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We are living in a time where the ministry of prophecy has been under severe attack in the 

body of Christ. 

So much abuse has taken place around this ministry and yet it is one of the most important 

ministry gifts in the body of Christ. As of late there has been a proliferation of false and fake 

prophets – casting a shadow on the ministry. 

The fact that there are fake prophets, it does not mean we should do away with this ministry – 

what one could call throwing the baby with the bath water. 

It is therefore important that we know how to handle the prophetic, both from the side of the 

prophet and the recipient of the prophecy. 

The title of my message this morning is JUDGING PROPHECY1.  

 

• When the prophetic is functioning as God designed, it has a tremendous ability to bless, 

strengthen, encourage, motivate, inspire, lift, envision and challenge. 

1 Corinthians 14:1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 

prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one 

understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies speaks 

edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 

• At the same time the abuse of prophecy can do serious damage, bring confusion and unrest, 

and misguide or mislead believing people 

• For this reason, Paul indicates in I Corinthians 14:29 that prophecy is to be judged. 

1Corinthians 14:29 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 

• Judging prophecy is however easier said than done – because prophecy is seen as God 

speaking to someone and sometimes it is even given in the first person. 

• For this reason, it is easy for us to feel that if we judge this prophecy, we are in some way 

judging the Spirit of God. No one wants to put him or herself in such a position. 

• This feeling is removed when you understand that prophecy is not to be viewed as infallible 

- it is not to be taken on the same level as the written word of God. 

• Prophecy comes through people who are fallible and can be affected by many different 

things that could have a bearing on a prophecy that is given.  

a) Why Judge prophecy? 

• It is a great challenge to judge prophecy because it is very much intertwined with the person 

giving the prophecy – how do you do it without judging the person who is giving the word.  

                                                 
1 Adapted from Bill Scheidler’s material on the Prophetic 
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• The absence of judging prophecy will open up people to being seriously misled in their 

walk with the Lord. 

• Christ was the only infallible ministry – everything and everyone else is subservient to 

Him.  

• The Bible indicates that there will be false ministries, false teachers, pastoral hirelings, false 

apostles and false prophets. 

 

b) How to judge the Prophetic 

When judging prophecy there are several tests that can be applied: 

 

1. Test #1 – The Written Word of God 

• Every prophecy must be in harmony with the scriptures, otherwise it must be rejected out 

rightly. 

• The written Word of God is the ultimate criterion for judging prophecy 

2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 

complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 

Isaiah 8:19 Someone may say to you, "Let's ask the mediums and those who consult the spirits 

of the dead. With their whisperings and mutterings, they will tell us what to do." But shouldn't 

people ask God for guidance? Should the living seek guidance from the dead? 20 Look to God's 

instructions and teachings! People who contradict His word are completely in the dark. 

 

2. Test #2 – The Spirit and the manner in which the Word is given. 

• As a rule, the way in which a prophecy is given should minister edification, exhortation and 

comfort  

1Corinthians 14:3 But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and comfort to 

men. 

1Corinthians 14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and all may be 

encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 33 For God is not 

the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 

• Even when the Holy Spirit is bringing a word of rebuke, it will be done in a pastoral way.  
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• The harshness of any prophecy might be a reflection of the messenger – allowing their 

emotions to get into the way.  

 

3. Test #3 – The Conduct and Personal Life of the Prophet 

• As a principle, the quality of the life of the prophet will also determine the quality of their 

prophecy. 

• God’s usual method of working is to speak through vessels who have set themselves aside 

in holiness and dedication to the Lord (He can use a donkey if needs be!). 

• A life of obedience will make it easy for one to hear the still small voice and their words 

can be trusted more readily.  

• The gifts of the Spirit must be motivated and impelled by the fruit of the Spirit. 

Matthew 7:15-18 

15 "Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious 

wolves. 16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes 

from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree 

produces bad fruit. 18  A good tree can't produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can't produce good 

fruit. 

4. Test #4 – The Inner Witness of the Holy Spirit. 

• Since the prophet and the recipient of the prophecy are of the same spirit, the Spirit of God 

within the believer should attest to the Spirit of God in the prophet. 

• In that case the result is inner peace and that becomes a guiding force to help us discern 

whether or not this is a true word for us.  

1Corinthians 2:11 For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which 

is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 

received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the 

things that have been freely given to us by God. 

• God is not the author of confusion.  

• Whenever you receive a word which has caused you dispeace and confusion, take it to God 

in prayer for a season until peace returns.  

• A word of caution is this – do not to take any prophecy lightly, spend specific time in 

prayer regarding its content and ask the Lord whether there might be any truth to it. 

  

5. Test #5 – The Confirmation of other Witnesses 
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• With every prophetic word, there should be a level of confirmation 

2 Corinthians 13:1This will be the third time I am coming to you. "By the mouth of two or three 

witnesses every word shall be established." 

• These “witnesses” could include several things. 

o Other prophetic ministries.  

o Pastors and other church leaders.  

o Parents and those that God has put over our lives.  

• It is a good principle to always check with your spiritual leaders regarding any prophetic 

word received. 

 

6. Test #6 – The Edification by the Word Given 

• Any prophetic utterance from the Lord should build up, admonish and encourage the people 

of God (I Corinthians 14:3).  

• Anything contrary to that must be rejected (confusing, condemning, discouraging and 

bringing a heaviness to an otherwise peaceful, uplifting setting). 

• A correcting message must be carefully weighed and submitted to the leadership of the 

church so that it can be conveyed in a caring way.   

 

7. Test #7 – The Exaltation of Jesus 

• The ultimate test for any prophecy is whether it brings glory to Jesus and Him alone.  

• The result of prophecy is that people should see Jesus and be drawn to Him  

1Corinthians 14:24 But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, 

he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all. 25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; 

and so, falling down on his face, he will worship God and report that God is truly among you. 

• In the book of the Revelation, John proclaims that the “testimony of Jesus” is the spirit of 

prophecy. 

Revelation 19:10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, but he said, "No, don't worship 

me. I am a servant of God, just like you and your brothers and sisters who testify about their 

faith in Jesus. Worship only God. For the essence of prophecy is to give a clear witness for 

Jesus. " 

• We must never let anything be the center of the prophetic experience but Jesus. We must 

not let our focus be on the individual through whom the prophecy comes, or on an 

institution, or on a method or style. 


