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Luke 3:21 When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while 

He prayed, the heaven was opened. 22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon 

Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased." 

There is nothing as hard as believing something that you don’t understand. At the centre of that 

predicament is the whole subject matter of faith. 

In our walk with God, there are so many things we don’t understand and yet they are fundamental to 

our walk with God.  

1Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, 

that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13 These things we also speak, 

not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things 

with spiritual. 14 But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

Ultimately if it is mentioned in the Bible, it means that it is something we can hold onto by faith and 

decide to live by it.  

This morning, I want to talk you on the subject matter of the trinity – so the title of my message is THE 

PLURALITY OF GOD. 

It is impossible to be a Christian and not believe in the trinity, it is so central to our faith. Someone has 

said it this way: If you try to explain the Trinity, you will lose your mind. But if you deny it, you will lose 

your soul 

Having said that, I admit that no one fully understands it. It is a mystery and a paradox. Yet I believe it 

is true. 

In this portion of scriptures we have read, we have an opportunity of experiencing the trinity. Jesus the 

Son was coming out of the water when the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove descended upon Him, 

which was followed by the father speaking over His Son. 

1. The trinity defined  

The doctrine of the Trinity can be summarized in seven statements.  

(1) There is only one God.  

(2) The Father is God.  

(3) The Son is God.  
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(4) The Holy Spirit is God.  

(5) The Father is not the Son.  

(6) The Son is the not the Holy Spirit.  

(7) The Holy Spirit is not the Father.  

• The implication of the above 7 statements is that God is one in essence and three in person. 

• Theologians use the term “Godhead” to refer to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy 

Spirit. 

• When you read “essence”, think “Godness.” All three Persons of the Trinity share the same 

“Godness.”  

• One is not more God than another. None is more essentially divine than the rest.  

• The Persons are not three gods; rather, they dwell in communion with each other as they subsist 

in the divine nature without being compounded or confused. 

• First of all, Christians don't believe in three Gods. That's a heresy called Tritheism.  

• Second, we don't believe that the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit are three "forms" of God—like, 

steam, water and ice - That's the heresy called Modalism 

2. Where do we find the Trinity doctrine in the Bible? 

• Although the word “Trinity” is famously absent from Scripture, the concept is however taught by 

implication in the Old Testament and by direct statements in the New Testament. 

a) The oneness of God 

Deuteronomy 6:4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one! 

Isaiah 44:6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the 

First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God. 

1Timothy 2:5 For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 

b) Diversity or plurality within the oneness  

Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them 

have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."27 So God created man in His own image; in 

the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
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• The Hebrew word for God is elohim, which is actually a plural form of the word el. It's a word that 

in other contexts is sometimes translated as "gods," referring to heathen deities. 

• Notice the shift in pronouns. "Let us … in our image … So God created man in his own image. … he 

created him." 

c) All Three Persons are called God 

i) God the father 

John 6:27 "Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting 

life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him." 

Tit 1:4 To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and 

the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior. 

ii) God the son 

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Colossians 2:9 For in Christ lives all the fullness of God in a human body. 

Hebrews 1:3  The Son radiates God's own glory and expresses the very character of God, and He 

sustains everything by the mighty power of His command. 

iii) God the spirit  

Hebrews 9:14  Just think how much more the blood of Christ will purify our consciences from sinful 

deeds so that we can worship the living God. For by the power of the eternal Spirit, Christ offered 

Himself to God as a perfect sacrifice for our sins. 

• This text assumes the deity of the Holy Spirit, calling Him an “eternal Spirit” 

1Corithians 3:16  Don't you realize that all of you together are the temple of God and that the Spirit 

of God lives in you? 

Acts 5:3  Then Peter said, "Ananias, why have you let Satan fill your heart? You lied to the Holy 

Spirit, and you kept some of the money for yourself. 4  The property was yours to sell or not sell, as 

you wished. And after selling it, the money was also yours to give away. How could you do a thing 

like this? You weren't lying to us but to God!" 

d) All three Persons are associated together on an equal basis 

• The three worked together at creation in unison 
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Genesis 1:1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2  The earth was formless 

and empty, and darkness covered the deep waters. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

surface of the waters. 3  Then God said, "Let there be light," and there was light. 

• They work together for your salvation 

1Peter 1:2  God the Father knew you and chose you long ago, and His Spirit has made you holy. As 

a result, you have obeyed Him and have been cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ. May God give 

you more and more grace and peace. 

• They work together for your sanctification (make you holy, to bless you, to separate you for 

them) 

 2 Corinthians 13:14  May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

• At your water baptism, you are baptised into one name, yet three persons 

Matthew 28:19  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

3. How can we illustrate the Trinity? 

• A number of illustrations have been suggested. They all are useful as long as you remember 

they are only illustrations – none of them can clear grasp the concept 

o Water (solid, liquid and steam) 

o The universe (matter, space, time) 

� Matter = mass + energy + motion  

� Space = length + height + breadth 

� Time = past + present + future 

o Egg (shell, the white, the York) 

4. The application of the trinity  

a) The Trinity helps us answer the question, "What was God doing before he created the universe?" 

• The Trinity teaches us that before the foundation of the world, God was having fellowship 

within his own being 
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John 17:24  Father, I want these whom You have given Me to be with Me where I am. Then they 

can see all the glory You gave Me because You loved Me even before the world began! 

• God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit have forever communicated and loved 

each other. 

b) The Trinity exalts the Son and the Spirit. 

• We all know that God the Father is to be worshiped. But what about Jesus Christ and the Holy 

Spirit? If they are God, should we not also worship them? The answer of course is yes.  

• Let me draw one important inference. Since all Three Persons of the Trinity are equally God, 

we may pray to any member of the Trinity.  

• Many Christians simply do not feel comfortable praying to the Spirit even though we often sing 

songs that are essentially prayers to the Spirit, such as "Spirit of God, descend upon my heart" 

and "Spirit of the living God, fall afresh on me." Surely if we may sing to the Spirit, we may also 

pray to him. If he is God, our prayers may be directed to him. 

• I do agree that Christian prayers will customarily be made to the Father (e.g. The Lord's 

Prayer). But let us not quibble or imagine that the Father is slighted if we direct our prayers to 

the Son or to the Spirit, according to the need of the moment. There is no jealousy among the 

members of the Trinity nor could there ever be. 

c) The Trinity helps us understand what really happened at the Cross. 

• At the climax of Jesus' suffering, he cried out, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

What do those strange, tortured words mean?  

• We have a hint of the answer in that every other time Jesus prayed, he used the term 

"Father." But at that moment, when he bore the full weight of the sins of the world, when all 

that is evil and wretched was poured out upon him, in some way we cannot begin to fathom, 

God—who cannot look upon sin—turned his back on his own Son.  

• Sin as it were (though not in ultimate reality) caused a rupture in the Trinity. Instead of 

"Father," Jesus cries out, "My God, my God!" It is God speaking to God.  

• The eternal Son cries out to the Father at the moment when the penalty of sin has been laid 

upon him.  

5. How the trinity functions  

• Some verses have created some confusion in the church: 

John 14:28  Remember what I told you: I am going away, but I will come back to you again. If you really 

loved Me, you would be happy that I am going to the Father, who is greater than I am. 
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• The Bible seems to clearly teach that God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all equally divine. 

They all possess the same attributes of deity. Then how can Jesus say the Father is greater than 

him? 

• This is explained by what is called the doctrine of functional subordination to clarify the roles of 

the three members of the Trinity.  

• All members of the Trinity are equal in essence, but they do not have the same roles. 

• It is clear that there is a functional subordination; that is, not only does each member have a 

different function or role, but some functions are also subordinate to others. 

a) The Function of the Father 

• By His very title of ‘Father’ and His label of ‘the first person of the Trinity,’ it is manifest that 

His function is superior to that of the Son and the Holy Spirit.  

• The Father, for example, is presented as the Source, Sender, and Planner of salvation. 

b) The Function of the Son 

• The Son, on the other hand, is the Means, Sent One, and Achiever of salvation.  

• The Father sent, and the Son came to save us; the Father planned it, but the Son accomplished 

it on the cross.  

• This is why it is a heresy (called patripassianism) to claim that the Father suffered on the 

cross—only the Son suffered and died. 

• Further, the Son is eternally ‘begotten’ or ‘generated’ from the Father, but the Father is never 

said to be ‘begotten’ or ‘generated’ from anyone. 

c) The Function of the Holy Spirit 

• The Holy Spirit is said to ‘proceed’ from the Father, but the Father never proceeds from the 

Holy Spirit—that is, the Father sends the Spirit, but the Spirit never sends the Father. . . 

• There is a functional subordination of the Holy Spirit to the Father. 

• In brief, the Father is the Planner, the Son is the Accomplisher, and the Holy Spirit is the 

Applier of salvation to believers.  

• The Father is the Source, the Son is the Means, and the Holy Spirit is the Effector of salvation—

it is He who convicts, convinces, and converts. 

 

 


