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Luke 9:51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He 

steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face. And as they 

went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 But they did not receive 

Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And when His disciples James 

and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from 

heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?" 55 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, 

"You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 56 "For the Son of Man did not come to 

destroy men's lives but to save them." And they went to another village. 57 Now it happened as 

they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, "Lord, I will follow You wherever You 

go." 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of 

Man has nowhere to lay His head." 59 Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, 

"Lord, let me first go and bury my father." 60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own 

dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God." 61 And another also said, "Lord, I will 

follow You, but let me first go and bid them farewell who are at my house." 62 But Jesus said to 

him, "No one, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 

In the past 3 weeks, we have been looking at this topic BORN FOR THIS and last week we 

took some time to unwrap the gift God gave us. 

Who was able to unwrap their gift and now has a better idea of who you are and what you are 

meant to do. 

 

Now it is one thing to know what you were born for but it is a completely different matter to 

walk in it. This brings me to the title of today’s message – NO ROOM FOR SIDE SHOWS. 

 

Let me say to you this morning, if you are to live out what you were born for, there is no room 

for side shows. 

I have looked at wasted lives, wasted dreams and wasted potential due to side shows.  

 

• What is a side show? 

A sideshow is a less important or less significant event or situation related to a larger, more 

important one that is happening at the same time. 

 

o They are legitimate events that compete with the main event  

o On the surface, side shows appear to offer more value than the main show 



NO ROOM FOR SIDE SHOWS 

2

 

No Room for Side Shows: Michael Manyuni M][M © 28 October 2018                       

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

o A side show can be a curtain raiser game to entertain spectators before the main 

match 

 

• In your pursuit of your calling, the enemy will bring up sensible sideshows in order to 

distract you, to move you away from the main purpose. 

• That is why our diaries are filled up by not so important things 

• When you pay attention to side shows, it will cost you time for the main show – this 

explains why we have so little time for prayer, for the word and for coming to the house of 

the Lord. 

 

Jesus had no time for side shows, look at verse 51:  

Luke 9:51 Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received up, that He 

steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, 52 and sent messengers before His face 

 

He knew that His time on earth was short and also knew where He was going to conclude His 

earthly journey. 

 

If you are to avoid side shows, you need to firmly decide to fulfill the call of God over your life 

 

• Jesus was not going to Jerusalem on holiday, He was going to die the most painful death of 

that time.  

• It took a conscious decision to follow through with the agenda for His life. Someone needs 

to decide for their purpose.  

• There is a casual approach that we adopt with regards to using our gifts – that was not the 

case with Jesus. He was focused at running His race. 

• When you set your face to serve God, you are not moved by possible dangers that will 

come your way. 

• It comes down to the power of choice – where there is a will, there is way. The day you 

decide to serve the Lord, you will find a way to serve Him.  

 

 

• With His mind well set on the dying business, Jesus decides to pass by a Samaritan village.  
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• Jesus was on a mission to reconcile man to God and He thought it worthwhile to reconcile 

even two long divided communities – the Jewish and the Samaritan community. 

 

Luke 9:52….And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him. 53 

But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem. 54 And 

when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, "Lord, do You want us to command fire 

to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?" 55 But He turned and 

rebuked them, and said, "You do not know what manner of spirit you are of. 56 "For the Son of 

Man did not come to destroy men's lives but to save them." And they went to another village 

 

• Despite His good intentions, the Samarian folks could have none of it – they out rightly 

rejected Jesus.   

• One major side show that has stopped people is paying too much attention to how people 

receive their gift. 

• When God gave you the gift, He did not say that everyone will applaud you or you will be 

well received all the time. 

• You might have a great product but there will be some hater out there who thinks your 

product is substandard and does not deserve their attention. 

• The Samaritan village rejected Jesus’ ministry – the response of Jesus was profound.  

• Instead of stopping His mission trip because of rejection, Jesus simply went to another 

village. 

• The Jews contended that it should be at Jerusalem; the Samaritans, on Mount Gerizim, and 

accordingly they had built one there – they did not agree with Jesus’ teachings. 

• Your gift is meant for a specific recipient, pursue it until you find it. 

• The two disciples had a contrary spirit – they could not deal with rejection. They had a 

moto that said, if they reject you burn them down. 

• The response of people towards your gift is not a reflection of the quality of your gift – God 

always gives the best.  

• Jesus did not waste time playing in the mud of rejection – He simply moved to another 

village. 

• Don’t waste time with people who tolerate you, rather invest yourself in people who 

celebrate your gift. 
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• As Jesus continued on His journey of death, He came across a man who had heard about 

Jesus’ ministry. 

• From the time he heard of the great miracles being done by Jesus, he had a dream of joining 

the ministry stuff of Jesus. 

 

Luke 9: 57 Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that someone said to Him, "Lord, I 

will follow You wherever You go." 58 And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the 

air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head." 

 

• Jesus was not about to be flattered by such an offer – instead Jesus presented to this man the 

reality of serving on His ministry stuff. 

• This man wanted to serve with Jesus not for what He was going to bring on table but for the 

position of chief of stuff. 

• He wanted the lime light but not the labour that comes with the lime light.  

• The need for personal comforts will distract you from using your gift - your gift will cost 

you something.  

• Many people have homes that keep them from serving God, they have jobs that keep them 

serving God – just give that some thoughts. 

 

Still on His journey of death, Jesus meets up with another man – this time around Jesus invited 

Him to join His ministry team. 

I think there is nothing that beats serving God, there is no boss that pays as well as boss Jesus. I 

mean, this boss has unlimited resources! 

 

Luke 9: 59 Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But he said, "Lord, let me first go and bury 

my father." 60 Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the 

kingdom of God." 

• When this man was offered to serve with Jesus, all of a sudden he remembered that he was 

the oldest son and had a responsibility to look after his father. 

• This man had a genuine and sensible reason for not following Jesus – I also know that you 

have very good reasons for not serving God. 
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• I don’t think it is because there is something satanic about your absence, its just that you 

have bills to pay, you have your kiddies swimming, you have visitors to entertain. 

• A lack of urgency towards things of the kingdom will stop you from serving God – leave it 

for another day or for someone attitude. 

• People do not have a spiritual revelation of serving God – we relegate it to an afterthought 

issue.  

• What we prioritize will get done – how does your list of priorities look like. Someone said 

if you want to see where ones heart lies, look at their monthly budget. 

 

Again Jesus finds another man and asked Him to come join in the kingdom business – you 

would have expected Jesus to give up on man. 

But instead He kept on looking for people to join the work – even today He is still asking 

people to come join the work. 

 

Luke 9: " 61 And another also said, "Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them 

farewell who are at my house." 62 But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his hand to the 

plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

 

• This man was excited about the prospects of serving Jesus but wanted his family to affirm 

his move. 

• He wanted to go back home to ensure that they are ok with his move.  

• Seeking for people’s validation will hinder you from serving God, instead seek God’s 

validation.  

• Not everyone will agree and support your giving in the house of the Lord. Not everyone 

will applaud you for attending an all-night prayer on a Friday night.  

• Putting your hand on the plow, requires your undivided attention.  

 


