
WISDOM, THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING 

1

 

Wisdom, the gift that keeps giving: Michael Manyuni © 08 October 2017                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 
 

Since the beginning of the year, we have been on a journey that took us through the following: 

1. Understanding the Holy spirit  

2. A life giving community 

3. Life in His presence 

I am hoping that when you look back in the past 7 months that you have been coming through to this 

church, you can testify that there has been some growth in your life. 

As a pastor, I constantly have to ask myself whether I am hitting the mark or not, whether I am 

fulfilling what God has asked me to do in each and every season. 

I am excited to mention that today we are embarking on a brand new series. As a precursor to telling 

you the title of the series, allow me to indulge you with the following thoughts: 

• It is one thing to know a lot and a totally different game to know what to do and when to do 

something.  

• Having a lot of knowledge is not a guarantee for the ability to make the right decisions  

• Do you know that it is possible to do the right thing in a wrong season resulting in devastating 

results? 

• It is also possible to do the wrong thing at the right season and also getting terrible results. 

Now, what I have discovered is that people who seem to make it in life, or who get results in 

their lives are people who know what to do in every season. 

• The bible talks about a group of men who joined forces with David – man of the tribe of 

Issachar 

1Chronicles 12:32 of the sons of Issachar who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do, their chiefs were two hundred; and all their brethren were at their command; 

• The times-They understood public affairs, the temper of the nation, and the tendencies of the 

present events 

•  Life rewards you when you know how to handle what it throws at you – if you get a lemon, 

you are able to make lemonade out of it. That is why when you put two people in the same 

situation, you will see two results. 

• Right now we are just about to get into summer – guess what; what you do in and with 

summer determines what your life will be like when harvest comes.  
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• When you do what is expected of you in the sowing season, you will be in a right state of mind 

to expect a harvest during the harvest season. 

• Unfortunately many people expect to receive what they didn’t invest in 

• We have so many people whose lives’ behaviour is contrary to the dictates of their seasons.  

This brings me to the new series we will be going through in the coming 2 months – the title of the 

series is “WISDOM, THE GIFT THAT KEEPS GIVING” 

• The bible says wisdom is the key thing, wisdom is the difference between a fulfilled life and 

one that is lived in a striving mode. 

• In the absence of wisdom, you will work hard but never make meaningful progress. 

• Allow me to say this; As long as you attend church at Go you will never make wrong choices, or 

if you make wrong choices, you will be aware of the fact that you are about to make a horrible 

mistake. 

• This series will awaken your ability to read between lines when dealing with people, it will 

strengthen your resolve to live a God honouring life.  

• The Bible provides a wealth of wisdom for every situation you can face under the earth. 

Actually the bible says there is nothing new under the earth. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9 That which has been is what will be, That which is done is what will be done, And there 

is nothing new under the sun.10 Is there anything of which it may be said, "See, this is new"? It has 

already been in ancient times before us 

1. Wisdom is a gift 

When it comes to wisdom, it is actually one of the 9 gifts of the Holy Spirit. Wisdom is one of the gifts 

that you should desire to operate in – in the same way you want the gift of prophesy, or any of the 

power gifts, let wisdom be among those which you cry for. 

1Corinthians 12:7 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:8 for to 

one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the 

same Spirit,9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, 10 to 

another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another 

different kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit 

works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 
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• The 9 gifts of the Spirit can be categorised in 3 groups as follows 

o Revelation gifts include the word of wisdom, the word of knowledge, and discerning of 

spirits. 

o Vocal gifts are tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy. 

o Power gifts include faith, healings, and the working of miracles. 

• The gifts of the spirit are there for your taking and they are designed to enable us to live a 

victorious and impactful life 

• Notice that the gift of the word of wisdom comes first on the list – this is not a coincidence, it’s by 

design. Let’s explore this gift a little bit: 

 

• Wisdom is the correct application of knowledge that emanates from your heart’s disposition 

towards God 

 

Proverbs 9: 10 “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy 

One is insight.” 

o It is an ability to know what to do through the word in certain situations  

o When Jesus was tempted in the desert, He taped into the dimension of wisdom when He 

responded by quoting the word of God. 

o Jesus was quoted as one that grew in wisdom and in favour with man and with God 

Luke 2:52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. 

o Growing up in a complicated environment that was subjected at the time to the yoke of a 

foreign oppressor. Jesus needed to continuously apply Himself – He increased in every 

aspect 

o Prophesying about the coming of the Messiah, the prophet Isaiah had this to say about 

Jesus 

Isaiah 11:2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 

o Eve and Adam failed because they didn’t apply the word that they had been given by God 

o You can use the word of wisdom to defeat the purposes of the Enemy by knowing how to 

apply the Word, and at times it can mean the difference between life and death.  

o In fact, the word of wisdom is essential in the operation of all the other gifts, so it is 

important to seek this gift.  

o Many people pursue all the other gifts and ignore this particular one. 

2. Life is a choice between two ladies  
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• The two ladies are so powerful – one is renowned for having built great and mighty empires, 

families etc and the other one for drowning great and mighty nations and institutions. 

• The ladies are called Lady folly and Lady wisdom 

• They have a neck to always appear in all quarters of life 

• In actual fact Wisdom and foolishness are two sides of the same coin  

• Your life is a summation of choices you made over time which were either wise or foolish  

• Let’s listen to lady wisdom first 

Proverbs 9:1 Wisdom has built her house, She has hewn out her seven pillars;2 She has slaughtered her 

meat, She has mixed her wine, She has also furnished her table.3 She has sent out her maidens, She 

cries out from the highest places of the city,4 "Whoever is simple, let him turn in here!" As for him who 

lacks understanding, she says to him, 5 "Come, eat of my bread And drink of the wine I have mixed.6 

Forsake foolishness and live, And go in the way of understanding. 

• Look at Lady Folly 

Proverbs 9:13 Folly is an unruly woman; she is simple and knows nothing.14 She sits at the door of her 

house, on a seat at the highest point of the city, 15 calling out to those who pass by, who go straight on 

their way, 16 “Let all who are simple come to my house!” To those who have no sense she says, 17 

“Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is delicious!” 18 But little do they know that the dead are 

there, that her guests are deep in the realm of the dead. 

• When faced with situations, we are called upon to make certain choices and decisions – the 

question is, which of the 2 ladies have the upper hand. 

 

3. It all starts with a desire for wisdom 

• When you appreciate the value of something, you will do whatever it takes to get it. 

Proverbs 4:5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my 

mouth. 6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you. 7 Wisdom is 

the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding.8 Exalt her, and 

she will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 

• It’s a matter of paying attention to what you know, to the words of wisdom you have received 

over time. 

• Formal education is good for the acquiring of knowledge but there is not one institution of learning 

that can teach you wisdom 

• Solomon knew too well about the value of wisdom and where to get it from 
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2 Chronicles 1:6 And Solomon went up there to the bronze altar before the LORD, which was at the 

tabernacle of meeting, and offered a thousand burnt offerings on it. 7 On that night God appeared to 

Solomon, and said to him, "Ask! What shall I give you?"8 And Solomon said to God: "You have shown 

great mercy to David my father, and have made me king in his place.9 "Now, O LORD God, let Your 

promise to David my father be established, for You have made me king over a people like the dust of 

the earth in multitude. 10 "Now give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before 

this people; for who can judge this great people of Yours?" 11 And God said to Solomon: "Because this 

was in your heart, and you have not asked riches or wealth or honor or the life of your enemies, nor 

have you asked long life-but have asked wisdom and knowledge for yourself, that you may judge My 

people over whom I have made you king-12 "wisdom and knowledge are granted to you; and I will give 

you riches and wealth and honor, such as none of the kings have had who were before you, nor shall 

any after you have the like." 

 

• What you ask for, you will get – ask for wisdom and you will get wisdom 

James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 

reproach, and it will be given to him. 

• When you get wisdom, you have access to everything else 

 


