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If you are to be asked today as to what is the greatest act of love towards your friend, relative or any 

person, what would it be? 

 Giving a helping hand when someone is in need 

 Giving a smile, a hug or a great compliment when someone is in distress 

 Ensuring that someone has a roof over their head 

 Ensuring that no one goes to bed on an empty tummy 

 Ensuring that every girl child has access to sanitary pads 

 Ending child labour, child trafficking and child abuse 

I guess depending on what is closest to you, we will have different answers to this profound 

question. 

In as much as all that sounds great and really amazing but they all fall short of the greatest act of 

love. 

Today I want to talk to you about THE GREATEST ACT OF LOVE. It is an act of love that changes 

people’s eternity and it is called sharing the good news.  

When we share shelter without sharing the good news, that act of love falls short of the greatest act 

of love 

When we share a meal without sharing the gospel, our act of love falls short 

Matthew 28:16-20 Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where Jesus had 

told them to go. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him—but some of them doubted! 18 Jesus 

came and told His disciples, "I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 19 Therefore, go 

and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the 

Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of 

this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 

a) The state of evangelism  

 Recently there has been a widening gap between evangelism in theory and practice.  

 Barna Group, a research organisation did some research on evangelistic practices and attitudes 

and the following were some of the findings: 

o 73% of born again Christians believe that they have a personal responsibility to share 

their faith with others 
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o However only half (52%) of born again Christians say they actually did share the Gospel 

at least once this past year to someone with different beliefs 

o Born again Millennials (18 – 34yrs) share their faith more than any other generation 

today. Nearly two-thirds (65%) have presented the Gospel to another within the past 

year. This a group that has a reputation for walking away from the faith 

o Evangelism practice among Baby Busters (born approximately 1965-1980) is down to 

48% today from a high of 63% in 1998 

(Its generation that has been described as lazy, useless, ill-educated and shallow, 

unwilling to grow up, slow to start careers and launch families. They were raised by the 

baby boomers who were always at work and hard task masters – that made them to feel 

forgotten by parents, most busters struggle with feelings of alienation and that has 

impacted on their concept of relationship and commitment) 

o Nearly six out of 10 (57%) adults from low-income (+/-R120000 per annum) households 

have evangelized within the past 12 months 

o Only 37% of born again, middle-income (+/-R360000 per annum) adults have shared 

their faith this past year 

o More than 52% of born again, high-income (+/-R600000 per annum) adults have shared 

their faith this past year 

The above paints of picture of where we are at concerning reaching out to others with the gospel.  

 

b) What is at the centre of this decline? 

1. Christians have no sense of urgency to reach lost people.  

2. Many Christians and church members do not fully appreciate the implications of the death 

of a sinner. 

3. Many Christians and church members are lazy and apathetic, sometimes too busy. 

4. We are more known for what we are against than what we are for.  

5. Christians play the waiting game – wait for sinners to come rather than go and fish for them 

6. Many church members think that evangelism is the role of the pastor and paid staff. 
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7. Most Christians a self-centred and coming to church is about getting my needs met rather 

than reaching the lost. 

8. Church members are backing away from engaging the ungodly culture they face. 

9. Many church members don’t really believe that Christ is the only way of salvation. 

10. Less and less Christians value prayer and are ill -equipped to reach the lost  

11. Churches have lost their focus on making disciples who will thus be equipped and motivated 

to reach the lost. 

12. Christians do not want to share the truth of the gospel for fear they will offend others. 

Political correctness is too commonplace even among Christians. 

13. Most churches have unregenerated members who have not received Christ themselves. 

14. Some churches have theological systems that do not encourage evangelism. 

15. Our churches have too many activities; we are too busy to do the things that really matter. 

 

c) How to turn the situation around 

 

I. Developed an accurate view of the state of man 

 We are usually deceived by looks and tend to think all is well – this is a lie from the pits of 

hell. 

 Heaven is for people who are born again and not for good people – there are a lot of good 

non-believers who a hell bound. 

 Sin entered the human race as a result of the original sin of Adam and Eve. As a result of this 

(since all mankind came from Adam) every human being is born with a sin nature.  

Romans 5: Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, 

and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned 

 

1 John 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

 

 Man cannot save himself and unless he is appealed to, he is not inclined to follow God  

John 3: 19b “…God's light came into the world, but people loved the darkness more than the 

light, for their actions were evil.” 
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Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked; who can know 

it? 

 

 Without Jesus, man is condemned for eternity  

John 3:16-18  "For God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, so that 

everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent His Son into the 

world not to judge the world, but to save the world through Him. 18"There is no judgment 

against anyone who believes in Him. But anyone who does not believe in Him has already 

been judged for not believing in God's one and only Son. 

 

Matthew 25:31-33, 41 When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with 

Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the nations will be gathered before Him, 

and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 

And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left….  

Then He will also say to those on the left hand, “Depart from Me, you cursed, into  the 

everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  

 

 

II. Turn your conviction into action 

 It is not enough to only have a conviction – you need to live it out (remember the stats – 

75% have the conviction but only 52% turn it into action) 

 We have too many well-meaning believers with great intentions, who fall short of the 

practicalities of their faith. 

James 2:19-20 You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! 

Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 20 How foolish! Can't you see that 

faith without good deeds is useless? 

 Living out your conviction is equivalent to carrying your cross 

Matthew 16:24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If any of you wants to be My follower, you 

must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow Me. 

 To take up the cross means  

o the willingness to endure shame, suffering, and perhaps martyrdom for His sake;  

o to die to sin, self, and the world.  

 To follow Him means to live as He lived with all that involves of humility, poverty, 

compassion, love, grace, and every other godly virtue. 
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Luke 9:26  If anyone is ashamed of Me and My message, the Son of Man will be ashamed of 

that person when He returns in His glory and in the glory of the Father and the holy angels.  

 

 Living out your convictions is equivalent to allowing Christ to live and walk through you 

2 Corinthians 5:15 …and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for 

themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each of you is a member of it.   

 


