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One of the things that any parent looks forward to is the growth phases of his or her children, 

especially if it is a first-time parent. First time parents will take note of when the child was able 

to roll by himself, they will throw a party when the first words came out – of which the word is 

usually papa. 

The excitement does not end there, it continues even when the kids are older. Parents are 

overjoyed when their kids pass their metric, get their first car or get married. Why are parents 

so intrigued with growth in the life of their children? 

It is because growth and progress is a natural expectation – anything that is healthy is expected 

to grow. 

I want you to keep these thoughts right through the service today – the question I want to ask 

you this morning is “Have you been growing in your prayer life?”. Again, you are the only one 

who can truthfully answer this question because prayer is meant to be a private matter – it is a 

matter between you and God.  

The desire of God is for you and I to grow in our prayer lives – when I am talking about 

growth, I am referring to both qualitative and quantitative growth.  

This morning I want to talk to you on the subject matter MATURITY IN THE SECRET 

PLACE. You ought to mature in your prayer life.  

The bible says milk is for novices in their walk with God and meat and bones is for the mature, 

the same applies to your prayer life. 

We are going to unpack potential areas of growth in your prayer life.  

Some people have an unbalanced prayer life – they only pray one type of prayer; for some of 

you when you think of prayer, you think of praying for yourself. 

 

The first way to grow in your prayer life and to enjoy results is to learn how to correctly pray 

using the name of Jesus. 

 

1. Pray using the name of Jesus 

 This sounds like simple until you talk to someone who does not have a revelation of the 

impact of using the name of Jesus in prayer or someone who has been using the name of 

Jesus but is not getting the desired results. 

 Praying in the name of Jesus is not a magical incarnation – there is a revelation that every 

believe need to grasp around this  

 Praying using the name of Jesus is the most powerful tool at the disposal of a believer.  
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John 14:12 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do 

also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. 

13 "And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 

Son. 14 “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it. 

 What did Jesus mean when He said in my name? This is equivalent to saying on my 

account, or for my sake. 

 It means that Jesus gave us the permission to use His name when we are making an appeal 

to God. 

 The word "in" is an expression of position and it carries with it a doctrinal truth called our 

"ascension privilege" 

 In other words, the name Jesus puts us in a privileged position when we come before God 

the Father. There is a sense here that says when you rightly use the name of Jesus, it is as if 

Jesus Himself is talking to the Father. 

 When you say God, I am asking this in the name of Jesus, all of a sudden Jesus stands in 

front of the Father. 

  Why is there so much authority in the name of Jesus  

a) Jesus is God who became human and in His Human state, He was the beloved of God 

Matthew 3:17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, "This is My beloved Son, in 

whom I am well pleased."  

 

Luke 9:35 And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, "This is My beloved Son. Hear Him!" 

a) Jesus passed the test of humility by taking the place of humanity 

Philippians 2:5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the 

form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but made Himself of no 

reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8 And being 

found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, 

even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the 

name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those 

in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 Jesus emptied Himself of divinity, lived like a man in order to take the place of a man and 

then died the death of a sinner. 
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 Jesus took your place on the cross and that earned Him the right to take your place when 

you make your petitions 

 There is no greater humility than that of a sinless God taking on the place of a sinful man. 

 In John 17, Jesus said the following:  

John 17:4 "I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have given Me 

to do. 5 "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with 

You before the world was. 

 He glorified his Father by the doctrine which he preached; he glorified his Father by the 

miracles which he wrought; he glorified his Father by the unspotted purity and innocence of 

his life, and by his unmatched sufferings at his death.  

 God gloried His son by giving Him a name that is above all names – through the name of 

Jesus, we have access to the highest level of authority when in prayer. 

 A prayer that is made in the name of Jesus has no limits – it cuts across time 

Philippians 2:9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is 

above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and 

of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 By using the name of Jesus, we have authority to deal with spiritual forces, we have 

authority to command things to happen here in the physical realm.  

 No other name can be compared with his.  

o It stands alone.  

o He only is Redeemer and Savior.  

o He only is Christ, the Anointed of God.  

o He only is the Son of God. His rank, his titles, his dignity, are above all others 

Ephesians 1:20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him 

at His right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come 

 If the name of Jesus has power to save the human soul, the name of Jesus can bring about 

any miracle.  

Acts 4:10 "let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man 

stands here before you whole.11 "This is the 'stone which was rejected by you builders, which 
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has become the chief cornerstone.' 12 "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 

 

 Though there is so much power in the name of Jesus, yet many people are not getting 

results when they pray in the name of Jesus. 

 How do you get results when using the name of Jesus? 

Acts 19:14 Also there were seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, who did so. 15 And the 

evil spirit answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?"16 Then the 

man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, overpowered them, and prevailed against 

them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded. 

 Yours might not be as dramatic as this but in the spirit, nothing has been transpiring 

whenever you use the name of Jesus. 

 This encounter teaches us a few things about the spiritual world: 

o Our physical world is influenced by the spiritual world 

o Demons recognize valid authority, and they fear God 

o Ritual invocation of the name of Jesus does not automatically produce results 

 There is no power in incantations, even if they include the name of Christ 

 What was the difference between Paul and the sons’ of Sceva? 

 The differentiator was that Paul was in relationship with Jesus, whilst the sons’ of Sceva 

were impostors who had no relationship with Jesus. 

 Your relationship with Jesus will determine your level of access to the authority that resides 

in the name of Jesus. – You have confidence that Jesus backs your prayer because your life 

has been honoring Him. 

 

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he 

who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him." 

 

John 15:14-15 "You are My friends if you do whatever I command you. 15 "No longer do I call 

you servants, for a servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 

friends, for all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you. 

 

 When you love the son, the Father will love you in return – when you pray in the name of 

the son whom you love, the Father will see the son in you. 
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 When you obey the Son, when you listen to the Son, the Son becomes a permanent entity in 

your life. 

 In other words, praying using the name of Jesus whose company you don’t enjoy is 

equivalent to being in an abusive and dysfunctional relationship.  

 Your relationship with Jesus must be permanent and growing in quality 

John 15:7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it 

shall be done for you. 8 "By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be 

My disciples. 

 Jesus is not ashamed to call us His brothers – this speaks of the relationship that exists 

between us and Jesus.  

Hebrews 2:11 For both the One who sanctifies and those who are sanctified are of the same 

family. That is why Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers. 


