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Colossians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your 

love for all the saints; 

 

Today, we will be finishing off our series on Strategies for the secret place. A couple of weeks 

ago, I began teaching you on the need to mature in the way you pray. I said maturity in the 

secret place covers the quality, the type and the quantity of prayers. There is a need for us to 

grow in our prayer life. 

I want to finish off this series by doing Maturity in the secret place part 3. I intend to bring to 

your attention yet another dimension of prayer that every believer need to engage in. Last time 

we spoke about the type of prayer called Governmental prayers and today I want to talk about 

Apostolic prayers. 

 

1. What are Apostolic Prayers 

• When you look at the ministry of the Apostles, you will find that they are called by God to 

build the foundation of the church and they do so by bearing witness to the resurrected 

Christ, by their teaching, and by prayer. 

• In the Bible, you will find that apostles were noted for their prayerfulness – it tells you that 

most of the laying of foundations, takes place in the secret place. 

• You will also find that most of the letters written by Paul, involved a lot of praying whereby 

he prayed for the saints. 

• When we talk about apostolic prayers, we are also talking about prayers that get to the heart 

of building and establishing foundations in people’s lives. 

• If the church is going to have strong foundations, we need to tap into the dimension of 

apostolic prayers from time to time. 
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2. How to engage in apostolic prayers 

• There is a way to engage in this type of prayer – it is uncommon and very few people get to 

actively engage themselves in this type of prayer. 

• The reason why it is uncommon, it is because apostolic prayers are a matter of the heart and 

it is contrary to human nature. 

• Let’s have a deeper look at the portion of scriptures we read in Colossians. 

Colossians 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 2 

To the saints and faithful brethren in Christ who are in Colosse: Grace to you and peace from 

God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 

 

2.1 Apostolic prayers are selfless and outward focused 

• Paul introduced himself as an apostle of Christ by the will of God who had a mandate to 

look out for the saints in Colosse. 

• Jesus needs to have full possession of you for you to pray apostolic prayers.  

• He took the responsibility to pray for the saints – I can tell you now that it takes a selfless 

person to carry another person’s burden as if it was yours. 

• The power of apostolic prayers is that you step right into the ministry of Jesus – the 

ministry of intercession or that of a watchman. 

• It takes a different heart to stand in the gap for another without being noticed – that is why 

the ministry of intercession is a precious ministry and most rewarding in the spirit. 

• We find it easy to fast for ourselves but God is calling you to another level of maturity in 

prayer – that of being outward looking. 

 

2.2 Apostolic prayers come from a caring heart 

Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 

for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 

• Paul expresses his care for the saints by how he gives thanks to the Lord for them 

• He is thankful for the saints’ spiritual progress, which shows a great deal about his heart. 

• Many do not rejoice when others succeed, whether spiritually, socially, or vocationally. 

• In the absence of a caring spirit, you will not pray for others – you will be fixated by why 

you are not as successful and that will prompt you to pray more for yourself. 
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• The presence of the spirit of jealousy and envy will make you incapable of engaging in true 

prayer.  

• When you care for someone, you will naturally develop a burden for them 

• In the absence of a burden, apostolic prayers will be short lived – many of you will start 

straight after this message but without a burden it will die a natural death. 

• Ask God for a heart like Jesus – a heart that cares enough to have a burden for people 

around us. 

 

2.3 Apostolic prayers take consistence  

Colossians 1:3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 

for you, 

• My exposure to the construction industry has shown that it takes longer to lay the 

foundation that it does to build the rest of the structure. 

• Apostles lay the foundations and as such apostolic prayers build Christian foundations in 

the people’s lives. 

• Paul says he prays for them always – it takes consistence to birth things in the spirit. Paul 

talks about how he travailed for the Galatians until Christ was fully formed in them. 

• Many people can start the process but very few will stick it out until the job is done – how 

patient are you in your prayers. 

 

2.4 Apostolic prayers require an informed heart 

Colossians 1: 3 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always 

for you, 4 since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 

• Paul heard about their affairs and based on what he heard he prayed for them. 

• How can you correctly pray for me unless you have the correct information about my 

condition? 

• You grow in your maturity in prayer the more informed you are.  

• This might include asking others for their prayer requests so we can constantly lift them up. 

• I believe that Christians ought to be the biggest consumers of current affairs so as to know 

how to pray for the nation and for the world around them. 

 

3. The make up of apostolic prayers 
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• Apostolic prayers deal with people’s faith in God, people’s understanding of the will of 

God and people being established in love and in unity. 

• Let’s consider some apostolic prayers in the word 

 

 

3.1 Prayer for a true knowledge of Jesus  

Ephesians 1:17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the 

spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18 the eyes of your understanding 

being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of 

the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 

 

3.2 Prayer for the release of supernatural strength in the heart 

Ephesians 3:14 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 from 

whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, 16 that He would grant you, according 

to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, 

 

3.3 Prayer to abound in God’s love and for clear headedness  

Philippians 1:9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge 

and all discernment, 10 that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be 

sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness 

which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 

 

3.4 Prayer to know God's will and to be fruitful in ministry 

Colossians 1:9 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 

and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual 

understanding; 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in 

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God; 

 

3.5 Prayer for unity in the church across a city or region 

Romans 15:5 Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be like-minded toward 

one another, according to Christ Jesus, 6 that you may with one mind and one mouth glorify 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 


