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A sure indicator of a healthy system is its ability to multiply and to grow. It goes without say that any 

parent with a baby monitors the baby to ensure that the baby is reaching all the expected milestones. 

Alarm bells are set off when a child fails to speak when they have reached an age where they are 

expected to speak, or when a child fails to walk when they were expected to walk. 

I say this with sensitivities because these things happen and when they do happen, they cause great 

pain and anxieties in the family. 

Think about the following: 

• Any healthy business grows  

• A healthy relationship adds value to those involved – it enriches them 

• A healthy school produces kids who are well behaved and who have good results 

• A healthy leader takes a team from good to great 

It is important to realise that it is not so much what you say that matters, it is the fruit of your life that 

matters most. 

Today I want to add another component that describes a healthy church community – A healthy 

community bears fruit. The title of my message is A FRUIT BEARING COMMUNITY 

 

1. How is fruitfulness viewed in the kingdom of God 

The kingdom of God is very much driven by the idea of fruitfulness – it is a kingdom that appreciates 

the fact that your level of fruitfulness determines your level of Influence. 

Just think about this; one of God’s names is Jehovah Elshaddai, which means the God who is more 

than enough. 

The name El Shaddai first appears in Gen. 17:1-2. El is the God of power and might.  Shaddai comes 

from the word ‘field’, and is also translated ‘breast’. It means provision and abundance.  Ending in 'ai' 

makes it plural possessive just as in Adonai.  El Shaddai could then be translated as ‘He who is all 

sufficient’. God is more than enough to meet all your needs and mine in any situation. 

 

God measures us based on our level of fruitfulness: 

Luke 13: 6 Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and he went to look 

for fruit on it but did not find any. 7 So he said to the man who took care of the vineyard, ‘For three 

years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why 
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should it use up the soil?’ 8 “‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around 

it and fertilize it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down. 

• The man in this parable is in reference to God 

o We proceed from God. We were created by God with the capacity to produce 

o God created us in His own image – an exact replica of the original  

• The tree in this case is a picture of the church.  

o The church is made up of individuals 

o We are called the planting of the Lord 

• The vineyard speaks of the environment within which the church is planted 

o We have been given all things that pertain to godliness and life - 2Pe 1:3 as His divine 

power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue 

o Through the word of God, we have access to the divine nature of God 

o God will never expect you to do what He has not given you the capacity to do 

• Unmet expectations of fruitfulness 

o The man was disappointed by the state of the fig tree – it was barren for 3 years 

o Year after year, the owner would come expecting fruit without avail, until he ran out 

of patience  

o There is an expectation for a church to bear fruit, for an individual to bear fruit – are 

you meeting your owner’s expectations  

o Unmet expectations put the tree in harm’s way – the axe of judgement was about to 

fall on it. It was not unusual to grow fig trees in vineyards. They were, however, trees 

that absorbed large amounts of nutrients from the soil, depriving the surrounding 

plants of nutrition and water. So, if the tree was not productive, it was only wise to 

remove it. It was doing more than just taking up space. It was actually harming the rest 

of the vineyard. 

o A fruitless tree is an expense and a liability to the system – it is wasteful – John 15 

• The vine dresser speaks of Jesus our advocate  

o There is a time of grace that is extended through the intervention of Jesus – He is 

called our intercessor. This is unusual; fig trees do not take much care. Yet, the 

vinedresser knows that without some additional care and intervention, there will be no 

saving the tree; it is hopelessly doomed to destruction 

o It is a picture of justice vs mercy – there is a time where justice demands for 

accountability.  



A HEALTHY COMMUNITY – FRUIT BEARING COMMUNITY 

3

 

A Fruit Bearing Community: Michael Manyuni © 25 June 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

o In that time, mercy steps in and says one more chance  

• Your level of fruitfulness and the type of fruit you bear defines your identity – determines 

what you will be remembered for. 

Matthew 7:16-20 - 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 

thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 

bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their fruit 

you will recognize them. 

• In the kingdom of God, there are various ways of being fruitful – we can talk about the fruit of 

the spirit as mentioned in Galatians 5:22. 

• However today, I would like to emphasise the type of fruitfulness that differentiates a 

community of believers from any other community. This is called soul winning  

• Do you know that the world can copy and imitate what the church does – a counterfeit, there 

is always a condition to what the world gives you; for instance: 

o The world can give – philanthropy  

o The world can show high levels of caring  

o The world can forgive 

o The world can be very supportive when one is grieving  

• However the world cannot usher people into the kingdom of God – there is nothing that the 

world can do about the spiritual state of individuals. 

• Unless the church becomes fruitful in the area of winning souls for the kingdom, the church 

would be no different from any other organisation. 

2. The end game is soul winning 

• When a church bears fruit in everything else except in winning souls, that church is unhealthy 

in the sight of God 

• Jesus was very clear about what the church should be all about 

Matthew 28:19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe all things that 

I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 
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• The primary calling of the church was never to hand out food parcels – if the handing out of 

food parcels does not lead to someone seeing the light, that act would have been a waste. 

• The end game of everything that a believer does should be the salvation of people 

• A church that does not reach the lost with the gospel has lost itself. 

• The greatest tragedy that can happen to any human being is not lack of food, lack of shelter, 

living in a war tone country – it is none of these, it is living in poverty of the spirit  

Ezekiel 33:11 "Say to them: 'As I live,' says the Lord GOD, 'I have no pleasure in the death of the 

wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why 

should you die, O house of Israel?' 

• There is great celebration in heaven when a soul comes to the knowledge of God – this is the 

only at act whose impact in heaven was recorded 

Luke 15:7 "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents 

than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.  

• Those who win souls have an additional reward in heaven – they will shine brightly 

Daniel 12:3 Those who are wise shall shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who 

turn many to righteousness Like the stars forever and ever.  

• There is also a trait that is associated with those who win souls in the kingdom – they are wise 

Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise. 

2.1 Soul winning - the early church style  

a) Soul winning is born out of prayer 

Acts 1:12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a 

Sabbath day's journey.13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper room where 

they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and 

Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of James. 14 These 

all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of 

Jesus, and with His brothers. 

• Prayer fuels a passion for soul winning – it connects you with the heart of God 
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Acts 4:31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; 

and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 

• Prayer commissions you for the work of evangelism  

• Jesus asked the people to pray for the Lord of the harvest to send more labourers into the 

field. 

Luke 10:2 And He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into His harvest. 

• Prayer causes your heart to become compassionate towards those who are lost  

b) Soul winning through preaching the gospel 

• There is a time for everything – there is a time to demonstrate Jesus by actions, but there is a 

time to speak out 

Acts 2:36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"38 

Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus 

Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

• More and more believers are advocating for silent evangelism and yet we see in the scriptures 

that there was a place for public declaration of the gospel 

Romans 10:13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." 14 How then shall 

they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom 

they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 

• Could it be that the reason why we don’t preach in our streets comes from the place of being 

ashamed of the gospel, the fear of being ridiculed, the discomfort of being called Jesus 

fanatics. 

Luke 9:23 Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 "For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, 

but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 "For what profit is it to a man if he gains 

the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My 

words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His 

Father's, and of the holy angels. 
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• Today, we have been exposed to an easy gospel, a gospel that costs us nothing in living it – I 

believe God is calling us back to those days where the church was prepared to share both in 

the suffering and in the glory of our Lord Jesus. 

 

c) Soul winning through meeting a felt need 

Acts 3:6 Then Peter said, "Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have I give you: In the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk." 

Acts 3:11 Now as the lame man who was healed held on to Peter and John, all the people ran 

together to them in the porch which is called Solomon's, greatly amazed.12 So when Peter saw 

it, he responded to the people: "Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so 

intently at us, as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 

• This man experienced a miracle and through the miracle, his heart got opened to the gospel.  

• Compassion for the needy was a hallmark of these early believers and was a testimony to the 

love of God at work in them.  

o They took care of their needy (4:34) 

o They reached out in love to cripples, to ill persons, and even to the bereaved. In many 

cases God provided miraculous power for the healing of the suffering. 

o Christian compassion and divine power reached out even in the face of death. Dorcas 

of Joppa, a disciple renowned for her “deeds of kindness and charity,” became ill and 

died, and God restored her through Peter (9:36-41).  

o Eutychus of Troas fell to his death from the third story while Paul preached until 

midnight, and God used Paul to bring the young man back to life ( 20:7-10) . 

• Compassion is a gateway to the heart and souls of people 

• When a hungry person is fed because of the love of Jesus, they are in a better place to listen to 

what you have to say about Jesus. 

d) Soul winning through being bold about what Jesus has done for you 

• Soul winning is  not for the timid – it is for the bold  
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o not hesitating or fearful in the face of actual or possible danger or rebuff; courageous 

and daring: 

o not hesitating to break the rules of propriety; forward; impudent: 

o necessitating courage and daring; challenging: a bold adventure. 

o beyond the usual limits of conventional thought or action; imaginative: 

2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 

sound mind. 

• One of the reason why people don’t share the gospel, is because they themselves are not fully 

convinced about their salvation 

• There is no better story than your story – what has been your journey from being dead in your 

sins to be alive through Jesus 

• When you know that you know that without Jesus people are lost, you will speak out even 

when it is uncomfortable to do so 

Acts 4:8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders of 

Israel: 9 "If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has 

been made well, 10 "let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of 

Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man 

stands here before you whole. 11 "This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which has 

become the chief cornerstone.'12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 13 Now when they saw the boldness 

of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. 

And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 

 


