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HAVING THE RIGHT 
PERSPECTIVE

PERSPECTIVE:

A particular attitude towards or way of regarding something;

- a point of view outlook, view, viewpoint, point of view, standpoint,

position, stand, stance, angle, slant, attitude, frame of mind, frame of

reference, approach, way of looking/thinking, vantage point,

interpretation
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Numbers 13: 1-3

The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am

giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of its leaders.”3 So at the LORD’s

command Moses sent them out from the Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of the

Israelites.

Numbers 13:17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through the

Negev and on into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like and whether the people who

live there are strong or weak, few or many. 19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or

bad? What kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 20 How is the soil? Is

it fertile or poor? Are there trees in it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of

the land.” (It was the season for the first ripe grapes.)
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Numbers 13:21 So they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin as far as Rehob, toward Lebo

Hamath. 22 They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the

descendants of Anak, lived. (Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 23 When they

reached the Valley of Eshkol,[a] they cut off a branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried

it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and figs. 24 That place was called the Valley of

Eshkol because of the cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off there. 25 At the end of forty days they returned

from exploring the land.

Numbers 13:26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at Kadesh

in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them

the fruit of the land. 27 They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to which you sent us,

and it does flow with milk and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful,

and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak there. 29 The

Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amorites live in the hill country; and the

Canaanites live near the sea and along the Jordan.”
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Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take

possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”31 But the men who had gone up with him said,

“We can’t attack those people; they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the

Israelites a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored devours

those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the

descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and

we looked the same to them.”

Numbers 13:17 When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up through the Negev and

on into the hill country. 18 See what the land is like and whether the people who live there are strong

or weak, few or many. 19 What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What kind of towns do

they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified? 20 How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees in

it or not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.” (It was the season for the first ripe

grapes.)
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Moses’ Instructions

�See what the land is like

�Whether the people who live there are strong or weak or few and many

�What kind of land they live in?

Moses’ Instructions

�What kind of towns do they live in, are they walled or fortified?

�How is the soil, is it fertile or poor?

�Are there trees in it or not?

�Bring back some of the fruit of the land.
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Numbers 13:23 When they reached the Valley of Eshkol, they cut off a branch bearing a single

cluster of grapes. Two of them carried it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates

and figs

The good report or perspective was in line with what God had promised them 

that Canaan is a land flowing with milk and honey



2019-05-20

8

Exodus 3:7-8 New Living Translation (NLT)

7 Then the LORD told him, “I have certainly seen the oppression of my people in Egypt. I have

heard their cries of distress because of their harsh slave drivers. Yes, I am aware of their suffering. 8

So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them out of Egypt

into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the land where the

Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live.

Exodus 3:9 New Living Translation (NLT)

9 Look! The cry of the people of Israel has reached me, and I have seen how harshly the Egyptians

abuse them. 10 Now go, for I am sending you to Pharaoh. You must lead my people Israel out of

Egypt.”
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Their overall perspective on the land of Canaan was not a 

good one and they did not see it as a good idea to enter it.

Exodus 23:23 For my angel will go before you and bring you into the land of the Amorites, Hittites,

Perizzites, Canaanites, Hivites, and Jebusites, so you may live there. And I will destroy them

completely.
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Exodus 23:31 And I will fix your boundaries from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea, and from

the eastern wilderness to the Euphrates River. I will hand over to you the people now living in the

land, and you will drive them out ahead of you.

Numbers 13:30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up and take

possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”

Number 13:31-33.

31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; they are stronger

than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the land they had

explored. They said, “The land we explored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there

are of great size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim).

We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”
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Numbers 14:1-4 New Living Translation (NLT)

14 Then the whole community began weeping aloud, and they cried all night. 2 Their voices rose in a great

chorus of protest against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had died in Egypt, or even here in the wilderness!”

they complained. 3 “Why is the LORD taking us to this country only to have us die in battle? Our wives and

our little ones will be carried off as plunder! Wouldn’t it be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 Then they

plotted among themselves, “Let’s choose a new leader and go back to Egypt!”

The report they got from the 10 spies, distorted their self 

perspective
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How to have the right perspective

a) Believe in the promises of God

• God promised a land flowing with milk and honey

Exodus 3:8 So I have come down to rescue them from the power of the Egyptians and lead them

out of Egypt into their own fertile and spacious land. It is a land flowing with milk and honey—the

land where the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites now live
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How to have the right perspective

a) Believe in the promises of God

• God had promised protection on the journey 

Exodus 23: 20 “See, I am sending an angel before you to protect you on your journey and lead you

safely to the place I have prepared for you. 21 Pay close attention to him, and obey his instructions.

Do not rebel against him, for he is my representative, and he will not forgive your rebellion.
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How to have the right perspective

b) Believe what God says about you in His word

• The spies saw themselves in a different way from how God saw them. They saw themselves as 

grasshoppers

Numbers 13:33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We

seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them.”

Genesis 1:27 New International Version (NIV) So God created mankind in his own image, in the

image of God he created them; male and female he created them.
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1 Peter 2:9 New International Version (NIV) But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy

nation, special possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness

into his wonderful light.

How to have the right perspective

c) Develop a healthy thought pattern

• The spies thought negatively about the promise land
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Philippians 4:8 New Living Translation (NLT) 8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing.

Fix your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and lovely, and admirable.

Think about things that are excellent and worthy of praise.

Romans 12:2 New Living Translation (NLT) 2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but

let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know

God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.
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Joshua 1:8 New International Version (NIV)8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips;

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will

be prosperous and successful.

How to have the right perspective

d) Develop a heart of gratitude 
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1 Thessalonians 5:18, NLT: "Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you who

belong to Christ Jesus.“

Romans 8:28 New International Version (NIV) And we know that in all things God works for the

good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.


