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For the past 3 weeks Pastor Paul took us on a journey in which through the word of God, he 

equipped us and gave us tools that would enable us to rise to our next level of leadership. 

This morning I want to you about “A FRUIT BEARING LEADER” 

 

 There are leaders who bear fruit and there are leaders who don’t. 

 Bearing fruit is warfare by itself – hence the enemy fights it severely 

Genesis 3:15 “And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 

offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel.” 

 

Psalms 127:4 “Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one's youth. 

5How blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them; They will not be ashamed When 

they speak with their enemies in the gate. 

 A healthy leader is able to produce fruit through his/her team. But in order for you 

produce fruit in a team context, family context, you need to master the fruit producing 

mechanisms in your own personal life.  

 Fruitfulness is so key to such an extent that God cuts of anyone who is not fruitful: 

John 15: 1"I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2"Every branch in Me 

that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes 

it so that it may bear more fruit. 

 Your longevity and promotion as a leader is determined by how much fruit you are 

bearing.  

 Being a busy body does not equate to being fruitful – there are different levels of 

fruitfulness 

Mt 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, 

and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

 From the different portions of fruit produced by the good ground; a hundred fold, sixty 

fold, and thirty fold, we may learn that all sound believers are not equally fruitful 

 If you are a thirty fold level producer, there are things that you need to do in order to 

get to the sixty fold level 

 We are going to explore an event in the life of a Philip, who was one of the early church 

leaders. 
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 With the rising of persecution in Jerusalem, most disciples left for their own safety and 

wherever they went, they preached the Gospel 

 Phillip was busy preaching in Samaria – here he was being fruitful but when God was 

about to shift his levels of fruitfulness, there were things he had to do 

Acts 8:26 And the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, Arise, and go toward the 

south unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert. And he 

arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great authority under 

Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had come 

to Jerusalem for to worship, 28  Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias the 

prophet 

 In order to go to your next level of fruitfulness, you need to: 

 

1. Get involved with what God is doing 

 On God’s timetable, it was time for the gospel to reach Ethiopia and there was no better 

way of doing this than to touch a person of influence. 

 By touching the Eunach, all of a sudden Phillip’s ministry was going to touch an entire 

nation. 

 The angel gave concise directions and locations of where Philip’s ministry was needed. 

On God’s timetable, it was time for the Ethiopian eunuch to experience salvation. 

 In order for you to be productive, you need to be open to what God is doing  

 Your level of fruitfulness is determined by being in the right place and meeting the felt 

need. It’s a matter of location and constituents.  

 Sometimes the Lord will come into your life and interrupt what you are doing – are you 

flexible enough to shift – this takes self leadership 

 In order to achieve this we need to develop an ability to pick up on what God is saying – 

the directions given to Philip were very specific.  

o It had to be towards south 

o The way that goes from Jerusalem to Gaza 

o Philip would have missed his mission had he gone towards north.  

 What I find interesting is that when the angel of the Lord told Philip to move, the angel 

did not exactly tell him what was at the location. 

 He had to trust that God was up to something big despite not knowing what was on 

South Street. The initial step of obedience led to greater works. 
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 With every little bit of obedience, we are ushered into a greater dimension of our 

calling. You can’t afford to wait to know that there is an Ethiopian on South Street. 

Acts 8:27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great 

authority under Candace queen of the Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, 

and had come to Jerusalem for to worship, 

 It was only after he had arrived at South Street that he realised that his mission had to 

do with a man of great influence and authority. 

 

 

 

Acts 8:29 Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 30 And 

Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest 

thou what thou readest? 

 

 On arriving in South Street, Philip needed further instructions – he saw the Ethiopian 

Eunuch but did know what to do with him. 

 Something key happened – THE SPIRIT SAID and PHILIP RAN. Philip needed to cooperate 

with the Holy Spirit in order to move closer to being a solution  

 In order to be fruitful, you need to:  

 

2. Work with the Holy Spirit   

 It is for the Holy Spirit to speak and it is for you to run. When roles are reversed, we 

usually render ourselves unfruitful 

 Working with the Holy spirit was the modus operandi of the apostles in the early church 

Acts 16:7 After they were come to Mysia, they assayed to go into Bithynia: but the Spirit 

suffered them not. 8 And they passing by Mysia came down to Troas. 9 And a vision 

appeared to Paul in the night; There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, 

Come over into Macedonia, and help us. 10 And after he had seen the vision, immediately we 

endeavoured to go into Macedonia, assuredly gathering that the Lord had called us for to 

preach the gospel unto them. 
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 Collaborating with the Holy spirit will save us a lot of heart aches, disappointments and 

time wastage – Moses and the children of Israel 

Numbers 20:12 And God says to Moses, "Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me in 

the eyes of the Children of Israel, you're not going to go into the Land of Israel with the 

Jewish people."  

 

 Working with the Holy Spirit causes you to see and hear what you would not ordinarily 

perceive. 

Isaiah 30:21 Your own ears will hear him. Right behind you a voice will say, “This is the way 

you should go,” whether to the right or to the left. 

 

 Working with the Holy Spirit leads us into a path of fruitfulness 

Isa 58:11 And the LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and 

make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, 

whose waters fail not 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acts 8: 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do 

you understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone 

instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. 

 

 It was only after Philip got close to the chariot that he understood what he was dealing 

with. 

 That was when he realised the real need – In order for you to move to your next level of 

fruitfulness: 

3. Get closer to the need – proximity gives perspective 

 When you try to deal with issues via the remote control, you usually give the wrong 

prescription  

 The closer you are to the issues, the more relevant the solution you are likely to provide 
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 The salt is only effective when it is where it is needed – the salt is good for nothing as 

long as it remains in the salt shaker 

 There is a price to be paid in order to smell like the sheep – you have to give up some 

privileges –  

 I don’t know how fast the chariot was going at but Philip had to keep up with it long 

enough to hear what was being read. 

 When people see that you are really interested in them, they will invite you on board – 

they will bring you into their inner circle  

31 The man replied, “How can I, unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to 

come up into the carriage and sit with him. 

 The Ethiopian Eunuch had to see that Philip was genuinely interested in his life before he 

could invite him into his space. It took some level of trust to invite a stranger into his 

expensive car. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Being invited into the chariot did not guarantee a positive outcome, it was not obvious 

that Philip was going to be successful on his mission. 

 Being closely linked with unbelievers does not mean you will automatically win them to 

Christ – you still need to build bridges 

 Philip sustained the conversation with the Eunuch by creating a common ground with 

him  

 In order to go to your next level of fruitfulness in what God is busy with: 

4. Develop a deeper connection by creating a common ground 

Ac 8:32  The place of the scripture which he read was this, He was led as a sheep to the 

slaughter; and like a lamb dumb before his shearer, so opened he not his mouth: 33 In his 

humiliation his judgment was taken away: and who shall declare his generation? for his life is 

taken from the earth. 34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, of whom 

speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some other man? 35 Then Philip opened his 

mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 

 Philip began his conversation by beginning with where the Eunuch was at – this was a 

common ground which made it easy for him to break into the life of the man. 
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 Your message is received better when people feel that you can connect with where they 

are at. 

 Philip chose to be relevant by providing an answer to the question on hand – in the 

process, he was able to preach Christ. 

 Paul used the same approach in Acts 17 when he came an Athens city – he saw a 

monument written “to an unknown God”. He started his talk by speaking to their 

situation. 

 Though Philip knew that the ultimate goal was to get the Eunuch to accept Jesus, he had 

to be patient and move at the same pace 


