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As a pastor,  I’ have stood by a mother crying over the dead body of her 10 year old who had drowned 

in their family pool. As a police officer I’ve stood by a lifeless body of a father that had just hung 

himself in his family garage. As a son, I’ve stood at the end of my mother’s bed—my hand on her foot, 

with teary eyes —as her two-year battle with cancer came to an end. As a husband, I’ve felt a metallic 

taste in my mouth as the surgeon rushed my wife to the delivery room for an emergency C-section 

because of a sudden rise in her blood pressure. And as a father, I’ve spent the night pacing the hallways, 

praying that my son’s 103-degree fever would finally break. 

• It does not matter who you are, at some point you are going to come face to face with suffering and 

pain in some way or another. 

• Gripped with that moment of pain and suffering, humans have tried to make sense of it  

o some have blamed fate, saying it is the way the stars have lined up 

o Others say it’s a reflection of laws of science – the dichotomy of positive and negative, light 

and dark, good and evil.  

o Some point their finger on God.  

 

This morning I want to teach you on this subject matter – MAKING SENSE OF AFFLICTIONS 

1. What is the source of affliction 

• In trying to identify the origin of pain and affliction, many have found their faith on trial. 

• Many have abandoned faith in God because they fail to reconcile the idea of a loving, personal, all 

powerful God with the presence of pain and affliction.  

 

1.1 The Nature of God 

• The biblical description of God’s character and being points to the fact that He is not the source of 

pain and affliction. 

• God is loving, compassionate, and merciful; God is perfect; God is so divine and inherently good 

• Everything that God created was good 

Genesis 1:31 Then God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good. So the 

evening and the morning were the sixth day. 

• In God there is no darkness 

1John 1:5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light 

and in Him is no darkness at all. 

Light, in the Scriptures, is the emblem of purity, truth, knowledge, prosperity, and happiness--as 

darkness is of the opposite. 

• God does not tempt anyone with evil 

James 1:13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted 

by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 
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1.2 If Not God, Then Who?   

Satan, diablos is the source of all evil  

• From His fall, Satan has been the source of all evil, pain and suffering 

• Satan is sometimes called in the Bible  

o “the ruler of this world”  

John 12:31 "Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 

o “the god of this world”  

2 Corinthians 4:3 But even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, 4 

whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not believe, lest the light of the gospel of 

the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them. 

o “the prince of the power of the air”  

Ephesians 2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 2 in which you 

once walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the 

air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 

• The devil took Jesus up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 

time, and said to him, 

Luke 4:5 Then the devil, taking Him up on a high mountain, showed Him all the kingdoms of 

the world in a moment of time. 6 And the devil said to Him, "All this authority I will give You, 

and their glory; for this has been delivered to me, and I give it to whomever I wish. 

• The claim of Satan pretty much gives one the illusion that he is utterly in control but is that 

so? 

• Satan’s claim of ultimate authority is a half-truth – the complete truth is that he does 

everything at God’s permission and within God’s appointed limits  

 

1.3 Satan Is Never Sovereign, but God is 

• The evil and suffering in this world are greater than any of us can comprehend. But evil and 

suffering are not ultimate. God is. Satan, the great lover of evil and suffering, is not 

sovereign. God is. 

Daniel 4:35 He does according to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants 

of the earth; and none can stay his hand or say to him, “What have you done?” 

 

Isaiah 46:10 He declares “the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet 

done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose.’”  
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Proverbs 19:21 Many are the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the Lord that 

will stand.  

• There are no limits to God’s rule. This is part of what it means to be God. He is sovereign 

over the whole world, and everything that happens in it. He is never helpless, never 

frustrated, never at a loss.  

 

1.4 The Sovereignty of God  

a) God has control over demonic activities 

• The devil deploys demons that go about harassing people – Daniel 10 gives us glimpse into 

the demonic warfare 

Daniel 10:13 “The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, 

one of the chief princes, came to help me”  

• Notwithstanding being opposed by the prince of Persia, the angel that had been sent with 

the answer came out victorious.  

• With a simple word “GO…” a legion of demons was chased out by Jesus – Matthew 8:29 – 

32 

Matthew 8:29 And suddenly they cried out, saying, "What have we to do with You, Jesus, You 

Son of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?"30 Now a good way off from 

them there was a herd of many swine feeding. 31 So the demons begged Him, saying, "If You 

cast us out, permit us to go away into the herd of swine." 32 And He said to them, "Go." So 

when they had come out, they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the whole herd of 

swine ran violently down the steep place into the sea, and perished in the water. 

 

• People were amazed that Jesus commanded unclean spirits and they obeyed Him – Mark 

1:27 

• It is clear that though the devil can unleash his demons, God still has the control 

 

b) God has control over persecution. 

• If you have suffered persecution, at the time it does not feel as if God had any control over 

it. 

• Persecution by its nature is designed to consume and destroy your faith. 
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 1 Peter 5:8–9 Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 

devour. Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 

experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world 

• When the enemy has unleashed his jaws over your life, does God have anything to do with 

the intensity and for how long? 

• The devil has no last say because if God wills that we suffer for doing good, we will suffer. 

And if he does not will that we suffer for doing good, we will not 

1Peter 3:17 For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

• This explains how the devil was allowed to put Jesus through the most inhume death on the 

cross. 

• The night Jesus was arrested, satanic power was in full force (Luke 22:3, 31).  

Luke 22:52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, captains of the temple, and the elders who had 

come to Him, "Have you come out, as against a robber, with swords and clubs? 53 "When I 

was with you daily in the temple, you did not try to seize Me. But this is your hour, and the 

power of darkness." 

• Talking to Pilate, Jesus clearly reveals that there is no persecution that occurs unless it is 

permitted by God 

John 19:11 Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it had been 

given you from above. Therefore the one who delivered Me to you has the greater sin." 

 

c) God has control over death 

• We cannot minimize the ability of Satan to kill people  

John 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He 

was a murderer from the beginning.”  

• This does not make Satan invincible in this regard – God still has the final say 

• There is no god, no demon, no Satan that can snatch to death any person that God still 

wants here on earth  

Deuteronomy  32:39 'Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; I kill and 

I make alive; I wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand. 

• If the Lord wills, we will live. And if he doesn’t, we will die  - James the brother of Jesus 

put it this way 

James 4:13–16: Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 

town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit” — yet you do not know what 
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tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and 

then vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that. As 

it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 

 

d) God has control over sickness 

• Satan causes the majority of sickness and the Bible paints such a picture.  

• Whilst Satan had been causing sickness and bondage, Jesus came to undo all the works of 

darkness 

Acts 10:38 "how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who 

went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 

Him. 

• The death and the resurrection of Jesus broke the power of sickness over your life.  

• It is right and good to pray for healing - Christ has purchased for us (Isaiah 53:5).  

• It is for us to pray in faith, it is for Him to heal – sometimes you will need to be ok with the 

fact that your healing might happen by being taken out of this body of suffering.  

• Though Satan might have power to cause sickness but he is not self-determining in 

sickness. 

• God allowed Satan to afflict Job with sickness  

Job 2:7 Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and smote Job with sore boils from the 

sole of his foot to the crown of his head.  

 

e) God is sovereign over temptations 

• The devil is called the adversary – he opposes anything that is good. His aim is to create 

enmity between God and His people. 

• He does that by tempting you and me into sinning – he knows that sin will hurt you and 

everyone around you.  

• Satan is the originator of temptation but the measure is regulated by God 

1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but 

God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 

temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 

• God does not infuse evil thoughts into the mind; he does not create an object of temptation 

to place in our way, but he suffers it to be placed there by others 
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• When faced with temptation, our only way out is to deal with it the Godly way – by 

submitting to the principles of God. 

• Satan requested to sift or tempt Peter and Jesus allowed it but prayed for him to overcome 

it. 

Luke 22:31–32 Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like 

wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again 

[not: if you turn], strengthen your brothers. 


