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Whenever you open a newspaper, a magazine or watching a news bulletin, without failure you 

will discover that people are highly interested in discovering what is real in the spiritual realm. 

 

From cover stories of national news channels and magazines, to block buster movies, to top 

selling books, advertisements etc, people are hungry for spirituality. 

It tells you that they are looking to fill up a God sized void inside. 

 

If you search further, if you talk to the ordinary person, the sophisticated, the rich and the 

middle income person, you will discover that spiritual interest is at its highest level.  

 

What I find interesting and quite fascinating is that although there is growing suspicion towards 

organized religion, many people are still willing to turn to an ordinary church like ours hoping 

to find the answers.  

 

The Challenge  

• The church, which carries answers to the spiritual state of communities has lost sight of the 

primary purpose for which it was created in the first place. 

• If you look around, you will discover that the church is in a slumber mode, it is inactive and 

unconcerned about the state of affairs. 

• Let me go around asking you – what is your understanding of the purpose of church 

• You might say the church is there to 

o Fulfill God’s plan 

o Teach people and build up the body of Christ 

o Worship and grow 

o Teach young people about God 

o Help the needy 

• These sound like great answers, but the problem here is that these answers are not coming 

from a clear sense of mission or priority.  

• Evangelism is one of the highest values in the church which is least practiced. I have never 

met anyone who genuinely believes in the Bible but does not believe in evangelism. 

• To be honest, in most ministries very few lost people are being reached for Christ. 

• You and I don’t need to go far to see what a healthy church looks, a church that is on 

course, a church that is on a mission for Jesus: 
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Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe all things that 

I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.  

 

• This mandate was given for all churches of all time, so it includes every one of us who is 

part of this church. 

• Since this issue applies to all of us, I need you to answer this question for yourself and for 

this local church; why are we not doing what Jesus commanded us to do? 

• Studies show that:  

o most Christians don’t have many if any non-Christian friends. The majority of 

Christians cannot quote John 3:16 and more so cannot explain a clear gospel 

illustration.  

o A mere 14% of pastors claim that their churches are heavily involved in evangelism 

o Only 1 out of 3 churches ever trains its people in evangelism. 

 

• The truth is that we might talk a good game but our actions speak louder than our words 

• We can claim to be called Go church whilst back at the range there is no going happening 

whatsoever. 

o Do we really care about lost people? 

o Do we sincerely believe that knowing Christ is the best way to live and the only way 

to die? 

o Are we convinced that everyone we know needs to find the forgiveness, friendship, 

life and leadership that Jesus offers? 

o Do we truly believe in hell and that our friends and families will end up there if they 

don’t trust in Christ before they die? 

• If we believe in all of the above, are we willing to 

o Take the risks to warn them 

o To invest our time and energy to attract them to step across the line of faith 

What needs to happen? 

That is a great question to ask and I have an answer for you. 

The church needs to regain its true identity in order to be a true ambassadors of Jesus here on 

earth.  
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• We have been running for almost 2 years and whether by design or by default we have 

developed a maintenance mode approach to church. 

• We have become professionals at being gate keepers and waiters – waiting for people to 

come through to our restaurant, the church. 

• We have become comfortable with what we have become 

• Let me say to you this morning, that is not who we are – we are go church. By definition 

go means move, explore, seek, try out. We have become the exact opposite. 

• Our identity is found in the great commission – “Go and make disciples of all nations…” 

• Unless we change how we have been doing church, we will die a natural death – heaven 

will have no compelling reason to keep us going. 

• Churches are planted not to make a certain man rich or for the fun of it, we plant churches 

in order to expand the kingdom of God. 

• Whilst we have been inward focused, from here on we are going to be outward focused, we 

are going to ask ourselves “What have we done to reach someone for Jesus” 

• To enable us to do that, we are going to rally around the following evangelistic mission 

statement : 

Reaching the unchurched anywhere, anyhow and turning them 

into Disciples of Christ 

• I want to hear that in every prayer meeting, in every meeting, I want to see that on every 

print media that goes out until it becomes our second nature. 

• Everything that this church will do from here on will be about reaching and discipling 

people. 

• What reasons do you have for not doing this – many of you are from centurion and without 

knowing it, you have believed a lie that says I can’t reach my neighbor because church is 

far. 

• May God open your eyes to view your community, your workplace as your mission field?  

• This will make some people very uncomfortable but I am sorry to say, but our name is go. 

Repeat after me and say I am go, we are go! 

 

How are we going to do this? 

• That is another great question and I have an answer for you. 

• We are launching an outreach oriented programme called:  
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PASSION RESCUE 

• This comes from the fact that Jesus was so passionate about you and I that He was prepared 

to die a gruesome death in order to reconcile you with the father. 

• He rescued you and I from the pits of hell, you can say He rescued us from drowning in our 

sins. 

Luke 19: 9And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a 

son of Abraham. 10“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 

• You and I need to rise up with passion to rescue someone from their situation. 

• It will take you as an individual working within a church that is wired to reaching the 

unchurched.  

• It will take personal and relational evangelism in order to reach the unchurched anywhere 

and anyhow. 

• You will not be left out to dry by yourselves, we will train you – in actual fact each one of 

us will go through a training program which will be announced in due course.  

• Passion rescue will only work if we have enthusiastic and well trained people working 

within a biblically functioning and outward focused church. 

• When we start rolling out our year planner, you will see that there will be programs that 

will make it easy for you to bring along your unchurched friends. 

• Passion rescue is talking about a culture change – it will make you aware of things that you 

were oblivious to. 

• The passion to engage in the rescue operation requires you to believe things like: 

o If God be for us who can be against us – Romans 8:31 

o Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you – James 

4:7 

o The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective – James 5:16 

o Upon this rock, I will build my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 

it – Matt 16:18 

o I can do all things through Him who gives me strength – Phil 4:13 
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