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I. Definition: 

 

II. It is an attribute of God: 

 

III. Faithfulness is the key for your promotion 

 

IV. How does faithfulness look like 

• There is no better person to teach us on faithfulness than the Lord Jesus Himself  

John 17:4 "I have glorified (to cause the dignity and worth of someone to become manifest and 

acknowledged) You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me to do. 

 

Joh 17:12 "While I was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name. Those whom You gave Me I 

have kept; and none of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

 

John 19:30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And bowing His head, He 

gave up His spirit. 

 

a) Faithfulness is resilient when tested 

• Resilience is the ability to recover from setbacks, adapt well to change, and keep going in the face 

of adversity. 

• Your faithfulness is measured by your ability to bounds back and keep on doing what God has 

called you to do – your faithfulness is going to be tested 

• Jesus suffered rejection 

• Jesus came to save His own but His own rejected Him. This will happen to you – when the people 

you are serving reject you. 

John 1:11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 

• Jesus suffered ingratitude 

• When Jesus was healing the sick, they called Him names to the point of saying He was demon 

possessed. 

Matthew 12:22 Then one was brought to Him who was demon-possessed, blind and mute; and He 

healed him, so that the blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 23 And all the multitudes were 

amazed and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" 24 Now when the Pharisees heard it they said, "This 

fellow does not cast out demons except by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons." 
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• Jesus suffered lack of appreciation of His true value 

John 12:1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was who had been 

dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but 

Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of 

spikenard, anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was filled with 

the fragrance of the oil. 4 Then one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, who would betray Him, 

said, 5 "Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?" 

•  

• Resilience is developed by  

o developing a bigger picture of why you are doing what you are doing  

Hebrews 12: 2Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the 

joy set before Him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the 

throne of God. 

Romans 8:18 I consider that our present sufferings are not comparable to the glory that will be 

revealed in us. 

o Develop the correct perspective of whom you are serving 

Colossians 3:23-24 

23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 

masters, 24 since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is 

the Lord Christ you are serving. 

 

b) A faithful person prepares himself for service 

• That word to prepare comes from a Greek word katartizo, which means "to furnish completely, to 

make ready," – this implies that a faithful person arranges things around him in order to be in a 

state to minister or to deliver 

• Your level of preparedness tells us of your faithfulness to what has been entrusted to you 

• When we come to minster having prepared, we show signs of faithfulness  

• When it was time to start His ministry, Jesus did not just jump into it, he prepared Himself. 

• He placed great importance to what He was called to do. He respected the people he was going to 

minister to by making Himself ready to minister to them. 

Luke 2:40 And the Child grew and became strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was 

upon Him.41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when He 

was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. 43 When they 

had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His 
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mother did not know it; 44 but supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day's journey, 

and sought Him among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 So when they did not find Him, they 

returned to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the 

temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them questions. 47 

And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers. 48 So when they saw 

Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why have You done this to us? Look, Your 

father and I have sought You anxiously."49 And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not 

know that I must be about My Father's business?" 

• Christ went on to be baptised – this was a major event of preparation.  

Matthew 3:13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan to be baptized by him. 14 And John 

tried to prevent Him, saying, "I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?" 15 But Jesus 

answered and said to him, "Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." 

Then he allowed Him. 

• To fulfil all righteousness; all the requirements of God. Since Christ had taken upon himself the 

nature of sinful men, and put himself in their stead, it was proper that he should submit himself to 

every ordinance of God's appointment. 

• Jesus prepared Himself by taking time out to fast – this is a great way of preparing oneself for 

spiritual engagements.  

Matthew 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.And 

when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 

 

 

c) A faithful person has a sense of urgency  

• How many times has someone said to you, “I’m not getting a sense of urgency from you”? 

• Having a sense of urgency is to have a driving force within you, a motivation to get things done 

NOW – born from the understanding of time limitations and how important it is to the person you 

are serving. 

• It is a sign of faithfulness when you go about your work with a sense of urgency – this person does 

not waste time in executing their responsibilities. 

• It means that you don’t leave what can be done today to the following day 

• Whether everyone is doing it or not, this person is driven by a sense of duty. 

• Doing something with a sense of urgency implies that you appreciate the importance of what you 

are doing to the person who sent you. 

• It means you go about executing the great commission with urgency  
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• This is a person who does not like being chased after in order to get going with what is in front of 

them. 

• We see this with Jesus – with the first opportunity that presented itself, Jesus quickly introduced 

His purpose and reason for His existence 

Luke 4:16 So He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom was, He went 

into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And He was handed the book of the 

prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the book, He found the place where it was written: 18 "The 

Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has 

sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to  the captives And recovery of sight to the 

blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." 

• Jesus knew that He did not have a lot of time and there was much to be done 

• Faithfulness means that you adopt the ask once policy – you become uncomfortable when you are 

followed up on your commitments  

• Jesus was a man on a mission. After Jesus introduced Himself, He did not wait for man to give Him 

approval – in actual fact they rejected him 

Luke 4:28 So all those in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were filled with wrath, 29 

and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; and they led Him to the brow of the hill on which their 

city was built, that they might throw Him down over the cliff. 30 Then passing through the midst of 

them, He went His way. 31 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and was teaching 

them on the Sabbaths. 

• Each one of us needs to realise that we don’t have tomorrow to do what God has called us to do – 

tomorrow belongs to no one. 

• Today is what you have and today is your only opportunity to plough the field in front of you.  

• They procrastination is the thief of time, I want to add to that and say procrastination is the thief 

of dreams 

 

John 12:35 Then Jesus said to them, "A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have the 

light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. 

 

John 9:4 "I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one 

can work.   

 

Galatians 6:10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially to those who are of 

the household of faith. 
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d) A faithful person consistently performs  

• The greatest test of your faithfulness comes when you are all by yourself and when you have to 

serve out of your comfort zone. 

• We normally do management of performance in the presence of people 

• Jesus was consistent throughout – whether He was with His disciples or not. 

• When you perform especially when no one sees, you set yourself up for promotion; why because 

promotion neither comes from the west nor from the East but from above. 

John 4:3 So He left Judea and returned to Galilee. 4 He had to go through Samaria on the way. 5 

Eventually He came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the field that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. 

6 Jacob's well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about 

noontime. 7 Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, "Please give Me a 

drink."8 He was alone at the time because His disciples had gone into the village to buy some food.   

 

John 4:25 The woman said, "I know the Messiah is coming—the One who is called Christ. When He 

comes, He will explain everything to us." 4:26 Then Jesus told her, "I AM the Messiah!" 27 Just then His 

disciples came back. They were shocked to find Him talking to a woman, but none of them had the 

nerve to ask, "What do You want with her?" or "Why are You talking to her?" 

 

Matthew 6:3 "But when you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 

is doing, 4 "that your charitable deed may be in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will Himself 

reward you openly. 

 

Ephesians 6:5 Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with 

fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as 

bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7 with goodwill doing service, as to the 

Lord, and not to men, 8 knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same from the 

Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 

 

e) A faithful person serves with passion 

• What is passion – it is that combustible energy inside of you that keeps you doing what you are 

doing. 

• Without passion for what you are doing, it is impossible to remain faithful. 
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• Passion will cause you to look beyond obstacles, it will cause you to rally people around what you 

are doing. 

• Jesus was driven by  passion for the Kingdom of His father 

John 2:13 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He found 

in the temple those who sold oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers doing business. 15 

When He had made a whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen, 

and poured out the changers' money and overturned the tables. 16 And He said to those who sold 

doves, "Take these things away! Do not make My Father's house a house of merchandise!" 17 Then His 

disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up." 

 

• Ultimately, His passion took Him to the cross. He had plenty of opportunity to pull the plug, but He 

did not. 

• Faithfulness will bring you to a place of dying for a cause.  

Matthew 16:21 From that time Jesus began to show to His disciples that He must go to Jerusalem, and 

suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third 

day. 22 Then Peter took Him aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Far be it from You, Lord; this shall 

not happen to You!" 23 But He turned and said to Peter, "Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to 

Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men." 


