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One of the keys to accessing and maintaining the presence of God is living a life of obedience. 

3. Obedience  

3.1 Lets try and define this issue: 

In the Greek, another meaning for obey is "to trust." According to Holman's Illustrated 

Bible Dictionary a succinct definition of biblical obedience is "to hear God's Word and act 

accordingly."... So, biblical obedience to God means, simply, to hear, trust, submit and 

surrender to God and his Word. 

• Obedience has never been the easiest thing for mankind – it was a menace from the 

beginning  

• The trouble we are in was a result of a moment of disobedience in the Garden of Eden. 

• You will agree with me that when given an opportunity to disobey, people will grab it 

immediately 

• Think about how many times we speed down the road with our eyes looking further 

on trying to spot those hiding traffic cops. 

• Think about the number of times we have done private work during working hours 

• The devil has made disobedience so sweet that it takes a great character to fight it off. 

The devil knows what lies behind the life of obedience and he has a great intent to 

make sure that you don’t lay hold of it.  

• Because disobedience is engrained in the bones of human kind, you will find that 

whenever the issue of obedience is raised, we quickly raise our backs in defiance. How 

are you feeling right now, knowing that obedience is going to be taught to you? 

• The grace message has been so adulterated to such an extent that the notion of 

obedience is perceived as legalistic and works related. 

John 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; 

and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 

• Jesus and the father permanently manifest themselves in the life of an obedient child – 

they will make a home with him. 

• This speaks of a large manifestation of God’s presence in ones life 

• Though the Bible places great emphasis on obedience, it is important to realise that 

you are not justified by works but by our faith in the finished works of calvary 
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• True Christian obedience flows from a heart of gratitude for the grace we have 

received from the Lord: 

3.2 How does obedience attract His presence 

a) Obedience to God proves our love for Him 

• Our level of obedience determines the level of our love for God – It is impossible to say 

you love God but at the same time not pay attention to His word. 

• God is drawn to an obedient heart  

Joh 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he 

who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." 

• Jesus is calling for a deeper walk – it is possible to have the commands but never keep 

them, never pay attention to them. 

• True love for God is when His commands become our commands 

• When His commands become our commands, something special begins to happen – 

Jesus starts manifesting Himself to you 

• To manifest is: 

o to show, to make appear, to place before the eyes so that an object may be 

seen 

• To bring it home, when children obey us, we feel closer to them – we are more 

prepared to go out of way to meet their needs. 

1 John 5:2–3 

By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his 

commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his 

commandments are not burdensome. (ESV) 

 

2 John 6 

And this is love, that we walk according to his commandments; this is the commandment, 

just as you have heard from the beginning, so that you should walk in it. (ESV) 

• It is easy to profess love for someone until there is a demand to comply with certain 

requirements.  

• Every relationship will be tested – one way that relationships are tested is when 

boundaries have been set and there is a requirement to respect those boundaries. 
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b) Obedience to God demonstrates your faith in Him 

• Our relationship with God is largely driven by faith – in the absence of faith, we cannot 

connect with God 

• Abraham was called a friend of God – this emanated from obedience which was 

demonstrated by having faith in God 

James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son 

on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works 

faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "Abraham believed 

God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." And he was called the friend of God. 

• His ability to obey God, qualified Him to occupy a special place in the heart of God 

• When we obey God, it means God can easily relate with us and that is what attracts 

Him to us. 

• Obedience to God makes our faith functional and produces results  

• Everytime we obey God’s word, we put our faith into action 

• Joshua obeyed God and the river Jordan stopped flowing  

Joshua 3:14 So it was, when the people set out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, 

with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15 and as those who 

bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore the ark dipped in the 

edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time of 

harvest),16 that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a 

heap very far away at Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan. So the waters that went down 

into the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed 

over opposite Jericho. 

• The widow of Zarephath obeyed God and she had enough food right through the 

drought 

1 Kings 17:7-16  

7 Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. 8 Then 

the word of the Lord came to him: 9 “Go at once to Zarephath in the region of Sidon and 

stay there. I have directed a widow there to supply you with food.” 10 So he went to 

Zarephath. When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called 
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to her and asked, “Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?” 11 As 

she was going to get it, he called, “And bring me, please, a piece of bread.” 12 “As surely 

as the Lord your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any bread—only a handful of flour in 

a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal 

for myself and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” 13 Elijah said to her, “Don’t be afraid. 

Go home and do as you have said. But first make a small loaf of bread for me from what 

you have and bring it to me, and then make something for yourself and your son. 14 For 

this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘The jar of flour will not be used up and the 

jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord sends rain on the land.’” 15 She went away 

and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and for the woman 

and her family. 16 For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not run dry, in 

keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah. 

 

• Peter obeyed Jesus and had a great catch 

Luke 5: 4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, and 

let down the nets for a catch.”5 Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night 

and haven’t caught anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6 When 

they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break. 7 

So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came 

and filled both boats so full that they began to sink. 

 

 

• Obedience is more valuable than sacrifices  

Jeremiah 7:22 "For I did not speak to your fathers, or command them in the day that I 

brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices. 23 "But this 

is what I commanded them, saying, 'Obey My voice, and I will be your God, and you shall 

be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well 

with you.' 

• No external attention, even to things which God has commanded, can be accepted as a 

substitute for an obedient heart 

• When we walk in obedience, our lives are pleasing unto God – since obedience is faith 

demonstrated, Hebrews 11:6 says “But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for 
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he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who 

diligently seek Him.” 

 

c) Obedience results in holiness  

• Obedience to the instructions of the Lord, leads us to shun evil and wickedness  

Psalm 119:1–8 Joyful are people of integrity, who follow the instructions of the LORD. 

Joyful are those who obey his laws and search for him with all their hearts. They do not 

compromise with evil, and they walk only in his paths. 

• The New Testament believer in Christ experiences sanctification by yielding to 

God’s word and Spirit. 

• God is holy and whoever is to approach Him must see Him as such 

1Pe 1:15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

 

Hebrews 12:14 Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will 

see the Lord: 

• What is to be holy: 

o It is to be distinct, separate, in a class by oneself – to be a cut above the rest 

o It is to be morally pure. - When things are made holy, when they are 

consecrated, they are set apart unto purity. They are to be used in a pure 

way 

• Obedience makes us useful in the hands of the Lord 

2Timothy 2:20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but 

also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor.21 Therefore if anyone 

cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for 

the Master, prepared for every good work.22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue 

righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

• When we carry the word of God in our hearts with a willingness to obey, it will save 

us from impurities 

Psalm 119:9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to 

Your word. 

 


