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Lets recap what we spoke about in the past 3 weeks – we have been developing a thesis around 

how to make reaching the lost a part and parcel of our lives. We looked at three values that you 

and I need to live by: Lets go through them together 

VALUE #1 – Everyone matters before God 

VALUE #2 – People are spiritually lost 

VALUE #3 – Jesus is the only savior of the lost  

VALUE #4 – People need answers 

VALUE #5 – People need community  

 

Are you ready for the 6th value? 

Whenever I think of sharing the gospel, I always wonder whether the person will even get what 

I am trying to say. 

Because of that thought, I sometimes don’t get to start a spiritual conversation. If I start the 

conversation I sometimes find that the person seems to have lots of facts, has sound arguments 

or seems to be very dismissive of what I have to say. 

The truth of the matter is that reaching souls is a real battle, which needs to be won in the spirit 

first. 

This brings us to the 6th value: 

 

Value #6 – People need prayer 

 

• Write this down – Before talking to people about Jesus, talk to Jesus about the people 

 

• What do you do when you need to fix a Toyota car, you take it to the Toyota manufacturers 

– the same thing is true with souls – you take them to their maker first. 

• After hearing so much about passion rescue, the temptation that comes is to quickly jump 

into the river to save someone. We have heard of people drowning whist attempting to 

rescue someone else. 

• Whenever we try to rescue someone without praying for them, it is almost like fitting your 

car with aftermarket parts (An aftermarket part is any part of a vehicle that is not sourced 

from the car's maker) 
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• An aftermarket part works but you have the risk of using parts that will damage your 

vehicle – you might start giving solutions that have not been prescribed by the maker. 

• You need to realise that the church was birthed in an atmosphere of prayer – this event took 

place fifty days after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

Acts 1:12 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a Sabbath day's journey. 13 And when they had entered, they went up into the upper 

room where they were staying: Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; 

Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son  of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the 

son of James. 14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the 

women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers. 

o All continued - persevering and constant attention to prayer 

o One accord - With one mind; unitedly; unanimously 

o Prayer and supplication  - petitions to God for blessings 

As they were praying, the Holy Spirit was released – our prayers attract God and they create an 

atmosphere. 

• The absence of prayer results in the absence of God’s transforming power 

• You need to realise that God only does things on earth in response to prayer. 

Psalm 115:16 The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S; But the earth He has given to the 

children of men. 

• This scripture gives us a picture of how God governs – He will not violate this principle. 

God gave you the earth and the only time that God will do something on earth will be at the 

request of man – that is what prayer does 

• Prayer is an open invitation for the hand of God to be involved in the affairs of man 

• Jesus taught His disciples to pray in a specific way 

Matthew 6:9 "In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven, Hallowed be Your name. 

10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in heaven. 

• In as much as God has kept the heaven of heavens, He desires the best for you and I here on 

earth. That is why Jesus gave them a template that will break off the limitations of man here 

on earth. 

• Man cannot heal himself, man is helpless and powerless without divine intervention.  

• The reason why we should pray, it is because prayer keeps us connected with God. In the 

absence of being connected with God, man has a tendency to degenerate into chaos. 
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• In order to see what I am talking about, just go for 2 weeks without praying and you will 

not be able to recognize yourself, believers around you will not be able to recognize you. 

• This speaks of entropy – the 2nd law of thermodynamics states that the degree of disorder or 

randomness in a system left to itself increases over time  

 

• The devil has deceived many people with regards to talking to God – his aim is to keep you 

far away from God by minimizing the value of prayer in your eyes 

o Many people despise prayer – it is boring 

• Change will only take place when we start talking to the one who does not change but can 

change anything.  

• The Bible is full of stories of people who prayed and their lives were never the same again 

– When you appreciate the power of prayer, you will never stop praying: 

o Hannah is infertile, and she prays desperately for a son. 

 “O Lord Almighty, if you will only look upon your servant’s misery and remember me, 

and not forget your servant but give her a son, then I will give him to the Lord for all 

the days of his life” (1 Sam. 1:11). 

o Peter is in prison for preaching the gospel; the church prayed for his release. 

“So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.” 

(Acts 12:5) 

o Jairus asks Jesus to heal his daughter so she won't die. 

Jairus, a synagogue ruler, risked his position in his faith community by making a 

request of the new religious teacher, Jesus, right in front of everyone: “My little 

daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed 

and live” (Mark 5:23). 

 

o Moses asks God to see Him. 

Then Moses asked to see God’s glory—God’s very personage—up close: “Now 

show me your glory” (Exodus 33:18). 

 

o Hezekiah prays because God tells him that he is about to die. 

When King Hezekiah became deathly ill, the prophet Isaiah came to him with a 

message from God that he would die. Hezekiah prayed and cried to God. 

“‘Remember, O Lord, how I have walked before you faithfully and with whole 
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hearted devotion and have done what is good in your eyes’”…5“I have heard your 

prayers and seen your tears; I will heal you… 6. I will add 15 years to your life.” (2 

Kings 20:3, 5, 6).  

o Jesus prays for God's will before His arrest and crucifixion. 

The night of Jesus’ betrayal, Jesus prayed alone in a garden, asking for God to 

protect His followers. Jesus agonized in prayer to God, saying, “‘Father, if you are 

willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done’” (Luke 22:42). 

 

 

• With this knowledge of the power of prayer, God wants you and I to pray for the 

unchurched. The following provides a guideline on how to pray for the unchurched: 

 

PRAYERS FOR SALVATION 

Each of these prayers seeks the same thing, but in a different way or from a different angle or using 

different language. Each of them is grounded in a specific text of Scripture. 

1. Pray that God would circumcise their hearts. Circumcision was the Old Testament sign of entering 

into God’s covenant, of being God’s people. To have a circumcised heart symbolizes having a heart 

that is fully joined to God, fully submissive to him. “And the LORD your God will circumcise your 

heart and the heart of your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul, that you may live” (Deuteronomy 30:6). 

 

2. Pray that God would give them a heart of flesh. The Bible contrasts a heart of flesh, a heart that is 

alive and responsive to God, to a heart of stone, a heart that is cold and unyielding. Pray that God 

would work within these unbelievers to change their hearts. “And I will give them one heart, and a 

new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from their flesh and give them a 

heart of flesh…” (Ezekiel 11:19). 

 

 

3. Pray that God would put his Spirit within them. The great joy of salvation is being indwelled by 

God himself. Pray that God would grant this honor to those unbelievers, that he would choose to 

take up residence within them. “And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 

statutes and be careful to obey my rules” (Ezekiel 36:27). 
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4. Pray that they would come to Christ. If unbelievers are to come to salvation, there is just one way. 

They must come through Christ and Christ alone. “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me’” (John 14:6). Remember, too, that he 

is the one who calls them to come and to be relieved of the burden of their sin (see Matthew 

11:28-30). 

 

 

5. Pray that God would open their hearts to believe the gospel. Once more, God must initiate and 

people must respond. So pray that God would open the hearts of these unbelievers so they can in 

turn believe, just as Lydia did. “The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by 

Paul” (Acts 16:14). 

 

6. Pray that God would free them from the slavery of sin. Unbelievers may believe they are free, but 

they are in fact enslaved. They are slaves of sin, bound by their sin and sinfulness. Pray that God 

would liberate them by his gospel. “But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin 

have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed” 

(Romans 6:17). 

  

7. Pray that God would remove Satan’s blinding influence. Unbelievers have been blinded by Satan 

and will only ever be able to see and appreciate the gospel if God works within them. So pray that 

God would give them sight—spiritual sight. “In their case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 

who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). 

PRAYERS FOR YOURSELF 

You have prayed for unbelievers using different words and approaching from different angles. But you 

should also pray for yourself. 

1. Pray that you will develop relationship with them. “How then will they call on him in whom they 

have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how 

are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Romans 10:14). 

 

2. Pray for opportunities to minister to them. “In the same way, let your light shine before others, so 

that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 

5:16). 
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3. Pray for a burden to plead for their souls. “Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for them 

is that they may be saved” (Romans 10:1). 

 

4. Pray for boldness in generating and taking opportunities to speak the gospel. “[Pray] also for me, 

that words may be given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the 

gospel…” (Ephesians 6:19). 

 

 

o  


