
WALKING WITH THE CARPENTER’S SON 

1

 

Walking with carpenter’s son: Michael Manyuni © 25 March 2018                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

My aim this morning is to present to you Jesus Christ our Lord – He was quite a unique 

character and yet His uniqueness did not take anything away from Him of being perfectly 

human. 

When Jesus arrived on the scene, He did not arrive with great pomp and loud music. The issue 

with His birth was that it was one the Jewish people were eagerly waiting for - they were 

waiting for their king and savior. They were so tired of being under the Roman Empire and 

were eagerly waiting for their King. 

But when Jesus came, He fell short of their expectations – they were looking forward to 

someone who would be so powerful and forceful. To their disappointment, they received a 

baby Jesus who was born in a manger, somewhere in a smelly location.  

Because the Jesus that came their way, fell short of their expectations, they failed to recognize 

their time of visitation. 

Unless you master the law of recognition, you will live your life in a confined space. The law 

of recognition allows you to blossom and to become the best that God designed you to be. 

The Law of Recognition teaches—Everything You Need In Your Life Is Already In Your Life 

Merely Awaiting Your Recognition of It1. 

The Pharisees did not recognize the Divinity of Jesus. It costed them eternity, miracles and the 

joy of His presence. 

The Law of Recognition impacts your perception of things – many times we disregard the 

resources that God has placed around us because they don’t quite look it or they are dressed in 

a different robe.  

Did you know that we don’t live our realities, we simply live our perspectives? Our realities are 

shaped by our perspectives. 

The law of recognition works for those who look at people after the spirit. The Jews did not see 

Jesus after the spirit, they saw Him after the flesh. 

Matthew 13:54 And when He had come to His own country, He taught them in their synagogue, 

so that they were astonished and said, "Where did this Man get this wisdom and these mighty 

works? 55 "Is this not the carpenter's son? Is not His mother called Mary? And His brothers 

James, Joses, Simon, and Judas? 56 "And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then did 

this Man get all these things?" 57 So they were offended at Him. But Jesus said to them, "A 

prophet is not without honor except in his own country and in his own house." 

                                                 
1 Mike Murdork (2007) The Law of Recognition  
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They saw Him as a mere carpenter’s son – you might have a wise wife in your house but until 

you see her after the spirit, you will not benefit from her wisdom. 

Those who received Jesus after the spirit, their lives were never left the same – they were 

transformed. 

The title of my message is “WALKING WITH THE CARPENTER’S SON” – 12 men were 

able to see Jesus after the spirit and their lives were empowered. 

Mark 3:13 And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted. And 

they came to Him. 14 Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might 

send them out to preach,  

 

What happens to those who walk with the carpenter’s son? 

1. The carpenter’s son restores our identity 

Matthew 4:18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, 

and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then He said to 

them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 20 They immediately left their nets and 

followed Him. 

• If you know the job of a carpenter – it is to put things in shape, carpenters restore furniture, they 

repair broken tables. They restore the usefulness of furniture. 

• You are born again but life happened and you got broken – you lost your abilities, your confidence 

is out of the window. 

• When you walk with the carpenter’s son, He will put you back together. He will mend you and 

restore you. 

• Peter and Andrew were trained fisher man – that was not their ultimate calling. It was misdirected. 

Jesus came on the scene and restored their identity.  

• Jesus will put back a smile on your face when you walk with Him, He will cause you to dream 

again. 

• Saul of Tarsus was going in one direction and when the son of the carpenter appeared, his way of 

life was changed. 

• A life taker was transformed into a life giver through the gospel. 

 

2. The carpenter’s son replaces religion with relationship  

• These 12 men had been brought up under the old covenant. The covenant that taught them dos and 

don’ts, the one that taught them that you had to be perfect in order to be accepted by the father. 

• In their walk with the carpenter’s son, they were exposed to a different form of spirituality – the one 

that was concerned more about the heart and less about the book. 
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• Outward expressions don’t mean much if they are not from the heart 

Luke 6:1 Now it happened on the second Sabbath after the first that He went through the 

grainfields. And His disciples plucked the heads of grain and ate them, rubbing them in their 

hands. 2 And some of the Pharisees said to them, "Why are you doing what is not lawful to do 

on the Sabbath?" 3 But Jesus answering them said, "Have you not even read this, what David 

did when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 "how he went into the house of 

God, took and ate the showbread, and also gave some to those with him, which is not lawful for 

any but the priests to eat?" 5 And He said to them, "The Son of Man is also Lord of the 

Sabbath." 

• Jesus showed them that honouring the ordinances in the absence of honouring the Lord of the 

ordinances is futile  

 

3. The carpenter’s son gives equal dignity to all 

• Growing up in environment where classism was rive, where there was religious supremacy – Jesus 

challenged the social norms of the day.  

• He accepted the unacceptable 

• He gave everyone an equal footing. 

• He interacted with lepers, with women in general and in particular women prostitutes, women who 

were on their periods, considered as unclean. 

• It is a travesty of theology for any Christian to carry emotions of segregation  

Luke 7:36 Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee's 

house, and sat down to eat. 37 And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she 

knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant 

oil, 38 and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her 

tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with 

the fragrant oil. 39 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, 

saying, "This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is 

who is touching Him, for she is a sinner." 

 

4. Compassion will take you where physical resources cannot 

Mark 6:32 So they departed to a deserted place in the boat by themselves. 33 But the multitudes 

saw them departing, and many knew Him and ran there on foot from all the cities. They arrived 

before them and came together to Him. 34 And Jesus, when He came out, saw a great multitude 
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and was moved with compassion for them, because they were like sheep not having a shepherd. 

So He began to teach them many things. 

5. The kingdom is built on the shoulders of servants and masters 

Mark 10:42 But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, "You know that those who are 

considered rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority 

over them. 43 "Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among 

you shall be your servant. 44 "And whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. 45 

"For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom 

for many." 

As the disciples continued walking with the carpenter’s son, it all sounded reasonable – it 

looked doable and achievable. 

They started talking among themselves saying surely we can do this;  

- We can fish for men 

- We can move on from this law stuff to having a relationship with Him 

- We can treat everyone with dignity 

- We can push our compassion levels higher 

- Surely we can serve 

Little did they know that the carpenter’s son was not done with them?  

It comes down to this – your walk with the carpenter is not complete until it has costed your 

life 

6. Demands the ultimate sacrifice  

• Jesus is cool until He demands that you lay down your life for Him. That was the bench mark of 

their walk with the son’s carpenter. 

• Today we have been dished an easy and cheap gospel that does not cost us anything.  

• We like to play it safe – no one is prepared to lay everything down for the son’s carpenter. 

• The son’s carpenter is not asking you for what He has not given already. 

Luke 9:21 And He strictly warned and commanded them to tell this to no one, 22 saying, "The 

Son of Man must suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, 

and be killed, and be raised the third day." 23 Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to 

come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 "For 

whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 

25 "For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 

26 "For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed 
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when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father's, and of the holy angels. 27 "But I tell you 

truly, there are some standing here who shall not taste death till they see the kingdom of God." 

• Walking with Jesus is a matter of life and death – it is something that you do and your life will be 

altered completely. 

• Jesus went to the cross – He suffered, He was rejected and eventually He died the death of a sinner. 

• Walking with Jesus will require you to die to self – if you are to live like the carpenter, you will live 

a life of confrontation, a life that is offensive to many. 

• You don’t look for offense but that is what you are – the culture of the kingdom is offensive to the 

culture of this world 

2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, 

then all died; 15 and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for 

Him who died for them and rose again. 


