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1. Your conversation is a measure of your maturity 

2. The tongue directs the way of your life goes 

3. The tongue destroys like a wild fire 

James 3:5 In the same way, the tongue is a small thing that makes grand speeches. But a tiny spark can 

set a great forest on fire. 6 And the tongue is a flame of fire. It is a whole world of wickedness, 

corrupting your entire body. It can set your whole life on fire, for it is set on fire by hell itself. 

• The tongue is equated with a tiny spark that sets a great forest on fire 

o Forest fires are mostly started by human beings; cigarates butts, camp fires, braai fires 

o They leave a trail of destruction behind them – you remember the fires we had along the 

garden root. 

o Death by fire is one of the most painful deaths that one can experience  

o Forest fires are fuelled by the presence of oxygen,  

o An average surface fire on the forest floor might have flames reaching 1 meter in height 

and can reach temperatures of 800°C 

o Forest fires move faster uphill than downhill! The steeper the slope, the faster the fire 

travels 

• A small word spoken out of tune can destroy a life time friendship – it literally burns down the 

whole relationship 

• A light match carelessly thrown destroys a forest that was carefully tendered for over many years. 

• How does the burning occur 

o Words pierce the heart like a sword pierces the flesh 

Proverbs 12:18 The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings 

healing. 19 Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. 

o A pierced heart is a wounded heart and wounded heart causes the whole body to 

malfunction  

o Evil words crush the spirit of the hearer 
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Proverbs 15:4 The soothing tongue is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit. 

o A good tongue is healing, healing: 

o to wounded consciences by comforting them,  

o to sin-sick souls by convincing them,  

o to peace and love when it is broken by accommodating differences, compromising 

matters in variance, and  

o reconciling parties at variance; this is the healing of the tongue, which  is a tree of 

life 

o Hard words indeed break no bones, but many a heart has been broken by them. 

o When we slander each other, we are killing each other 

Proverbs 11:9 With their mouths the godless destroy their neighbors, but through knowledge 

the righteous escape. 

James 4:11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone who speaks against a 

brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. When you judge the law, 

you are not keeping it, but sitting in judgment on it. 

o  To slander is to make an accusation maliciously, with the purpose of damaging the 

reputation of another 

o Our calling is that of intercession and not accusation 

o Do not entertain a bad report about someone unless they are there to defend themselves. 

o When we betray confidence we create room for evil to prevail – keep your word when 

asked to keep things to yourself 

Proverbs 11:13 A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret. 

Proverbs 16:28 A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends. 

Proverbs 18:8 The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to the inmost parts. 

• The uncontrolled tongue not only defile the environment but also defiles its master 

• James says “It is a whole world of wickedness, corrupting your entire body”  
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• The mud slinger cannot engage in his favorite pastime without getting some of the mud that he 

slings both upon his hands and upon his heart 

• You can corrupt your whole personality by using your tongue to slander, abuse, lie, blaspheme, 

and swear. 

4. A stubbornly uncontrollable tongue 

James 3:7 People can tame all kinds of animals, birds, reptiles, and fish, 8  but no one can tame the 

tongue. It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 

• Man has managed to tame the wildest of animals, visit a circus and you will see the amount of 

abuse that some of the most dangerous animals undergo as a result of the power man has on 

them 

• Yet despite being able to tame these wild animals, man has not figured out how to tame one of 

the smallest parts of his body. 

• There are things we need to admit to; the more we try and control the tongue the more we lose 

ground – it is a stubborn element 

• If someone is as stubborn as a mule, they are determined to do what they want and very unwilling 

to change their mind. 

• Actually the Bible says in Psalm 32:9: “Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no 

understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle.” 

• James described it as restless, evil and full of deadly poison – he was probably thinking of a restless 

serpent, with exceedingly poisonous venom 

• Why is it impossible to tame the tongue - Because of the fall, we have lost dominion over this small 

piece of flesh.  

• Human nature does not have the ability or strength to govern this little member. Only God can 

bring it under control. 

• Is the bible pushing a fatalistic view to life (The view that we are powerless to do anything other 

than what we actually do. ... This belief is very similar to defeatism.) 

5. What is the remedy 

• When you start thinking of the solution to the matter of the tongue, it can be overwhelming to 

even think of a way out of it 
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• The remedy only lies with this bringing the tongue under the control of God 

Romans 12:1  And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of 

all He has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind He will find acceptable. This is 

truly the way to worship Him. 

Romans 6:13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present 

yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to 

God. 

• This talks about yielding your members to God that He can use them for His glory 

• A yielded member is consistent with the authority to which it is yielded – when there is a perpetual 

inconsistency of the fruit of the lip, it means that it is not yet yielded 

James 3:9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses those who have been 

made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. 

Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh 

water and bitter water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you 

can't draw fresh water from a salty spring. 

• Let your tongue be fully submitted to God, keep it on His side because on His side the tongue does 

the will of God 

• Submitting your tongue to God starts with consecrating it to Him through prayer – it is in your 

closet that the tongue dies to its natural tendencies. 

• You don’t talk your tongue into submission, you pray your tongue into submission 

Psalm 141:3 Set a guard over my mouth, LORD; keep watch over the door of my lips. 

• David did not trust himself to restrain himself from making unholy concessions – He needed the 

maker of the tongue to be in charge 

• When Jehovah sets the watch the city is well guarded: when the Lord becomes the guard of our 

mouth the whole man is well garrisoned 

Psalms 19:13 Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous sins; Let them not have dominion over 

me. Then I shall be blameless, And I shall be innocent of great transgression. Let the words of my 

mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my 

redeemer. 
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• When you pray, you relinquish control of your tongue – you allow God to guard it so that it can 

remain worthy to be used by Him. 

Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the 

life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

• Understand that the use of the tongue has to be redeemed and the process of redeeming the 

tongue for its original intention requires your active participation.  

• Prayer is an indication of faith and faith requires you to have relevant actions – faith without 

actions is dead. 

• Exercise self-discipline  

• You need to study yourself and identify what issues you have had with your tongue – identify 

tongue related issues in your life 

o Are you prone to gossiping  

o Are you prone to using the name of the Lord in vain 

o Are you prone to lying or telling half truths or exaggerating things  

• You need to make certain changes in the way you have been doing things – it calls for a life of 

discipline. 

 James 1:19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 

wrath;20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 

• This scripture talks about taking control of when, how and what to speak and don’t be too eager to 

give an answer or a response. 

• James says listen to understand and process what you have heard before speaking out. 

• The process of self-discipline calls for you to operate in one of the fruit of the spirit; self control. 

• Self-control comes from allowing the Holy Spirit to have charge of the tongue 

Galatians 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness,23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

• The Holy Spirit is our helper and oh how much we need His assistance in controlling what comes 

out of our mouths. 
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• That is one of the reasons why God decided to use the tongue as an indication of the baptism of 

the Holy Spirit  

Mark 16:17-18And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they will cast out demons; 

they will speak with new tongues; they will take up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it will 

by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.  

Proverbs 16:32 He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty, And he who rules his spirit than he 

who takes a city. 

• Victory over the unruly member of our body is also achieved by living a life that is motivated by 

love. 

• Love conquers all; when you are led by love, there are things that cannot be found on your lips. 

• Love will stop you from gossiping, slandering people, speaking lies etc 

Colossians 4:6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know 

how to answer everyone. 

Ephesians 4:29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

• When you are motivated by love, you will be able to live in the following way: 

1Corintinthians 13:3  If I gave everything I have to the poor and even sacrificed my body, I could boast 

about it; but if I didn't love others, I would have gained nothing. 4  Love is patient and kind. Love is not 

jealous or boastful or proud 5  or rude. It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps 

no record of being wronged. 6  It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins 

out. 7  Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every 

circumstance. 

 

 

 

 

 


