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A lot of people struggle with the concept of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and there is a 

whole lot of confusion around this. It is virtually impossible to have faith for something that 

you are greatly confused about.  

Today I am going to teach you from scriptures on the baptism of the Holy Spirit and then 

get into some practicalities of this great phenomenon 

 

• Jesus was baptized in the Holy Spirit at Jordan. The Spirit came and remained on 

Him (Mt. 3:16-17; Mark 1:10-11; Luke 3:21-22; John 1:19-34). 

Matthew 3:16-17As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At 

that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 

dove and lighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I 

love; with him I am well pleased.” 

 

• It is part of the ministry of Jesus to baptize with the Holy Spirit (John 1:33; 

Compare to John 4:2). 

John 1:33 I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize 

with water told me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is 

he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.”  

 

• Jesus prophesied that this baptism would be a believer’s experience (John 7:38- 

39). 

John 7:38-39 “Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living 

water will flow from within him.” By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who 

believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, 

since Jesus had not yet been glorified.  

 

1. What is the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

a) It is the promise of the Father (Acts 1:4-5). 

And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from 

Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have 

heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with 

the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” –NKJV 
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b) It is an infilling with power to do the commands of Christ (Acts 1:8; Luke 

24:49). 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 

of the earth.”  

 

Luke 24:49 “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the 

city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  

 

c) It is a definite experience of which we can know that we have or have not 

received (Acts 19:2). 

Acts 19:2 And asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They 

answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  

 

d) It takes place at a given point in time (Acts 1:5). 

Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the 

Holy Spirit.”  

 

e) It is an operation of the Spirit different from and happens after the conversion 

experience or being born of the Spirit (Acts 8:12, 15-16; 19:1-2). 

 

Acts 8:12, 15-16 But when they believed Philip as he preached the good news of the 

kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and 

women.  

15 -16 When they arrived, they prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, 

because the Holy Spirit had not yet come upon any of them; they had simply been 

baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus.  

 

Acts 19:1-2 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and 

arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, “Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard that 

there is a Holy Spirit.”  
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f) Every true believer has the Holy Spirit, but not every believer has the baptism 

of the Holy Spirit (I Cor. 6:19; Rom. 8:9; Acts 19:1-2). 

I Corinthians 6:19 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is 

in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own.  

 

Romans 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if 

the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does 

not belong to Christ.  

 

Acts 19:1-2 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and 

arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, “Did you receive 

the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even heard 

that there is a Holy Spirit.”  

 

g) It is part of the proper Christian birth and separation from the old life (Acts 

2:38). 

• On the Day of Pentecost after Peter had preached to the multitudes and the Holy 

Spirit had brought conviction to their hearts, the multitudes asked, “What must we 

do?” 

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.”  

• Peter gave them the whole package that involved repentance, faith, water baptism, 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit and separation from the world (Acts 2:40). 

 

2. How did the Early Church experience the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

a) On the Day of Pentecost God poured out His Spirit upon the expectant 

disciples 

Acts 2:1 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 

Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the 

whole house where they were sitting. They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.  
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b) The believers at Samaria received the Holy Spirit (Acts 8:14-17). 

Acts 8:14-17 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 

word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. When they arrived, they prayed for 

them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, because the Holy Spirit had not yet come 

upon any of them; they had simply been baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  

 

c) The Holy Spirit fell on those that heard the Word in the house of Cornelius, a 

Gentile (Acts 10:44-48; 11:15-17). 

 

Acts 10:44-48 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on 

all who heard the message. The circumcised believers who had come with Peter 

were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles. For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. Then Peter 

said, “Can anyone keep these people from being baptized with water? They have 

received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” So he ordered that they be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days.  

 

Acts 11:15-17 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come 

on us at the beginning. Then I remembered what the Lord had said: “John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So if God gave them the 

same gift as he gave us, who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think 

that I could oppose God?  

 

d) The Ephesian believers received the gift of the Holy Spirit (Acts 19:1-6). 

Acts 19:1-6 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior 

and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples and asked them, “Did you 

receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” They answered, “No, we have not even 

heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you 

receive?” “John's baptism,” they replied. Paul said, “John's baptism was a baptism 

of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in 

Jesus.” On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. When 

Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied.  
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3. Why is it necessary to receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

The baptism of the Holy Spirit is absolutely necessary for every Christian for the 

service that Christ demands and expects of us. 

a) Christ commanded the disciples not to enter into ministry until they were 

baptized with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:4). 

 

b) Jesus Christ Himself did not enter into His ministry until He was baptised in 

the Holy Spirit 

(Luke 3:21-22; 4:14, 18; John 1:29-34; 2:11; Acts 10:38). 

Luke 4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach 

good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 

recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed.  

 

c) The apostles sought that every believer be baptised (Acts 19:1-2). 

 

d) With the baptism of the Holy Spirit comes spiritual authority to the believer 

(Acts 1:8). 

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will 

be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.  

 

4. What is the evidence of the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

• In all of the instances of people receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit in the Bible, 

speaking with other tongues is either present or implied. 

• The important thing is to study the scriptures to see if there is common 

denominator found whenever people were baptised in the Holy Spirit. 

 

a) This was true at the initial outpouring on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:4). 

Acts 2:4 “And began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 

utterance.” 

 

b) This was true when the Samaritans were baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 

8:14-21). 

Acts 8:18 “And when Simon saw that through the laying on of hands the Holy Spirit 

was given…”  
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c) This was true when the Holy Spirit fell upon Cornelius and his household 

(Acts 10:44-48). For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.  

 

Paul says “I thank my God, I speak in tongues more than ye all”. I Corinthians14:18 

d) This was true when the men of Ephesus were baptized in the Holy Spirit (Acts 

19:1-6). 

Acts 19:6 And they spoke with tongues, and prophesied.  

 

Ernest Gentile in his book God and His Word states, “The Bible does not say that you 

MUST speak in tongues to have the baptism of the Holy Spirit, but it does teach us by 

illustration that if you have the baptism of the Holy Spirit, you will be given the 

immediate evidence of speaking in tongues.” 

 

 

5. Who may receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

a) All believers in Christ are candidates (Acts 2:39; Mark 16:17). 

Acts 2:39 The promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off-for all 

whom the Lord our God will call.  

 

Mark 16:17 And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they 

will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues.  

 

b) The fundamental conditions are repentance and faith in Jesus Christ as an 

all-sufficient Savior (Acts 2:38; 10:44). 

Acts 2:38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the 

Holy Spirit.”  

 

Acts 10:44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all 

who heard the message.  

 

c) The believer’s knowledge that there is such a blessing and that it is for him in 

the here and now (Acts 19:2-6). 
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Acts 19:2, 6 And asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” 

They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”…When 

Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in 

tongues and prophesied.  

 

d) God gives the Holy Spirit to them that obey Him. Obedience means absolute 

surrender to the Lordship of Christ (Acts 5:32). 

 

Acts 5:32 “We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God 

has given to those who obey him.” When they heard this, they were furious and 

wanted to put them to death.  

 

e) How does one receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

 

• Fulfill the prerequisites for receiving the Holy Spirit as listed above. 

 

• Remember that it is a free gift and not earned (Gal. 3:2). 

Galatians 3:2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 

by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 

 

• Ask Christ to give you this gift and He will (Acts 8:14; Luke 11:9-13). 

Acts 8:14When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the 

word of God, they sent Peter and John to them.  

 

Luke 11:9-13 So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; 

knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who 

seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. “Which of you fathers, 

if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, 

will give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good 

gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit 

to those who ask him!”  

 

• Expect to receive this gift as hands are laid upon you (Acts 8:14-17; 9:17). 

• Exercise your faith by speaking in an unknown language unto the Lord. 
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• Yield your unruly member as an instrument of righteousness, not fearing that the 

Lord will give you something else than that which you desire. 

• Do not attempt to work up your emotions, relax in His presence. 

• Once you have received the baptism of the Holy Spirit use your tongue often as it is 

a key to spiritual vitality. 


