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Let’s go straight to our anchor scripture on our journey to explore faith at work – this is part of 

our series on Unwavering Faith 

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 2 

For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were 

framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which 

are visible.4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which 

he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it he being 

dead still speaks. 

 

One sure sign for a person of unwavering faith is what they do with what is in their hands – 

whether it is money, time or any other type of resource. What you do with what God has given 

you speaks of your faith. 

This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter A GENEROUS FAITH. I believe that 

this is one of those teachings that will break the hold of poverty and lack in the life of a 

believer. 

If you can handle your finances well, you can handle anything in life. 

 

Where we have read in verse 4, the Bible tells us that two brothers went about giving unto the 

Lord – one gift was accepted and the other was not. One was rejected, not because of its size, 

quality or any physical attributes, but because something was missing. It had to do with one’s 

faith or for a better understanding, it had to do with the attitude which accompanied the giving. 

When your giving comes from a place of faith, your gift will be acceptable before God. Faith 

causes you to give in a special and unique way. 

Giving is contrary to the worldly system which encourages one to save for a rainy day – they 

call it saving for a rainy day but in reality it is hoarding for the fear of not having enough for 

tomorrow.  

On our journey to explore a generous faith, I want to take you about giving as far as it relates to 

the Old Testament and how it relates to the New Testament believer. When it comes to giving, 

one cannot talk about it and not mention the word tithing. This has been an area greatly 

misunderstood and also abused in the church.  

 

1. Giving/Tithing 
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What are some of the common reasons that people give for not giving/tithing? 

1.1 . “I can’t afford it!” 

• The contrary is true, they can’t afford not to. Tithing releases the windows of heaven and 

rebukes the devourer (Mal. 3:8-12).  

 

1.2 “God doesn’t need my money.” 

• While God does not personally need anything from us, it does take money to fulfil His great 

commission – it’s our responsibility. 

• Our giving is a reflection of our heart. Where our treasure is, there our heart is as well (Mt. 

6:21). 

 

1.3 . “I always forget!” 

• It’s a reflection of a lack of discipline in giving  

• You are disciplined in paying your bills – Tithing must be ontop of your payment list 

Proverbs 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part of everything you 

produce. 10 Then He will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will overflow with good 

wine. 

 

1.4 “I don’t see the benefit.” 

• It comes from a wrong view of giving – it is not like playing lotto. You give money but 

God always gives you much more than money (healing of our body, protection from 

accidents etc.) 

• Faithfulness with money positions us to receive true spiritual riches (Luke 16:10-12). The 

benefits are not always seen immediately.  

• Sometimes tithing tests our hearts and helps us deal with covetousness. Someone once said 

that tithing is God’s cure for covetousness. 

 

1.5 “It is Old Testament not New Testament.” 

• The truth is New Testament giving is much stricter than Old Testament giving. 

• Some people say that they let the Spirit lead them in their giving. The truth is most people 

who say this do not give very much. If they genuinely prayed about their giving patterns, 

the Holy Spirit would challenge them to come up higher. 
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2. Types of Giving in the Old Testament 

2.1 The Lord’s Tithe 

• The principal area of tithing in Israel’s economy was referred to as the “Lord’s tithe”  

• This tithe consisted of ten percent of all their increase before anything else was taken out. It 

was used primarily for the support of the Levites or ministers of the congregation  

Leviticus 27:30 And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land or of the fruit of the 

tree, is the LORD’s. It is holy to the LORD.  

 

Numbers 18:21 Behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tithes in Israel as an 

inheritance in return for the work which they perform, the work of the tabernacle of meeting.  

2.2 The Second Tithe (Deut. 14:22-26). 

• They had an additional tithe that was to be set aside to be used for religious observances 

 

2.3 The Third Year Tithe (Deut. 14:28-29). 

• In addition to this, every third year they were to give an additional tithe for the poor and 

needy. This was done once every 3 years. 

2.4 The Sin and Trespass Offering (Leviticus 4-7) 

2.5 The Peace Offering (Leviticus 7:11-21) 

2.6 The Whole Burnt Offering (Leviticus 6) 

2.7 The Meal Offering (Leviticus 6) 

2.8 The first born of the flocks and herds (Num. 18:17) 

2.9 The first ripe crops (Ex. 34:26; Lev. 23:10; Num. 18:12-13) 

 

3. Jesus’ relationship to the law 

3.1 Jesus came as the reality to which the law pointed. 

• The Law of Moses represented the shadow or the type that pointed to Jesus Who brought in 

the reality (Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 10:1). 

3.2 Jesus internalized the law (Mt. 5:20). 

• The Law of Moses dealt with the fruit of sin or the external acts. Jesus dealt with the root or 

the inner attitude that motivated the external act. 

Matthew 5:20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and 

the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. –NIV 
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• How do we exceed the level of righteousness or “law-keeping” that they set? It has to do 

with the heart. 

Matthew 23:23 "What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees. 

Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens, but 

you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You should tithe, 

yes, but do not neglect the more important things. 

 

3.3 Jesus restored us to the highest law—the law of love (Is. 42:21; Mt. 5:18-30; Mt. 22:36 

40; Acts 20:35). 

• When you fulfill the law of love as given by Jesus you automatically fulfill the divine 

principles behind the Old Testament laws. 

Romans 8:1-4 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who 

do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. For the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. For what the law could not do in 

that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful 

flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the 

law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 

4. New Testament Giving 

• New Testament giving functions in the higher law - the higher law always supersedes and 

contains the lower law. 

• How does a generous faith look like?  

4.1 Faith giving causes you to give beyond your natural ability (II Cor. 8:3). 

• No faith is required to give what you know you can give  

II Corinthians 8:3-4, NIV For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even 

beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 

sharing in this service to the saints.  

4.2 Faith giving views giving as a privilege not as an obligation (II Cor. 8:4). 

 

4.3 Faith giving requires a giving of ourselves to the Lord first. 

II Cor. 8:5 (NIV) And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord 

and then to us in keeping with God’s will. –NIV 

• If Christ is the Lord of our lives, He is the Lord of our finances as well. 
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4.4 Faith giving pushes you to excel in this grace  

II Cor. 8:6-7 (NIV) So we urged Titus, since he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to 

completion this act of grace on your part. But just as you excel in everything--in faith, in 

speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us --see that you also excel 

in this grace of giving.  

• To excel is to go beyond the expected measure. It means to outdo or surpass the normal 

limits. 

 

4.5 Faith giving puts others first before self  

II Cor. 8:8-9 (NIV) I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 

comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty 

might become rich.  

 

4.6 Faith giving is consistent and involves making commitments 

II Cor. 8:10-11 (NIV) And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year 

you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. Now finish the work, so 

that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your 

means. 

 

4.7 Faith giving is seen in the sacrifice involved not on the actual size of the gift. 

II Cor. 8:12 (NIV) For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one 

has, not according to what he does not have.  

 

4.8 Faith giving believes in the supply of God for our own needs 

II Cor. 8:13-15 (NIV).Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard 

pressed, but that there might be equality. At the present time your plenty will supply what they 

need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, as it is 

written: “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not 

have too little.” 

 

 


