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If someone comes to you and ask you what it means to fear God, what would be your answer? 

It is an area that makes people extremely uncomfortable and yet it is so fundamental to ones 

walk with the Lord. 

More and more, in some respect the church has moved away from the concept of the fear of 

God – it is the absence of the fear of God that explains the absence of the power of God in our 

churches and in our lives. People view the fear of God in a negative way, leading to some 

running away from the concept or living in a state of discomfort. 

I have come to realise that in the absence of faith, no one can walk in the fear God. This 

morning, I want to talk to you on the subject matter FAITH THAT PRODUCES HOLY 

FEAR.  

There is ungodly fear, which is the type of fear that causes you to malfunction, that causes you 

to live in terror of God and there is godly fear, which is a type of fear that brings freedom in 

your life. Godly fear leads to freedom and joy in God whilst ungodly fear leads to bondage  

Hebrews 11:7  

7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his 

family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 

keeping with faith. 

• You will find the story of Noah in Genesis 6 – the background of the story is that Noah found 

himself among a generation of people who cared nothing about God. 

Genesis 6:11 Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12 God saw 

how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 13 So 

God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence 

because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 

• The bible described the situation as dire, people were living like animals,  

o people took no cognisance of God in all their doing,  

o people saw murder as a normal way of dealing with conflict,  

o people saw abortion as a special type of contraception,  

o people saw same sex relationships as a way of spicing up their love lives,  

o People saw anything and anyone as a potential god to them 

o In other words, sin was redefined. 

o  

• It is almost like a deja vu if you consider our current situation – because of that the bible says God 

repented why He had created man. 
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• God responded in a very direct and telling way – He decided to start afresh by wiping out the entire 

population except for the righteous ones.  

• God meted out judgement upon this wicked generation – in the same way that God judged this 

wicked generation, the same fate awaits any wicked generation. 

• Whenever God is about to do something, He looks for a vessel that is available for use.  

• In the days of Noah, God found Noah as that vessel – I am not sure who is that vessel that God has 

been probing to do what He intends to do on earth. 

• Many people are too busy to be inconvenienced by God – people are too busy with their careers, 

people are too busy with their businesses, people are too busy with their children. 

• When God came to Noah, He found a man that was available – He found a man that was full of 

faith.  

• Where we read in Hebrews 11:7 – let’s look at that verse again 

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark 

to save his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 

that is in keeping with faith. 

• It is quite evident from the scripture that something prompted Noah to behave in a specific way – 

the behaviour of Noah was influenced by something and that something is called faith. 

• God came to Noah and told him what he was about to do – what God said to Noah triggered a 

reaction. 

• Everything that Noah did in reference to the threat of danger was done as a response to what God 

said.  

Genesis 6:13-14, 22…I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth. 14 So make 

yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with pitch inside and out…. 22 

Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

• Noah moved on to build the ark even though the thing that God had promised to do had never been 

seen under the earth. 

• Noah moved in to action simply because God had informed him of it, and he placed unwavering 

reliance on the truth of the divine declaration. 

• See the term that is used to describe how he went about his task: 

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark 

to save his family. 

• When we receive the word of God, it must prompt us to respond in a certain way. 

• Noah’s faith enabled him to grasp the nature of God –  

o he had a revelation of a faithful God 
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o He understood God as a promise keeper 

o He knew God as a consuming fire 

o He saw God as a God of justice and impartial in nature. 

o He had a revelation of the holiness of God – a God who cannot stand iniquity 

• Noah’s appreciation of the nature of God caused him to revere and respect God in a deep and 

meaningful way. 

• Holy fear develops when your faith can appreciate the attributes that make God to be God, resulting 

in you holding Him in the highest regard.  

• As a result of Noah knowing God, he was fully convinced that what God had said will definitely 

come to pass. 

• The church needs the Noah type of faith – the faith that allows us to see God as He is.  

• God is all loving and kind but God gets angry as well sometimes. God gets disappointed as well. 

• When you see God aright, it will change your response to His word. 

• You will walk in fear concerning the people who do not know Jesus – God speaks of a real hell that 

awaits those who are not born again. 

• When God says He hates divorce, He means it. When God says unless you forgive others their sins, 

yours will not be forgiven, He means it. 

• It’s not only in the negative that we need to walk in Holy fear – it is even in the positive things. 

When God tells you that He will come through for you, He means it. 

The strength of Noah’s faith in God was seen by circumstances under which he had to build 

the ark. 

1. Noah’s faith out lives time – it does not easily get distracted or discouraged  

• It was at least 75 years before the flood came down.  

• This is a measure of faith that creates godly fear – you are convinced that the one who promised will 

come through. 

 

2. Noah’s faith holds on in the absence of outward “evidence”  

• There was no natural indication of a flood to motivate his actions 

• The only evidence he had was the word of God – that was his only reference for negative talkers 

• There are no visible signs of the coming of the Saviour to judge the world. Yet the true believer 

feels and acts as if it were so - resting on the sure word of God. 

 

3. Noah’s faith does not depend on historical evidence as a source of motivation 

• History was against him – nothing of that sort had happened before. Yes there had been floods but 

not of this type. 
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• Though no one has had done this before, you are going to be the first. Let your faith put you in to 

history books. 

• The course of things was much against the truth of what Noah believed. No such event had ever 

occurred.  

 

4. Noah’s faith stands strong in the face of fierce opposition 

• Noah’s message was received with great ridicule and mockery.  

• In the eyes of the wise it was nonsensical, it was foolish to even imagine of such an event occurring. 

• It is true today concerning the preaching of the gospel – people laugh and mock believers. 

• People look down upon the gospel – people don’t believe that there is life after death. 

• In the same way that Noah stood his ground, you and I need to stand our ground and proclaim the 

word with a deeper conviction. 

• Noah could not explain the phenomenon that well but he continued to tell people that it was going 

to happen. You might not be able to explain how heaven works but that should not stop you from 

speaking the truth. 

 

5. Noah’s faith was the resource he needed to build the ark – the instrument of salvation 

• Building the ark was like today’s mega projects – it was massive and striking to the eye (137 

meters) long, (22.8 meters) wide, and (13.7 meters) high 

• The ark was going to be a vessel that would outride the storm 

• The ark was a picture of the savior the Lord Jesus – the ark had one door and Jesus is the door 

through which you and I can enter into the kingdom of God. 

• The structure was intense in size and Noah needed to follow God’s directions and instructions I 

order to ensure that it was of the expected quality. 

• We cannot present Jesus by ourselves – we need to help of the Holy Spirit in order to rightly present 

the Saviour Jesus.  

 

 


