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Today we are continuing on the subject matter A HEART FOR THE SECRET PLACE. 

The heart with which you enter into your prayer closet is very important for your life of prayer. 

The beauty about the secret place is that it is exactly that – it is secret and it allows you to show 

your true colours in the presence of the Lord. 

Last week we looked at two aspects of a heart for the secret place: 

 

1. Expect to receive answers to your prayers 

2. Desire the will of God to be done  

1 John 5:14-15 Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know 

that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. 

 When you know that you are praying the will of God, what happens if the answer does not 

immediately come – you keep on praying! 

3. Persistence in prayer 

 One of the weapons of the devil is to try and wear you out by creating frustrations around 

you. The devil specialises in discouraging people – he works on your courage until he robs 

you of it. 

 What every believer needs to do is to stand their ground in prayer – it is to pray until 

something happens. 

 Persistence in prayer is a great attitude to have if you are to see results in your life. 

 Patience in prayer positions you to receive and to possess the promises of God  

Hebrews 10: 36 You need to persevere, so that after you have done God’s will, you will receive 

what He has promised. 

 Our problem is that we are living in a generation that wants answers now and if the answer 

does not come now, we lose heart. Sometimes we forget that a full-term baby takes 9 

month, a bachelor’s degree takes 3 to 4 yrs. etc. 

 The account of Daniel teaches us the need to wait long enough in prayer. Daniel was given 

a graphic vision by direct revelation from God. Deeply troubled, Daniel prayed earnestly to 

understand the vision. Three weeks passed. One day Daniel accompanied some men who 

were inspecting the banks of the Tigris River and it was at the river bank that he had an 

encounter with an angel that brought him the answer 

Daniel 10:12-14 Then he said to me, "Do not fear, Daniel, for from the first day that you set 

your heart to understand, and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard; 
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and I have come because of your words. 13 "But the prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood 

me twenty-one days; and behold, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I had 

been left alone there with the kings of Persia. 14 "Now I have come to make you understand 

what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision refers to many days yet to 

come." 

 This is one of the clearest OT examples that demonic armies oppose God’s purposes and 

that earthly struggles often reflect what is happening in the heavenlies. 

 In other words when you pray, you are engaged in spiritual battles and your prayers release 

angelic activities. 

 Michael is called in the New Testament, "the archangel," Jude 1:9 and appears as an angel 

of the highest order, and having a special charge over the Jewish people. 

 Jesus taught people the need to be persistent 

Luke 18:1-8 

Now He was telling them a parable to show that at all times they ought to pray and not to lose 

heart, saying, "In a certain city there was a judge who did not fear God and did not respect 

man. "There was a widow in that city, and she kept coming to him, saying, 'Give me legal 

protection from my opponent.' 

"For a while he was unwilling; but afterward he said to himself, 'Even though I do not fear God 

nor respect man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will give her legal protection, otherwise 

by continually coming she will wear me out.'" And the Lord said, "Hear what the unrighteous 

judge said; now, will not God bring about justice for His elect who cry to Him day and night, 

and will He delay long over them? "I tell you that He will bring about justice for them quickly. 

However, when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?" 

  Does God just want to pestered by us, bothered by us – why is it that we have to ask for a 

long time before we get answers to our prayers 

  Persistence deepens our relationship with God and compels the heart to examine what it 

really wants most 

 Persistence demands patience, waiting. This is the ground of spiritual growth, spiritual 

vitality, and health! Because our natural inclination is to use God and not to love God, only 

frustrations in prayer can purge and purify our desires. 

 God uses persistence in prayer as a tool to refine you  

o Persistence in prayer to moulds you,  

o Persistence in prayer transforms our desires 
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o Persistence in prayer changes how we pray and even what we are praying for  

o Persistence in prayer gradually draws us closer to the heart of God’s will. 

 Persistence in prayer also talks about the number of times we should pray. 

 The Bible teaches us to pray without ceasing  

1Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; 

for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

 

P.T. Forsyth wrote, “Prayer is never rejected so long as we do not cease to pray. The chief 

failure of prayer is its cessation.”  

4. Fervency in prayer 

James 5:16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be 

healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.  

 When we talk about fervency, what are we talking about – first what does fervent means: 

hot; burning; glowing; having or showing great warmth of feeling; intensely devoted or 

earnest, ardent 

 The phrase “effective, fervent” in verse 16 is translated from a Greek word that indicates 

there is some work, some effort, associated with this endeavour. The Greek word is 

energeo, and the English word energy is derived from it. Therefore, fervency isn’t 

something that normally comes easily. There must be an active component of real zeal or 

commitment―mental focus. 

 Now apply that to prayer – a fervent prayer is one that is intense, highly focused on God 

and filled with passion and enthusiasm. 

 God wants our prayers to be fervent, to be heartfelt and filled with earnest zeal. 

 When we pray, we are communicating with God but it also involves your emotions as well 

 Fervency is an emotion that carries us and tells God how much you are trusting Him for a 

breakthrough. In actual fact, a fervent prayer is triggered by your level of faith in God as 

well as your level of desperation – it is a prayer of faith. 

 When God is your last option, you will pray with fervency  

 When Hannah was desperately in need of a child, she prayed with fervency – the priest Eli 

mistook her for drunkenness 

1Samuel 1:12-15 And it happened, as she continued praying before the LORD, that Eli watched 

her mouth. 13 Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not 

heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 14 So Eli said to her, "How long will you be 
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drunk? Put your wine away from you!" 15 And Hannah answered and said, "No, my lord, I am 

a woman of sorrowful spirit. I have drunk neither wine nor intoxicating drink, but have poured 

out my soul before the LORD. 16 "Do not consider your maidservant a wicked woman, for out 

of the abundance of my complaint and grief I have spoken until now." 17 Then Eli answered 

and said, "Go in peace, and the God of Israel grant your petition which you have asked of 

Him." 

 Fervency in prayer does not equate to a lot of noise but it does involve your senses and 

emotions. 

 Hannah was praying with fervency but no words were heard. 

 The Bible talks about the effectual fervent prayers of the saints 

 Jesus prayed with fervency  

Hebrews 5:6-7 As He also says in another place: "You are a priest forever According to the 

order of Melchizedek"; 7 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and 

supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, and 

was heard because of His godly fear, 

 “Through prayer, God has given us the privilege of being used by Him to help change the lives 

of men and nations. God has made available to us a vast reservoir of power, wisdom, and 

grace beyond words to define, if only we are willing to believe Him and claim His promises.” – 

Bill Bright (Founder of Campus Crusade) 

 

5. Prayers accompanied with humility 

 We are often clueless with regards to what we should actually pray for and this should bring 

us to a place of humility. 

 In other words what we think is the correct request could actually be far from what we 

really need. 

 This is why we need to come humbly before God – we need God to have mercy on us and 

guide us in our prayers. 

 James and John came to Jesus one day seeking for high positions in the new administration 

(Kingdom). Jesus said to them, You don’t know what you are asking (Mk 10:38). And the 

truth is, we don’t. 

James 4:1-3 New Living Translation (NLT) 

What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that battle 

within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you 
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want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, 

you do not receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on 

your pleasures. 

 Asking with wrong motives means you do it with a view to self-indulge and for carnal 

gratification. It is prayers that are done with the intention of being better than your 

neighbour, showing that you are more anointed than the other ministers.  

 There is nothing as sad as someone thinking that they know something and yet they are 

clueless. When you know that you don’t know what you really need, you will approach 

prayer with a new level of humility. 

 Humility attracts God whereas pride repels God – in actual fact, God resists any prayer that 

is done from a place of pride. 

James 4:6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: "God resists the proud, But gives 

grace to the humble."  

 One major source of pride is coming to God in prayer, thinking that you deserve to be heard 

due to your good works. 

 We almost come to God with an entitlement mentality – whatever we receive from God it is 

because of His mercy and grace. 

 How do prayers of humility look like: 

o Prayers done for the audience of one - God 

o Prayers that have nothing to do with length and eloquence 

o Prayers that depend on the mercy of God and not one’s good deeds 

   

 

 


