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1. Who Judges the Prophetic? 

• With regards to the prophetic, the church needs to rise up and take responsibility over the 

ministry. 

• The integrity of the ministry of prophecy needs to be preserved in order for the body of 

Christ to continue to fully benefit from it. 

 

1.1 The One Giving the Prophecy 

• When someone gives a prophecy, they carry a high level of responsibility with regards to 

how the prophecy is given. 

• The Bible clearly teaches that the “spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets”  

1Corinthians 14:32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 

• There is no room to blame the spirit of God for forcing them to prophecy in either an 

untimely time or in an inappropriate manner 

• We are responsible for what we say and do. Other translations of this same passage help us 

to understand more fully what is being said in this passage. 

“Remember that a person who has a message from God has the power to stop himself and wait 

his turn” (Living Bible). 

“And the gift of prophecy does not take from the prophets the control of their own spirits” 

(Conybeare). 

• You do not lose self in the process of giving a prophetic word – true prophets are to 

exercise control of their prophetic gift. 

• When you judge yourself, placing yourself under scrutiny, you will not have to be ashamed 

when others place you under the microscope.  

1 Corinthians 11:31 For if we would judge ourselves, we would not be judged. 

• It is a sign of spiritual maturity to render judgment on the content of your own word 

 

What are some of the necessary checks and balances before giving a word of prophecy? 

a) Become your own prophet first before aspiring to be a prophet unto others 

• Expect God to speak to you – He is always speaking, are you open to hear Him speak 

o He is not going to scream, He will speak with a still small voice  

1 Kings 19:11-13 New King James Version (NKJV) 

11 Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” And behold, the Lord 

passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in pieces 
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before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but the 

Lord was not in the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 

fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 13 So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped 

his face in his mantle and went out and stood in the entrance of the cave. Suddenly a voice 

came to him, and said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

o He communicates from His Spirit to your spirit, and then your spirit communicates 

what you hear to your mind.  

o That state of your mind will either hinder you from hearing God or will make it easy 

to hear God. 

o That is what we call an inward witness. 

o He speaks in simple ways, He speaks to you about the small issues of life 

• Spend more time with Him in fellowship (prayer, worship, reading the word) 

o The more time you spend with someone, the easier it is to recognize their voice 

o Remove the clutter in your life, the distractions of life  

o Learn to be led by the spirit in small things – this is being led by the spirit. 

o This happens when you are prompted to do something out of your ordinary way of 

life. 

o You to develop what the Bible calls the “mind of Christ” (the ability to make 

decisions as Jesus would) 

Romans 12:2 NKJV 

 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

 

Romans 12:2 Living Bible (TLB) 

2 Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but be a new and different person 

with a fresh newness in all you do and think. Then you will learn from your own 

experience how his ways will really satisfy you. 

 

Romans 12:2 The Message (MSG) 

Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking. 

Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily 

recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around 

you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of 

you, develops well-formed maturity in you. 
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o A renewed mind is essential to a successful inquiry after the will of God. Having a 

disposition to obey him, the mind will be prepared to hear His voice 

o Turn your prayer into a conversation and not a monologue  

o Allow yourself to be led by Him – it’s a place of humility and total surrender 

• Recognize God’s voice above all others. 

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 

 

Isaiah 30:21 English Standard Version (ESV) 

21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when 

you turn to the right or when you turn to the left. 

 

Isaiah 30:21 Living Bible (TLB) 

21 And if you leave God’s paths and go astray, you will hear a voice behind you say, “No, 

this is the way; walk here.” 

 

o By experience, you can learn to recognize God’s voice when He speaks, and to 

confidently respond to what He says.  

o Since God uses your thoughts, when thoughts recur, pray about them to discern if 

they may be coming from God.  

o God will never send you a message that contradicts the Bible’s principles.  

o God’s voice carries the weight of authority within it, and expresses a spirit of peace, 

confidence, joy, reasonableness, and goodwill.  

o If you think that God may be speaking to you, ask Him to confirm so as you study 

and meditate on the Bible, as you’re alert to the circumstances you encounter, or as 

you experience the Holy Spirit’s impressions in your mind. 

 

• Line it up with the scriptures 

o God will never tell you to do, think or say anything contrary to His Word. 

o God trains us to recognize His voice through His written Word. He uses it to tune 

our spiritual ears to what is real so that we can easily recognize a counterfeit. 

 

b) Is this word consistent with what the Bible says? Does it contradict the Scripture or 

violate any biblical principles? 
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c) Will this word bring edification, exhortation or comfort? 

d) For whom is this word to be given? Is this a personal word for me or is it for the entire 

church? 

e) Am I a committed member of this church with a demonstrated love for and loyalty to 

the individual members of this congregation? 

f) Why do I want to give this word at this time? Is it in my heart to strengthen the 

church or this person?  

g) What is my personal attitude towards the person at this time?  

h) Is there any bitterness or lack of forgiveness in my spirit that might taint the word 

that is to be given? 

i) Is this word consistent with what God has been saying to the Church in this season? In 

this service? 

j) What seems to be the best time, place and context for this word to be given? Public 

setting? Private setting? 

k) Is this the type of word that the pastor should be aware of before it is given to the 

congregation? 

l) Am I overstepping my authority in this congregation to give a word of this nature? 

m) Am I willing to allow this word of mine to be judged by others without feeling like 

everyone must agree with my personal analysis of it? 

n) Am I willing not to give this word if the leadership of the church feels that it is 

inappropriate? 

 

• In applying these checks and balances, it will help the prophet minimize mistakes in the 

area of prophecy.  

 

1.2 Other Prophetic Ministries 

• One of the patterns you will find in The New Testament is that of prophets working 

together in tandem with either other prophetic ministries  

Acts 13:1 Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teachers: 

Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been brought up 

with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 

 

Acts 15:32 Now Judas and Silas, themselves being prophets also, exhorted and strengthened 

the brethren with many words. 
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• Those whom God has called as prophets have a heightened sense of what God wants to say 

to His people. 

• This results in prophetic ministries operating in the same setting to have a similar sensing of 

what God is trying to communicate to a person or to a congregation.  

• It is for this reason that Paul encourages only two or three to speak, because in any given 

context they would all be receiving a similar message.  

 

1.3 The Leadership of the Church 

• The Senior Pastor and the elders of the church have a God given responsibility to feed, care 

for and protect the flock of God which is under their charge. 

Acts 20:28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit 

has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own 

blood. 29 "For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not 

sparing the flock. 30 "Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, 

to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 "Therefore watch, and remember that for three 

years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 

• By implication the leadership of the local church has to render a judgment concerning any 

given prophecy.  

• The Bible also instructs members of the congregation to submit to the elders of the church 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for your 

souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that 

would be unprofitable for you. 

 

• The reason for this submission to the elders is that ultimately God holds elders accountable 

for what takes place in the congregation under their charge.  

• We make the task of the elders easier when we recognize their authority and receive 

whatever correction they may want to give us with a good spirit. 

 

 


