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When someone is in love, you can see it in their eyes, you can see the great length to which 

they will go in order to keep that love going. 

You can say when one is passionately in love, they will cross the oceans for it. There is nothing 

that can describe passion as the one shown by Jesus by dying on the cross. 

 

More than a decade ago, to be exact in 2004 Mel Gibson directed an outstanding movie 

entitled the Passion of the Christ, which highlighted what Christ had to endure in order to 

save you and me. 

What is the "Passion" of Christ? As the Bible reveals, it is His intense love for every person and 

desire that all will spend eternity with Him in heaven. This is the reason Christ came to earth 

and went to the cross to die a horrific death.  

When Jesus ascended to heaven, His intention was to continue His passion through you and 

me (the church). 

I have entitled my message as “CONSUMED BY HIS PASSION”. I feel that this message is so 

relevant to a day like this seeing that we have just shared the Lord ’s Supper today.  

 

Matthew 28:16-20 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where 

Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him—but some of them 

doubted! 18 Jesus came and told His disciples, "I have been given all authority in heaven and 

on earth. 19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the 

commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age." 

 

• If there is an area that God’s people have been walking in defeat at an alarming rate is the 

area of making disciples. 

• A church that does not reach the lost has lost itself. 

• More and more the great commission has become a side show and to some level a 

nuisance and irritation to some believers. 

• If I may ask you; when was the last time you shared the gospel, the good news with 

someone. What has been your reasons for not sharing this good news 
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Romans 10:13 For "Everyone who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved." 14  But 

how can they call on Him to save them unless they believe in Him? And how can they 

believe in Him if they have never heard about Him? And how can they hear about Him 

unless someone tells them? 15  And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? 

That is why the Scriptures say, "How beautiful are the feet of messengers who bring good 

news!" 

• Recently there has been a widening gap between evangelism in theory and practice – only 

37% of born again Christians share the gospel. The graph below indicates the impact this 

lack of evangelism will have in the long term.  

• Not only has there been an decrease in evangelism, there has been an increase in drop 

outs from Christianity  

Meanwhile, religious switching, which is expected to hinder the growth of some other 

religious groups, is not expected to have a negative net impact on Muslims. By contrast, 
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between 2010 and 2050, Christianity is projected to have a net loss of more than 60 million 

adherents worldwide through religious switching. – Pew Research Centre (2015) 

 

a) A passion for the lost has been lost 

1. Christians have no sense of urgency to reach lost people. 

2. Many Christians and church members do not fully appreciate the implications of the 

death of a sinner. 

3. Many Christians and church members are lazy and apathetic, sometimes too busy. 

4. We are more known for what we are against than what we are for. 

5. Christians play the waiting game – wait for sinners to come rather than go and fish for 

them 

6. Many church members think that evangelism is the role of the pastor and paid staff. 

7. Most Christians are self-centred and coming to church is about getting my needs met 

rather than reaching the lost. 

8. Church members are backing away from engaging the ungodly culture they face. 

9. Many church members don’t really believe that Christ is the only way of salvation. 

10. Less and less Christians value prayer and are ill-equipped to reach the lost  

11. Churches have lost their focus on making disciples who will thus be equipped and 

motivated to reach the lost. 

12. Christians do not want to share the truth of the gospel for fear they will offend others. 

Political correctness is too commonplace even among Christians. 

13. Most churches have unregenerated members who have not received Christ 

themselves. 

14. Some churches have theological systems that do not encourage evangelism. 

15. Our churches have too many activities; we are too busy to do the things that really 

matter. 
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b) Be consumed by His passion again 

 

I. Develop an accurate view of the state of man 

• We are usually deceived by looks and tend to think all is well – this is a lie from the pits of hell. 

• Heaven is for people who are born again and not for good people – there are a lot of good 

non-believers who a hell bound. 

• Sin entered the human race as a result of the original sin of Adam and Eve. As a result of this 

(since all mankind came from Adam) every human being is born with a sin nature). 

Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, 

and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned 

 

1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 

• Man cannot save himself and unless he is appealed to, he is not inclined to follow God 

John 3: 19b “…God's light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the 

light, for their actions were evil.” 

 

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know it? 

 

• Without Jesus, man is condemned for eternity  

John 3:16-18  "For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent His Son into the 

world not to judge the world, but to save the world through Him. 18"There is no judgment 

against anyone who believes in Him. But anyone who does not believe in Him has already been 

judged for not believing in God's one and only Son. 

 

Matthew 25:31-33, 41 When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with 

Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, and 

He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. And 

He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left…. 

Then He will also say to those on the left hand, “Depart from Me, you cursed ones, into the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  

 

 



CONSUMED BY HIS PASSION 

5

 

Consumed by His Passion : Michael Manyuni  - March © 2017                        

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

 

II. Take the responsibility to share your faith 

• Take ownership of your faith 

• We have too many well-meaning believers with great intentions, who fall short of the 

practicalities of their faith. 

James 2:19-20 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even 

the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can't you see that faith 

without good deeds is useless? 

• Living out your conviction is equivalent to carrying your cross 

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If any of you wants to be My follower, you 

must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow Me. 

• To take up the cross means  

o the willingness to endure shame, suffering, and perhaps martyrdom for His sake;  

o to die to sin, self, and the world.  

• To follow Him means to live as He lived with all that involves of humility, poverty, compassion, 

love, grace, and every other godly virtue. 

 

Luke 9:26  If anyone is ashamed of Me and My message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 

that person when He returns in His glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels. 

 

• Taking responsibility of your faith is equivalent to allowing Christ to live and walk through you 

2 Corinthians 5:15 …and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 

themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is a member of it. 

• We shall give an account for not sharing our faith 

Ezekiel 33:8  If I announce that some wicked people are sure to die and you fail to tell them to 

change their ways, then they will die in their sins, and I will hold you responsible for their 

deaths. 9  But if you warn them to repent and they don't repent, they will die in their sins, but 

you will have saved yourself.  
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Ac 20:25 "And indeed, now I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the 

kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 26 "Therefore I testify to you this day that I am 

innocent of the blood of all men. 27 "For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole 

counsel of God. 

III. Develop a genuine love for people 

• In the absence of genuine love, it is impossible to share the gospel. If it was not for love, Jesus 

would have remained in heaven 

John 3:16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 

 

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. 

• Your love for your friend will push you to share the gospel in order to provide him with fire 

insurance 

• But not only fire insurance but for him to also experience how it feels to be loved by king 

Jesus. 

• When Jesus rode into Jerusalem, at a certain point his attention was removed from the people 

who were worshipping Him and he focused on the city. What He saw made Him to weep over 

the city – compassion made him to react this way 

Luke 19:41 But as He came closer to Jerusalem and saw the city ahead, He began to weep. 42 

“How I wish today that you of all people would understand the way to peace. But now it is too 

late, and peace is hidden from your eyes.  

• Instead of just busking in the moment of praise, Jesus took time to contemplate the final 

destination of this great city 

• When you are compelled by love, you ignore all discomforts and pains that can come as a 

result of your actions. 

• Compassion causes you to see what others cannot see, to experience the pain that others are 

not experiencing. 

Matthew 9:36-38 When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them because they were 

confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 37 He said to His disciples, "The harvest 

is great, but the workers are few. 38 So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask 

Him to send more workers into His fields." 

• Compassion compels us to treat nonbelievers differently 

o You will find it acceptable to be around them 
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Luke 5:31-32 Jesus answered them, "Healthy people don't need a doctor—sick people do. 32 I 

have come to call not those who think they are righteous, but those who know they are sinners 

and need to repent." 

o You will make concessions without sacrificing divine truth; you become patient with 

people, you choose to disciple someone before they are born again 

 

 

c) Where to start 

Its more difficult to start than to maintain a culture – more energy is required, its an uphill because 

its something new in your system 

A. People You Already Know 

Look at your family, neighbours, school friends, etc.     

• Include Them in Activities you are Already Doing - like invite them to dinner, help them with 

school work.     

• Organise a Matthew Party - this is a social event designed to mix un-churched friends with 

churched friends.         

• Socialise First - Spend time interacting socially with them to build trust before you talk about 

God or spiritual matters. 

 

B. People You Used to Know 

You could renew relationships with non-believers that you used to know. Most people are open to 

renewing friendships that have grown cold 

 

C. People You Would Like to Know 

This would include people at clubs, or other places we might go to because of some hobby or 

interest that we have. You should start to frequent the same place again and again to get to know 

people there. 

 

 


