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Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers 

Luke 17: 11 One day, Jesus was traveling along the border between Samaria and Galilee on 

the way to Jerusalem. 12 As he was going into a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a 

distance 13 and shouted, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When Jesus saw them, he told 

them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” While they were going, they were made clean. 

15 But one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, came back and praised God with a 

loud voice. 16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. Now that man was a 

Samaritan. 17 Jesus asked, “Ten men were made clean, weren’t they? Where are the other 

nine? 18 Except for this foreigner, were any of them found to return and give praise to God?” 

19 Then he told the man, “Get up, and go home! Your faith has made you well.” 

 

Today, I am so excited about life, I am grateful that I woke up and I could come to church. 

 

Let me go straight to the title of my message - I want to talk to you on a message entitled 

Gratitude - an uncommon virtue. 

 

There are three things that stand out from this title. 

1. We are talking about gratitude 

 I have learnt that speaking about something brings awareness and awareness brings about 

empowerment. 

 You will be surprised how many people are not used to saying thank you. 

 

2. Gratitude is a virtue 

 A virtue is a trait or quality that is deemed to be morally good and thus is valued as a 

foundation of principle and good moral being. 

 It is the quality of being thankful; readiness to show appreciation for and to return kindness. 

 It is more than saying thank you - gratitude is more than delighting in a gift. It is more than 

feeling happy that you got something you wanted. 

 Gratitude is an expressed happy feeling you have about a giver because of his/her good 

deed towards you. 

 

3. Gratitude is an uncommon  

 It does not come naturally to be grateful – human beings are inherently ungrateful and 

wicked at heart. That is why we needed a savior to save the day. 
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We read a very exciting encounter of 10 lepers who sought for healing. These guys had 

experienced the worst life can throw at you. They had been rejected by society because of their 

condition – not just the community but most likely their families as well. 

The rejection they had experienced cut deeper than people could see on the outside. 

If they had a deepest wish, it was to receive healing from the leprous they had contracted.  

I am sure they were prepared to pay top dollar for the cure – they heard about Jesus and from 

what they had heard about Him, He appeared to be their only solution.  

 

Luke 17: 12 As he was going into a village, ten lepers met him. They stood at a distance 13 and 

shouted, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 When Jesus saw them, he told them, “Go and 

show yourselves to the priests.” While they were going, they were made clean. 

 

1. A recipient of any good deed ought to be grateful. 

Luke17: 15 But one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, came back and praised God 

with a loud voice. 16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  

 people are too casual and don't pay attention 

 people have an entitlement mentality 

 Thank you is a small phrase that has the most profound impact on human relationships 

 

2. Gratitude is an expectation 

Luke 17: 17 Jesus asked, “Ten men were made clean, weren’t they? Where are the other nine? 

 Jesus wondered why it was only one leper who came back whilst it was 10 who had been 

healed. 

 People might not vocalize it but there is a silent expectation to be appreciated after a good 

deed. 

 People will vote with their behavior after this expectation is not met – they will stop doing 

the activity, they will reduce their commitment 

 Very few people are grateful. Looking into the account we read, there was a 10% hit rate. 

We can safely say only 10% of people are truly grateful. 
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3. Gratitude is a matter of the heart 

Luke 17:15… Now that man was a Samaritan.  

 The virtue of gratitude has been called a state of mind and a way of life. Gratitude shapes 

our entire outlook on life. It is the channel through which we become aware of the sacred, 

and the many blessings of our lives. 

 This former leper who came back did not possess an entitlement mentality – the bible says 

he was a Samaritan. Let me tell you something about the Samaritans during these days. 

 Grateful people are humble – saying thank you is an acknowledgement that you had a need 

which you could not meet and someone else had the capacity to meet that need. 

 Grateful people acknowledge their interdependences with others 

 Grateful people are emotionally mature, they are secure in giving credit where credit is due 

 

4. Gratitude opens up room for true worship. 

Luke17: 15 But one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, came back and praised God 

with a loud voice. 16 He fell on his face at Jesus’ feet and thanked him.  

 The leper came back and adored Jesus, he bowed before the king of glory. 

 you cannot worship the God whom you do not appreciate. 

 There is a strong link between grace and gratitude  

Grace begins when one person is full and another is empty. One person is a have and the other 

a have-not. One is rich; the other is poor. Then grace comes into action as the emptiness of one 

is filled up by the fullness of the other. What we do not have is supplied by what he has. Our 

poverty is replaced by his wealth. And all that not because we deserve it, but because Jesus is 

gracious. Illustration of grace and gratitude – on slide 

 

         Grace in action    

                   

   Gratitude in action 

 

 

 

 When the grace of Jesus penetrates the human heart, it rebounds back to God as gratitude. 

Christian gratitude is grace reflected back to God in the happiness we feel toward Jesus. 

 In our relationships, gratitude opens up room for deeper intimacy. 

Jesus 

Full 

Has all 

Rich 

Peaceful 

You 

 

EMPTY 
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5. Gratitude creates the environment for a greater harvest. 

 This leper received way more than the other 9. 

Luke 17: 19 Then he told the man, “Get up, and go home! Your faith has made you well.” 

 The grateful leper got to know how he got the healing. It means that he could reproduce the 

same result in other situations. The other 9 went thinking their shouting got them the results 

and yet it was their faith that got them the results. 

 What you appreciate appreciates - anything that appreciates has more value over time. 

 The power of expressed gratitude was the pattern we see in the life of Jesus – look with a 

few examples of this 

5.1 Jesus gave thanks before breaking the bread that fed the 4000 men 

Matthew 15:36 And He took the seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks, broke them and 

gave them to His disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitude. 

 

5.2 Jesus gave thanks for answered prayers before the resurrection of Lazarus  

John 11:40 – 43 “So they rolled the stone aside. Then Jesus looked up to heaven and said, 

“Father, thank you for hearing me. You always hear me, but I said it out loud for the sake of all 

these people standing here, so that they will believe you sent me. 43 Now when He had said 

these things, He cried with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come forth!” 

 

5.3 He gave thanks for the blood of the new covenant  

Luke 22:17, 17 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and said, Take this, and divide it among 

yourselves:… 19 And he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 

This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of me 

 

 


