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Last week, we commenced with the series entitled Unwavering Faith. We tried to lay the 

foundation around what faith is. We realized that a person who has faith is one who has the 

reality of the unseen fully impressed on him. It is him who has a full assurance of what he 

hopes for, a confidence in the unseen. 

We also learnt that the God kind of faith is one that is based on the knowledge of the nature of 

God and the knowledge of His word. 

Raise your hand if you have ever experienced a moment whereby you applied your faith on 

something and nothing came of it. How did you feel afterwards? 

 

Have you ever wondered if you have always operated in faith or sometimes it is just wishful 

thinking that is renamed faith? 

 

This morning I want to talk to you on a subject matter: MY “FAITH” IS NOT WORKING 

I have experienced disappointments in my life where I was hoping things to work in a certain 

way and them not working out that way. I am sure I am not alone in this regard and it left me 

with some questions and along the way. 

 

1. For faith to be faith, three rules need to be met 

a) A word from God – the presence of the word gives you something to rely on 

b) You are fully convinced of the ability of God to fulfill His word  

c) Relevant action in line with the word. 

 

• The presence of all three will result in functional faith being experienced – faith that results 

in God ordained results. 

• The reality is that many believers have found themselves wanting in as far as walking by 

faith is concerned.  

• When what you have is not faith, you will not get what was promised to those who have 

faith. 

• God honors His principles – sometimes we can be sincere about something but we could be 

sincerely wrong. 

• In trying to walk by faith, many people stumble on the first principle of what needs to be 

present in order to operate in faith – it is having the word of God to depend on. 

• When we try to operate in faith outside the word of God, it is called presumption. 
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2. What is presumption? 

• Presumption speaks of an idea that is taken to be true on the basis of an assumption. 

• It also means believing that something is true without having any proof 

• By means of an example; you have a friend who is always helpful, kind and considerate. On 

the basis of that, one evening you rock up at her place to drop off your 3 yr old daughter 

whilst on your way to a date night with your husband. Unfortunately your friend was 

particularly busy and was not in a position to baby sit that evening – you can imagine how 

the rest of night played out. 

• You moved with unwarranted confidence – your assurance for your friend’s assistance was 

utterly misplaced. 

• Without the word of God, our confidence is unwarranted.  

• Many times we have proceeded thinking that we have the word of God backing our actions 

– the question is, would it be the word of God? 

 

3. How do we end up with presumption and not faith? 

 

3.1 A misinterpretation of the word of God 

• True faith comes when we take the word of God in the way it was intended when God 

inspired it or when He spoke to you. 

• It is like having the operator’s manual in hands but misreading the instructions of how to 

operate the machine. 

• You can walk with the belief that if you have faith, your whole family will be saved based 

on what Paul said to the Philippian jailer 

Acts 16:31 says, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 

household.”  

• There is no promise for the salvation of families in that scripture but Paul was saying that 

the promise for salvation was available to him and to his family if they so believe. 

•  In order to operate in true faith, you need to rightly apply the word – the context to 

scriptures is important in this regard.  

• You can go about believing that God gave you the power to bind and to loose the devil 

based on Matthew 18:18 
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Matthew 18:18 "Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 

• Jesus is providing His disciples guidance on how to handle a situation of conflict and sin in 

the congregation. 

• In the event of a habitual sinner, the church is charged to disassociate with that person; treat 

the offender as an unbeliever, removing their right to influence the church or to be counted 

among flock. These actions of the church, and particularly the elders, are what Jesus calls 

“binding and loosing.” 

• Generally Jesus did not bind, He rebuked and commanded the demon to leave. We are told 

to resist, renew our minds, pull down – that is why deliverance has to go hand in hand with 

discipleship. 

• Rather use Mark 3:27 that talks about binding the strongman 

• You stand before people to demonstrate the power of God by drinking poisonous substance 

in line with 

Mark 16:17,18 And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast 

out devils; they shall speak with new tongues; They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 

any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them. 

• Jesus wasn’t encouraging His disciples to deliberately consume poison; rather, He was 

assuring them of the divine protection that is available for those who take the Gospel to the 

ends of the earth. 

 

3.2 Claiming a promise that has conditions which you don’t meet.  

• You might be convinced that God will always give you peace.  

You read the last part of Philippians 4:7 – “…and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.,” and you say, ‘I 

prayed for peace and God has promised to give me peace. I am standing on this promise!’  

But you left out the condition that needs to be met in order to access the peace 

Philippians 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 

• Many of God’s promises have such conditions that we need to be aware of. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 "if My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 

and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land. 
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3.3 You take a specific promise and rigidly apply it to yourself 

• A specific promise is one that is made to specific individuals on specific occasions. The 

context of the promise will usually make clear who the recipient is.  

• For example, the promise of 1 Kings 9:5 is very specific: “I will establish your royal throne 

over Israel forever.” The preceding and following verses make it clear that God is speaking 

only to King Solomon. 

• Usually the specific promises we find in the Bible are there to point to us the nature of God 

which we can rely on. 

• Take the specific promise and find general promises that will back you up in order to 

rightly apply it into your life. 

• Rather look for more general promises and apply them to yourself 

o In fighting against loneliness and self-pity we recall promises like, “I will never 

leave you nor forsake you” (Heb 13:5) 

o In our passion for sexual purity, we fight lust by remembering the promise, “Blessed 

are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matt 5:8; cf. 5:29–30). 

o To overcome seeds of bitterness, we remember Jesus’s warning, “If you do not 

forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” 

(Matt 6:15) 

o When faced with a threat of death - John 10:10 – “The thief comes only to steal, 

slaughter, and destroy. I’ve come that they may have life, and have it abundantly.” 

o Feeling guilty of a sin - 1 John 1:9 – “If we make it our habit to confess our sins, in 

his faithful righteousness he forgives us for those sins and cleanses us from all 

unrighteousness.” 

• General guidelines when it comes to God’s promises 

o Study the context. What do the surrounding verses say? Who is being spoken to? 

o Is the promise conditional? Look for the word “if” in the context. 

o God gives us promises to help us submit to His will, not to make Himself bend to 

our will. 

o Do not presume to know when the promise will be fulfilled. 

 

3.4 Trusting in your own plan to fulfill God’s promise.  

• Yes God has spoken to you but how does He want to fulfill the promise. So many times we 

mess up what God wants to do by getting our carnal nature involved. 
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• The promises of God get fulfilled in His own way and in His own time. Scriptures give us 

examples of people who had the promises of God but almost messed up following their 

natural inclinations. 

• Genesis 16  - the story of Abram, Sarah and Hagar 

• Matthew 26 – the story of Peter cutting of the war of the soldier who had come to arrest 

Jesus. 

• 1 Samuel 7 – Soul was desperately in need of God’s help to defeat the philistines. He ended 

up sacrificing, an act that was only preserved for the priests and the prophets. 

 

The difference between faith and presumption 

 FAITH PRESUMPTION 

1 We have a word from God as a foundation 

to stand on 

We have no word from God to stand on 

2 We have firm trust in God and God’s word 

to us 

We have misplaced and misguided trust 

3 We have appropriate action We have action that is not according to 

God’s will 

 

 

Let me conclude this teaching with a popular scripture which drives this home:  

 

1 John 5:14-15 

“And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his 

will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests that we have asked of him.” 

• John speaks of a firm faith or confidence whose focus is on God. Our faith produces results 

if we ask according to God’s will – that is when we receive what we ask of Him. 

• Search what is the will of God for you and have faith for His will to be accomplished in 

your life. 

 

 


