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VALUE #1 – Everyone matters before God 

Last week we began exploring what it would take to live a life of reaching the lost. We found 

that in order to do that, you need to own certain values.  

The first value was that everyone matters before God. I am not sure if you asked yourself why 

everyone matters before God. 

The answer to that question brings us to the second value that you need to adopt and live by. 

The reason why people matter before God is that people are spiritually lost. 

 

VALUE #2 – People are spiritually lost 

 

• Talking to a tax collector by the name of Zacchaeus, Jesus declared that His mission was to 

“seek and save that which was lost” – Luke 19:10. 

• It sounds like a horrible thing to say but what He was saying was a simple truth about those 

who have not yet found him. 

• We are growing up in a world that believes that everyone is ok – the bible however paints a 

different picture. 

Romans 3:10 As the Scriptures say, "No one is righteous—not even one. 11 No one is truly 

wise; no one is seeking God. 12 All have turned away; all have become useless. No one does 

good, not a single one." 

 

Psalms 14:1 The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." 

• This is quite a depressing picture but when it comes to passion rescue, it is a picture we 

need to understand and deal with.  

• The sad part of it is that it is a picture that applies to you on a personal level. People around 

us think that they are ok simply because they do good things, they are caring, they are not 

evil people. 

• The bible is very consistent on this matter – look at the following scriptures: 

Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. 
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Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through 

sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned 

 

Isaiah 59:1  Listen! The LORD's arm is not too weak to save you, nor is His ear too deaf to 

hear you call. 2  It's your sins that have cut you off from God. Because of your sins, He has 

turned away and will not listen anymore. 

 

Matthew 9:36  When He saw the crowds, He had compassion on them because they were 

confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 

 

• What we need to appreciate is that, no matter how good someone is, if they don’t know 

Christ as a personal savior and leader, they are headed for a Christless eternity. How does a 

Christless eternity look like? 

o “Shame and everlasting contempt” (Daniel 12:2) 

o “Everlasting punishment” (Mathew 25:46) 

o “Weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Matthew 24:51) 

o “Fire unquenchable” (Luke 3:17) 

o “Indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguish” (Romans 2:8,9) 

o “Everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord” (2 Thessalonians 1:9) 

These days when you are lost, you quickly go to your google maps and you are more likely to 

find your way again. 

When someone is lost spiritually, they need a spiritual version of google maps and this brings 

me to the third value 

 

VALUE #3 – Jesus is the only savior of the lost  

• This is where major battles are fought – in actual fact contemporary thinking goes against 

sound teaching. 

o Who are you to say you are right and everyone else is wrong 

o Everyone has their own truth and their own views of God 

o We can approach God in diverse ways 

o Practice your religion in a way that respect the views of others 

• Unfortunately in certain Christian circles, the belief that Christ is the only way to God is 

being systematically undermined (religious pluralism) 
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• The teaching that the death of Christ was a necessary payment for our sins is also being 

undermined (the substitutionary atonement of Christ) 

• Let’s allow scripture to speak to this matter  

John 14:6  Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father 

except through Me.  

• Christ is the WAY through (His doctrine, His example, His sacrifice and His spirit) 

• Christ is the TRUTH that teaches the knowledge of God, and directs in the way 

• Christ is the LIFE, both in grace and glory; the life that not only saves from death, but 

destroys it 

 

1Peter 3:18  Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but He died for 

sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but He was raised to life 

in the Spirit. 

 

Acts 4:12 There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by 

which we must be saved." 

• Whether we like it or not, we have an unpopular message and we have been entrusted to 

present it boldly. 

• You and I need to keep our thinking clear about the fact that people need to hear the 

message of the cross 

Romaans 1:16  For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ. It is the power of God at 

work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also the Gentile. 

• When you walk with Jesus, He does not only give you eternal life but He makes life 

meaningful.  

o Jesus is called the prince of peace – without Jesus people will not have peace. There 

is peace that only Jesus can give – its called the shalom of God (nothing broken 

nothing missing) – John 14:27 "Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not 

as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be 

afraid. 

o He brings satisfaction – He is the bread of life. There is nothing that can satisfy like 

Jesus does - the author, nourisher, and supporter of spiritual, eternal life. John 6:35 

And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never 

hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst. 
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o He is the good shepherd – He leads you, He guides you, He supplies all of your 

needs, He protects you. John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

gives His life for the sheep. 

 

These first three values are nothing new, but it was important for us to move them from being 

mere head knowledge to genuine, heartfelt values. 

VALUE #1 – Everyone matters before God 

VALUE #2 – People are spiritually lost 

VALUE #3 – Jesus is the only savior of the lost  

 

Last week I touched a little bit on the changing spiritual landscape – I want to revisit that a little 

bit as we draw to a close this morning. 

• A few decades ago, people used to live quite close to the chasm of sin.  

o Going to church was expected of most people,  

o Opening in prayer before meals was the norm,  

o People used to be afraid to use the name of the Lord in vain  

• In other words, it didn’t take a lot for people to be convinced of how lost they were. People 

had a good grasp of sin and as such a direct evangelistic approach would work. 

• Fast forward to our current times – things have completely changed. People no longer 

realise how far they are from God. 

• Some people are so far from the chasm that there appears to be no chasm at all. 

• What has happened overtime is that people have moved away from Christian beliefs, values 

and norms – this is called secularization  

• When you say “God cares about you and wants to forgive you and give you eternal life”, 

you will get the respond “which God and what sins need forgiveness”.  

• Have you ever noticed how more and more Christian views are looked down upon and if 

you talk about Jesus you are accused of religious intolerants? 

• The distance that has developed between society and Christianity is a reflection of how 

intense the spiritual battle is around reaching the lost 

• It then requires that you and I raise our prayer life – we cannot be involved in passion 

rescue without praying. 

• Walls need to be broken down in the spirit first before victory can manifest in the natural.  

 


