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Show me by raising your hand if you are a parent. It looks like a very good number of us here are 

parents. How is your emotional state when your children obey you – I am sure you cannot help it but 

feel very blessed, you often talk about your children quite a lot. 

Obedience does something to a parent, you tend to sacrifice more for your children – you go out of your 

way to bless them. 

The opposite is true for parents who have less obedient children – you are mostly under stress because 

you have to be dealing with a lot of issues. 

Obedience is not a very easy attribute to have – generally, after the fall of man, every man was prone to 

rebellion. 

We view laws and regulations as a restriction to our choices and self-emancipation. There is a natural 

inclination in man to go against the rules – if it is written do not cross the line, we want to cross the line 

in order to see what will happen. 

 

This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter FAITH THAT PRODUCES OBEDIENCE. 

Without faith in God, one cannot walk in obedience. It means without confidence in God, you cannot 

listen to Him. I want to pose this question to you right from the onset – is your faith strong enough to 

prompt you to obey God. 

 

i. What does to obey mean: 

 To submit to the authority of someone or comply with a law 

 To carry out a command or instruction 

 To behave in accordance with a general principle, natural law, etc. 

 In biblical terms, to obey is to hear God's Word and act accordingly 

 

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would 

receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. 

 

 It was through faith or trust in God that Abram acted according to God’s word. 

 Let’s catch up with the story in Genesis 12 

 

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from 

your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you 

And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will 

curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 4 So Abram 

departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he departed from Haran.  
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 Whenever you are prompted to obey, it will always challenge the status quo. 

 In the face of obedience, life cannot be as business as usual.  

 Obedience will always challenge your comfort zone in order to open up new dimensions of walking 

with God. 

 Your blessing is attached to your level of obedience and your obedience will always challenge your 

comfort zone. 

 For your next level, you will need to confront your current comfort zones – nothing significant 

comes out of your comfort zone. 

 You do not need faith to operate within your comfort zone. 

 Whenever God is about to do something new in your life, He will prompt you into an action of 

obedience. 

 Obedience tests the inclination of our hearts – when we can easily obey, God can easily use us for 

His glory. 

 When God was about to promote Abram, He gave him a command to obey. 

 

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: "Get out of your country, From your family And from 

your father's house, To a land that I will show you. 

 

 Anyone who is on a journey to be used by God will face an aspect of obedience that Abram faced – 

Abram experience a test of obedience. 

 

i. Your natural identity must give way for your spiritual identity. 

 Abram was told to leave his country and family – his identity was intertwined with his origin. 

 Many people are proud to be associated with their country of birth (except for a few). 

 Your identity can either work for or against what God wants to do in you and through you. 

 God wants to establish a new you, with a new capacity to contain what He wants to do. 

 Your old self cannot contain the future – transformation is necessary for where God is taking you 

 When you think of who you are, your identity as a child of God must trump any other attachment, 

your love for the things of God must trump your love for anything else. 

2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; 

behold, all things have become new. 

 This is a show stopper for many people – people are so attached to their tribe and groupings to the 

detriment of their relationship with Jesus. 

 Abram had to pass the test of allegiance first before he could step into his inheritance.  
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ii. Cut ties with your old ways of life 

 Leaving his country and family meant that he had to server ties with old ways of living. Abram was 

part of a community that was rife with idolatry. 

 You cannot embrace the move of God whilst holding onto old ways. 

Matthew 9:17"Nor do people put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the 

wine pours out and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are 

preserved." 

 Your old ways could either be sinful ways of the past or it could simply be wrong ways of thinking. 

 The world, and all its enjoyments, must be looked upon with a holy indifference and contempt they 

deserve.  

 You cannot move into a new dimension of life with old ways of thinking – this was the problem 

with the children of Israel. They physically left Egypt but they kept carrying Egypt inside of them. 

 It takes obedience to get rid of certain ways of life - By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to 

go out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance 

 

iii. Stop trying to control the uncontrollable  

 When God gave the command to Abram to leave, He did not tell him the destination – He simply 

said, pack up and go to a land that I will show you. 

 As long as you want to understand the entire picture of your life events, you are not yet ready to 

obey God. 

 A lot of people want to be in control and whenever they cannot control the outcome of events, they 

are very uncomfortable.  

 It will take some faith to trust that what God is asking you to do, is going to work out well. 

 By stepping out of his familiar environment towards the unknown, Abram showed how much he 

trusted God. 

 Abram was asked to leave behind an economic system that worked for him and was about to be 

shifted into the unknown. 

 He lost control of his source of provision – God became his source.  

 When God is your source you cannot be a slave to any other but a slave to righteousness – in other 

words there is no room for being captured by the dictates of this world. 

 God operates in the zone of the unknown – I don’t know how it is going to work but I know that it is 

going to work 
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THE REWARD FOR OBEDIENCE 

When you do a study of the scriptures, you will discover that every act of obedience is greatly rewarded. 

What was the reward of Abram for walking in obedience? 

Genesis 12: 2 I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall 

be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed." 

 

i. Promotion awaits the obedient  

 From just being part of a small family, God promised to make him the head of a great nation.  

 By being a father of a great nation, the issue of barren was going to be dealt with – your obedience 

will trigger breakthrough in other areas of your life.  

 

ii. An obedient person receives divine capacity to prosper 

 When God said to Abram, I will bless you – He meant that I will give you capacity to do well in 

whatever you find yourself doing. 

 You cannot keep done an obedient person because you cannot keep down a blessed person. 

 Where others struggle, you will prosper because of God’s blessing over your life. 

 

iii. Obedience gives you access to a great name 

 God promised to make his name great – God was restoring his lost identity. 

 When we walk with Christ, we carry the great name of Jesus – that name has power to change 

situations. 

 There is power in a name – that is why in the political field, they often name drop in order to get 

favours from certain quarters. 

 How much more if we name drop the name of Jesus – can you imagine the impact of name dropping 

when faced with demonic entities.  

 

iv. Obedience gives you access to covenant benefits 

 God promised to make a league with Abram - I will bless those that bless you and curse him that 

curses thee.  

 Abram’s friends became God’s friends and his enemy’s became God’s enemy’s. What this means is 

that an obedient child of God is a dangerous person – don’t mess with him. 

 


