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 Last week we began to unpack the underlying issues that impact answers to questions of life. 

We said in order to fully understand people’s views we need to lay hold of the worldview 

which they subscribe to. This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter 

WORLDVIEWS THAT SHAPE SOCIETY 

These worldviews include: 

1. Naturalism:  

The naturalist says there is no God; humans are just highly evolved animals; the universe is 

a closed physical system. 

 

1.1 Modernism 

a) Materialism.  

• The universe is a closed system and God is irrelevant (atheism 

deism).  

• "Religious humanists regard the universe as self-existing and not 

created  

b) Evolution.  

• Progress and evolutionary change are inevitable. "Humanism 

believes that man is a part of nature and that he has emerged as the result of a continuous 

process"  

c) Autonomy.  

• Man is autonomous, self-centered, and will save himself. 

d) Human reason.  

• Education is the guide to life; intelligence and freedom guarantee full human potential.  

e) Science.  

• Science is the ultimate provider for both knowledge and morals.  

 

1.2 Postmodernism:  

• There are no objective truths and moral standards; “reality” is 

ultimately a human social construction. 

• Truth is culturally based. 

• Reality is in the mind of the beholder. 

• We can't think independently because we are defined by our 
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culture. 

• There is no "transcultural objectivity." 

• There is no progress. 

• Nothing is ever proven. 

Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) an Austrian neurologist described the impact of postmodernism  

nearly one hundred years ago by saying: 

Fundamentally, we only find what we need and only see what we want to see. We have no other 

possibility. Since the criterion for truth - correspondence with the external world - is absent, it 

is entirely a matter of indifference what opinions we adopt. All of them are equally true and 

equally false. And no one has the right to accuse anyone else of error.  

Someone has said that we have now moved from the conviction that everyone has a right to his 

own opinions, to the notion that every opinion is equally right! 

 

Postmodernism does not rule out religion as did modernism, with its emphasis on human 

reason. However, the religions that are approved are very different from Christianity. You may 

believe what you want to. Go for what makes you feel good. Religion is cafeteria style. You 

choose what you like from what is spread in front of you, and put a meal together that suits 

your taste. There are strong links with paganism. 

• In general, Christian theism was the predominant world view until the 1860s.  

• Modernism came next, slowly replacing the biblical world view with Marxist, Freudian, 

and Darwinist ideas, based upon reason and science.  

• After WWII, the skepticism of postmodernism began to replace the confidence of 

modernism. 

 

2. Pantheism 

• Pantheism is the view that God is everything and everyone and that everyone and 

everything is God. All of life has a spark of divinity 

• Pantheism is similar to polytheism (the belief in many gods), but goes beyond polytheism 

to teach that everything is God.  

• A tree is God, a rock is God, an animal is God, the sky is God, the sun is God, you are God, 

etc. Pantheism is the supposition behind many cults and false religions (e.g., Hinduism and 

Buddhism to an extent, the various unity and unification cults, and “mother nature” 

worshippers). 
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a) Monism.  

• New Agers believe that all is one. There are no ultimate distinctions between humans, 

animals, or the rest of creation. 

b) Human divinity.  

• If all is one and all is god, then we should conclude that we are 

gods. 

c) Cosmic consciousness.  

• Human beings must discover their own divinity by experiencing a change in consciousness.  

d) Reincarnation.  

• New Agers believe that we travel through endless cycles of birth, death, and reincarnation 

in order to work off our bad karma. 

e) Moral relativism.  

• New Agers think in terms of grey, not black and white.  

• They often believe that two conflicting statements can both be true. 

 

3. Theism (Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Christianity is our focus) 

• Theism, the view that all limited or finite things are dependent in some way on one 

supreme or ultimate reality of which one may also speak in personal terms.  

• In Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, this ultimate reality is often called God. 

• The major faiths practiced in South Africa are Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, traditional 

African religions and Judaism 

1.  


