life of reaching the lost. 

• People who reach the lost are true disciples of Jesus 

• When it came to be His disciples, Jesus presented a compelling picture of what it took 

to be one. 

 

Luke 14:28 "For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not sit down first and count the 

cost, whether he has enough to finish it -- 29 "lest, after he has laid the foundation, and is not 

able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 30 "saying, 'This man began to build and was 

not able to finish.' 31 "Or what king, going to make war against another king, does not sit down 

first and consider whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him 
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with twenty thousand? 32 "Or else, while the other is still a great way off, he sends a 

delegation and asks conditions of peace. 33 "So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all 

that he has cannot be My disciple. 

 

• Like Jim, we need to be completely sold out to the mission to which God has called us. 

• The business of loving the unloveable will cost you – it costed Jesus His life. 

• Like the builder of the tower who needs to consider the cost for the project before 

commencing, have you considered for a moment what it will cost you to be enlisted in the 

army of the living God. 

• Jim understood the cost and he was prepared to pay the price for it 

• We need to have a clear vision of what it will take to engage the passion rescue operation – 

to be an extension of Jesus here on earth. 

• The need has never been as compelling as it is today – our family members, our work 

colleagues are groping in darkness looking for answers  

 

In the coming weeks, I will embark on a journey to unpack before you firstly the nature of the 

secular landscape we are trying to reach for Jesus and discuss seven values that we will need to 

live by in order to push the PASSION RESCUE agenda. 

Seven key values to make Passion Rescue a reality 

• You and I will need to take ownership of each of them and make a quality decision to live 

by them. 

• A value is simply a principle that you hold dear to and you highly esteem it – it shapes all 

you do (perspective, thought patterns, what you do with your time and money etc.) 

 

 

VALUE #1 – Everyone matters before God 

• This sounds pretty obvious and you could even tune me out saying you have heard about it, 

you believe it and you are asking me to move onto deeper values. 

• What you need to know is that this value is the hardest one to absorb into your system. 

• If you have been in church for a long time, you can easily say of course it is in line with 

John 3:16 – God so loved the world 

• This is the challenge – “We agree with it, but we don’t own it”. We place it alongside all 

other truths and we quickly move on to other truths without putting weight on it. 
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• Listen carefully to what I am about to say: 

 

The success and failure of vision PASSION RESCUE hinges on the degree to which we own 

and apply this first value 

• When you and I fully take hold of this value, it will dramatically affect your budget and 

calendars. Those are the places where it expresses itself in daily life. 

• At end of the month you ought to look back and say  

o “Here’s where I have spent time and energy on trying to reach the unchurched” 

o “Here’s where I have invested my financial resources to help make evangelism 

happen, I have spent money to take unchurched friends to breakfast or lunch.” 

• These are investments that reflect the heart that says “People matter to God and they matter 

to me” 

• This value will be tested each time you try to rearrange your life – other values will start 

competing and crowding out this one. 

 

• I am sure Hudson Taylor’s quest to reach the Chinese people was constantly challenged – 

the criticism he faced from fellow missionaries, the rejection he experienced from those he 

was trying to reach. 

• He was tempted to ask “How much do these unchurched Chinese people matter to God” – 

from the success he experienced, it is a clear sign that he managed to keep his head clear 

and his heart warm and faithfully stuck to what mattered to God. 

 

• The Lord Jesus lived out this value in numerous places and one that stands out for me is the 

instance of the Samaritan woman in John 4. 

o Jesus broke the Jewish law by travelling through the heart of Samaria 

o He completely ignored the rules of political correctedness, risking His reputation by talking 

openly with a sinful Samaritan woman (she was a woman, a sinner and a Samaritan). The 

woman had all the hallmarks of controversy – it was scandalous to say the least 

o What was Jesus thinking when He did such a move – I can tell you now “The woman 

mattered to God and deserved someone to sacrifice for her” 

o Jesus felt holy love and concern for this woman and her people 

o Jesus went on to change his travelling plans in order to minister to a rejected people 

John 4:40 So when the Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He 

stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of His own word. 
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Jesus reflected this value even through His teachings: 

• He taught about the lost coin 

"Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins and loses one. Does she not light a lamp, sweep the 

house and search carefully until she finds it? And when she finds it, she calls her friends and 

neighbors together and says, 'Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.' In the same way, I 

tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents" 

(Luke 15:8-10). 

 

• He taught about the lost sheep 

“Then Jesus told them this parable: ‘Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of 

them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he 

finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home. Then he calls 

his friends and neighbors together and says, “Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.” I 

tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent’” (Luke 15:3-7). 

• Now, the call of the church is to imitate God in all that we do – can we imitate Jesus when 

it comes to this value. 

• We need to do whatever it takes to gain God’s heart toward those outside the family – it 

was and will never be God’s plan for anyone to perish 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord isn't really being slow about His promise, as some people think. No, He is 

being patient for your sake. He does not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to 

repent. 
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