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Acts 18:25-24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty in 

the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being 

fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, though he knew only the 

baptism of John. 26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard 

him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he 

desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive him; and when he 

arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace; 28 for he vigorously refuted the Jews 

publicly, showing from the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ. 

 

I am quite excited about what I am about to share with you this morning – it is a message that if you 

get right, some things will shift in your life and you will never be the same again. The title of my 

message is “UPROOTING THE ARRIVAL MENTALITY” – (root out, expel, tear away, pluck out, pull out) 

Your mentality is your attitudes and your way of thinking 

This is a mindset that has robbed many believers of what they could be – it is a mindset that defines a 

life of mediocrity. 

The arrival mentality deceives its owner to the extent that it blinds him or her – in other words it is not 

easy to admit that one has been infected by it. 

Settling and having the arrival mentality is comfortable and gives a false sense of achievement  

Because it has robbed and left many destitute, it tells me that it originates from its father called the 

devil – the enemy comes only to steel, kill and to destroy.  

 

To get started, allow me to get into your space by asking for answers to the following questions: 

• When was the last time you read a book or listened to something new 

• When was the last time you honestly taken inventory of your life 

• When was the last time you admitted mistakes and gone to correct them 

• When was the last time you sat down with someone asking growth aligned questions 

• Who is mentoring, discipling or coaching you 

• How do you respond to feedback – whether negative or positive feedback 

• Whose company do you enjoy most? Is it people who challenge you or people who make you 

feel comfortable  

 

 



UPROOTING THE ARRIVAL MENTALITY 

2

 

Uprooting the arrival mentality: Michael Manyuni © 09 July 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

These are loaded questions and answers to them will speak a great deal about your attitude towards 

personal growth. 

 

Let me put it to you boldly by saying dealing with the arrival mentality is a matter of destiny because of 

the devastating consequences attached with befriending it. 

The arrival mentality says: 

• There is nothing else to learn 

• I have it all together 

• I have done it before and know all about it 

• There is nothing further than I have gone 

• I have always done it this way 

 

Unfortunately this mentality is usually subtle and not apparent to the victim. You might not have 

vocalized it but your actions betray you. 

Answers to the questions I have posed earlier on will largely highlight whether you suffer from the 

arrival mentality.   

 

In the portion of scriptures we have read, there is a man by the name of Apollos. He was no ordinary 

guy. 

Church history tells us that he was such a good teacher that most people would rather listen to him 

rather than Paul the apostle. 

The book of acts portrays him as an excellent teacher who was mightily used by God in multiple 

cultural settings.  

He actually became the right hand man of the apostle Paul. 

 

Look at some facts about this man: 

 

1. Came from a culturally rich town of Alexandria – verse 24 

Alexandria was the second most powerful city of the ancient world after Rome. Alexandria was 

the intellectual and cultural center of the ancient world for some time. The city and its 

museum attracted many of the greatest scholars, including Greeks, Jews and Syrians 

2. He was educated and intelligent  

Acts 18:24 Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man and mighty 

in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 
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3. He knew the scriptures  

4. He had been taught in the Christian faith 

5. He was a gifted teacher of the word 

6. He taught truth accurately  

7. He had passion for the calling 

The most impressive thing is that despite all these qualities, he never thought there was no room to 

improve his game. 

 

He knew quite a great deal about repentance, he knew what it meant to surrender to God. However 

there was a gap in his knowledge; he didn’t know about the baptism of the Lord Jesus. It also meant 

that he didn’t know much about walking in the spirit. 

 

He knew quite a bit but there was a deficiency somewhere. Fortunately there was a couple that heard 

him and were bold enough to give him feedback accompanied with mentoring.  

 

Verse 26 So he began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they took 

him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. 

 

• We can be sincerely wrong in our perfect practice  

 

Consider the following: 

1. Your growth determines your identity 

2. Your identity determines whom you attract  

3. Who you attract determines your influence, your net-worth and the quality of network  

 

The big question is, how does one root out the “arrival mindset”? – unless you are able to break 

through that barrier, you will not grow.  

This applies to you as an individual and corporately as a church – we are still a young church and we 

have a lot to learn.  

As your pastor, I have to keep growing otherwise I become an inhibitor of growth.  

When I began to closely consider Apollos, I starting drawing some lessons that can be of assistance in 

us rooting out the arrival mentality  
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1. Admit to your limitations 

• The first mind blockage you need to flush out of your system is that of knowing it all 

• It takes character to own up to ones deficiencies – don’t wait for circumstances to proof to you 

that you lack in certain areas 

1 Corinthians 8: 1Now concerning things offered to idols: We know that we all have knowledge. 

Knowledge puffs up, but love edifies.2 And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing 

yet as he ought to know. 

• The Corinthians had so much knowledge about idols to such an extent that they thought their 

knowledge gave them the right to deal with food offered to idols without considering its impact on 

others. 

• They were however ignorant of how to rightly use their knowledge – they needed input from a 

mature believer. 

• Paul reminded them that it was not safe to rely on mere knowledge 

• Knowledge combined with right feelings, with pure principles, with a heart filled with love for God 

and men, may be trusted 

Galatians 6:3 For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 

But let each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in 

another. 

• In his zeal and eloquence, Apollos lacked the fullness of the gospel. 

• Most of us have blind spots – we have limitations that are hidden to us but obvious to people 

around you. 

• When you are inclined towards growth you solicit feedback, you have accountability partners – 

people you give direct access into your inner life. 

 

2. Great humility –trade in your pride 

• Growth takes place when one carries a teachable spirit. To carry a teachable spirit, you need to be 

humble. This is the ability to lower yourself in order to allow someone to show you how it is done. 

• What has stopped you to look for help concerning your situation? 

• Despite Apollos being an eloquent teacher, he was humble enough to allow Aquila and Priscilla to 

teach him one or two thinks. 

• Humility makes one approachable – sometimes you look at someone and you clearly see that they 

can do with a bit of help but the chip on their shoulder makes it impossible to reach them 

• Humility allows you to reevaluate what you have grown to believe as truth 

• Biblical humility is simply agreeing with what God is saying about you 
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James 4:6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives grace to 

the humble." 

James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up. 

 

Proverbs 29:23 A man's pride will bring him low, But the humble in spirit will retain honor. 

 

Lu 14:11 "For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." 

 

• In the old testament, we see the great leader Moses being reprimanded by his father in law Jethro 

– Moses didn’t have to listen but he did 

Exodus 18:13 And so it was, on the next day, that Moses sat to judge the people; and the people stood 

before Moses from morning until evening. 14 So when Moses' father-in-law saw all that he did for the 

people, he said, "What is this thing that you are doing for the people? Why do you alone sit, and all the 

people stand before you from morning until evening?" 15 And Moses said to his father-in-law, "Because 

the people come to me to inquire of God. 16 "When they have a difficulty, they come to me, and I judge 

between one and another; and I make known the statutes of God and His laws." 17 So Moses' father-

in-law said to him, "The thing that you do is not good. 18 "Both you and these people who are with you 

will surely wear yourselves out. For this thing is too much for you; you are not able to perform it by 

yourself. 19 "Listen now to my voice; I will give you counsel, and God will be with you: Stand before God 

for the people, so that you may bring the difficulties to God. 

 

3. Overcome the stagnation of past and current success 

• The greatest enemy for tomorrow’s success is today’s success. 

• This happens when a blessing turns into a curse – what had empowered you to prosper in the past 

becomes an empowerment for failure in the future. 

• In some cases the seed for tomorrow’s success is contained in today’s failures 

• Success often hinders the pursuit for growth  

• God never called us to settle – we need an attitude shift. There is more where your current success 

came from 

• Paul had achieved much but even towards his death, he kept pressing on towards the goal – you 

see the ultimate goal is to hear the father saying “well done good and faithful servant” 

Philippians 3:12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have 

apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to 
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those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.  

• Paul did not regard himself as a perfect man. He had not reached that state where he was free 

from sin.  

• It is a declaration that he did not regard himself as having attained to it. Yet who can urge better 

claims to having attained perfection than Paul could have done? Who has surpassed him in love, 

and zeal, and self-denial, and true devotedness to the service of the Redeemer? 

• With every bit of revelation of God one attains, there has to be a push for more – the issue is not 

about the source, the issue is about the container 

• David was that type of man – the more he got hold of God the more of Him yearned for – don’t 

settle child of God, pursue God until you are satisfied  

Psalm 63:1 O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts for You; My flesh longs for 

You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water. 2 So I have looked for You in the sanctuary, 

To see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall 

praise You. 

 


