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Lets recap what we spoke about in the past 2 weeks – we have been developing a thesis around how to 

make reaching the lost a part and parcel of our lives. We looked at three values that you and I need to 

live by: 

VALUE #1 – Everyone matters before God 

VALUE #2 – People are spiritually lost 

VALUE #3 – Jesus is the only savior of the lost  

 

Last week I began painting a picture of the spiritual landscape in which God is calling us to operate in. 

One of the things you need to realize is that today’s people require more than just having the gospel 

presented to them, but also need it to be defined and defended. 

• People do not to take steps towards a spiritual journey because of intellectual roadblocks. 

This brings us to our 4th value: 

 

VALUE #4 – People need answers 

• The environment in which people are being raised in has led to people developing arguments that 

need to be confronted. 

• The moment you embark on a journey to reach someone for Jesus, you will need to break down 

some arguments. 

• As soon as the topic of faith comes up, a list of doubts pop into people’s minds – consider the 

following roadblocks: 

o How can I be sure that God even exists, if he does is it even possible to know what He is 

like? 

o With so many religions floating around, how can I be confident that any of them is really 

true 

o With all fake and abusive religious leaders out there, why should I trust any of them 

o Why do I need to come to church, can’t I worship all by myself 

o If God really loves me, why did He allow such horrible things to happen to me 

• Confronted with such questions, we owe it to the unsaved to provide answers and allay their fears. 

• You and I have a responsibility to show that the Christian faith is built upon a firm foundation and 

can be depended on. 

• Paul was quite aware of the battle when he said: 

2 Corinthians 10:3 We are human, but we don't wage war as humans do. 4 We use God's mighty 

weapons, not worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false 

arguments. 5 We destroy every proud obstacle that keeps people from knowing God. We capture their 

rebellious thoughts and teach them to obey Christ. 



PASSION RESCUE – A life of reaching the lost prt 3 

2

 

A life of reaching the lost Prt 3: Michael Manyuni M][M © 10 Februry 2019                   

www.gochurchpretoria.co.za 

 

 

 

• When we talk about giving answers to questions, we are not trying to replace the gospel with 

intellectual stamina, we simply want to act out what Peter encouraged us to do: 

1Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone 

who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;  

 

One of the best times to influence your child is when you take them out and spend quality time with 

them.  

When you spend time doing something with your child, you will find that she opens up and is able to 

bring you into their world. 

In order to get people to ask the relevant spiritual questions, you need to create a caring community.  

 

VALUE #5 – People need community  

• Have you ever noted that what makes sitcoms like Friends, Neighbours and Days of our lives and 

such like stories to stick is really interaction between a tight knit circle of friends.  

• Do you remember the theme song of Neighbours – I won’t sing it but it went something like this 

Neighbours, 

Everybody needs good neighbours 

Just a friendly wave each morning 

Helps to make a better day 

Neighbours, 

Need to get to know each other 

Next door is only a footstep away 

Neighbours, 

Everybody needs good neighbours 

With a little understanding 

You can find the perfect blend 

• You can hear that heart’s cry of this person – they are looking for a community, people that can help 

him go through his day. 

• I believe with all my heart that the church of Jesus Christ provides an opportunity for the kind of 

deep, relational connection that people are craving for 

• One of the draw cards for people to join cults is that though their teachings are illogical and 

confusing, they tend to offer a sense of family and community that people are in need of.  

• A desire to be part of a close-knit community can carry a person a long way. 

• Something happens when a church becomes a community – it is attractive and relevant: 
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Acts 2:42  All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching, and to fellowship, and to 

sharing in meals (including the Lord's Supper), and to prayer. 43  A deep sense of awe came over them 

all, and the apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders. 44  And all the believers met 

together in one place and shared everything they had. 45  They sold their property and possessions and 

shared the money with those in need. 46  They worshiped together at the Temple each day, met in homes 

for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals with great joy and generosity—47  all the while praising 

God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their fellowship those 

who were being saved.  

• The early church had two levels of devotion –  

o They devoted themselves to communication and unity with God (They gave themselves 

fully to the word of God which was preached by the apostles) 

o They devoted themselves each other (they committed o fellowshipping and breaking of 

bread as a family) 

o The word fellowship in Greek is translated koinonia, which speaks of a deep sense of 

spiritual unity with God and with people around you (sharing, unity, close association, 

partnership, participation, contributory help) 

• Our quest to reach the lost will lead to more results if we provide the unchurched the opportunity to 

get a taste of genuine Christian community.  

• How does a life giving community looks like? 

o It is a place you can identify with – you are free to be yourself (you are accepted before you 

change) 

o It inspires you to be better (it takes the best out of you) 

o It is a place you are celebrated and not just tolerated  

o You are missed in your absence and you miss the place when you are away 

o There is someone you can touch when you stretch your hand (no power gap) 

o You are known by name and you know someone by name 

• People want more than logic and truth, they want to hang around the family before joining it – for 

them fellowship is the gateway to conversion.  

 


