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James 1:5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without 

reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who 

doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose 

that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his 

ways. 

 

When you look at life, you will realize that not everything adds value to your life. People who 

make progress in life are those who take time to sift through their lives and determine what 

adds value and what does not. 

 Successful people pay attention to value adding activities whilst not so successful people 

allow anything to have time share in their lives. 

 There are certain things that if you get right, they will have a high impact on your life – you 

need to pursue those things with all you have. 

 There is a parable in the bible of a man who got to know that in a certain field there was 

treasure and he went on to sell everything he owned in order to gather enough money to 

acquire the field – it was all in relation to the kingdom of God (Matthew 13:44). 

 

 This morning I want to talk to you on a subject matter A RADICAL DESIRE FOR 

WISDOM 

Take note, I am talking about a radical desire for wisdom – to what length are you prepare to go 

in pursuit of wisdom. An absence of wisdom in your dealings must be a show stopper 

Like the man in the parable, he was prepared to let go of everything in order to acquire the field 

that had the treasure. He knew that with the treasure all his problems were over. 

 

Lets look at the passage of scripture we have read. There is a context within which this passage 

was written and it is important that we remain true to the context. 

James says If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and 

without reproach, and it will be given to him 

 The context in which this was written was that of one going through fiery trials – it is quite 

clear that in the absence of wisdom, one will not be able to rightly deal with adversity. 

 When going through adversity, you require a different type of wisdom than the wisdom of 

man. 
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 Things are not as they look – you need wisdom from God in order to determine those things 

that are best for you.  

 The big question is what is wisdom – please don’t be quick to answer this one. If it was so 

simple, we should not be having certain problems around us. 

 Simplistically, wisdom is the right application of knowledge and yes this is so but a deeper 

look at wisdom as presented by the Bible shows a different story. It is complex, it is vast, it 

is beyond ones comprehension. 

 Wisdom is like a gift that keeps on giving – it is like trying to describe Jesus as your 

redeemer – yes He is but it is a very compelling principle. 

 Wisdom is the ability to think and act using knowledge, experience, understanding, 

common sense and insight 

 Wisdom will cause you to live an extra-ordinary life 

1. Wisdom increases your capacity to produce 

Proverbs 3:13 Happy is the man who finds wisdom, And the man who gains understanding;14 

For her proceeds are better than the profits of silver, And her gain than fine gold. 

 Wisdom is a high leverage factor - High leverage activities that maximize the efficiency 

and effectiveness of your money, time, and relationships. 

 

2. Wisdom helps you to make better use of your time 

Ephesians 5:15-17 “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the 

best use of the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what 

the will of the Lord is,” 

 Lack of planning wastes time 

 Lack of organization is a huge time waster 

 Procrastinating always wastes time 

 Not putting up boundaries to interruptions 

 Not scheduling social media time 

 Not delegating a certain day for urgent tasks 

 Not delegating things to others wastes your time 

 Saying yes to too many things 

 Not following a routine wastes time 

 Not taking time for yourself 
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3. Wisdom directs you when to speak and when to keep quiet 

Proverbs 10:19 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking, But he who restrains his lips is 

wise. 

Proverbs 29:11 A fool vents all his feelings, But a wise man holds them back. 

 

4. Wisdom teaches you how to ask the right questions 

Do not say, “Why were the old days better than these?” For it is not wise to ask such 

questions. Ecclesiastes 7:10 

 

5. Wisdom will teach you the behaviour that glorifies Jesus 

Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. Let your 

conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer 

everyone. Colossians 4:5-6 

 Men of the world judge religion, not from the profession, but from the life of its friends. 

 

6. Wisdom will not permit your ego to get in the way 

Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those who take advice. Proverbs 

13:10  

The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise. Proverbs 12:15 

 

 With all the benefits related with wisdom, you would think that everyone would radically 

desire wisdom – but this is not the case. 

 In Proverbs, wisdom is personified as a lady crying out in the street, “I am here! I bring 

great blessings!"  

Proverbs 1:20-22 (ESV): Wisdom cries aloud in the street, in the markets she raises her voice; 

at the head of the noisy streets she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: “How 

long, O simple ones, will you love being simple?  

 Everyone is busy doing their own thing – they look at lady wisdom with annoyance and 

disgust – they all have better things to do than to listen to this noisy lady. 

 Her offer is drowned by the busyness of the city – the question is, what are you trying to do 

without lady wisdom by your side? 

 

7. How to get wisdom 
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 James makes it clear that wisdom is a divine gift that is granted by God whenever any 

believer asks. This is the clear teaching of James: 

James 1:5 (ESV): If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 

without reproach, and it will be given him.  

 

7.1 True wisdom is unnatural and strange to a natural man 

 Wisdom is a spiritual act which has very little to do with cognitive development or 

education.  

 It has everything to do with the anointing of God to see what is right and what is wrong, to 

know what to do and when to do it. 

 Our problem is that we fail to see our deficiency and hence we don’t ask. When we ask, we 

don’t ask expecting to receive it 

 James 1: 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the 

sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything 

from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 

 One needs to admit to the lack thereof and then go on journey to seek after it 

 Solomon asked for wisdom and it is this prayer that unlocked the riches of the world. We 

read in 1 Kings 3:8-13 (ESV):  

 Knowledge is taught at school but not wisdom – there is no college of wisdom. 

 When you ask for wisdom, heaven’s windows are opened above you. 

 Cry out to God, and he will answer you and anoint you with wisdom – you ought to expect 

to receive wisdom in order to receive it – ask without doubting 

 

7.2 Walk in the fear of the Lord 

The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight – 

Proverbs 9:10 

 True wisdom finds its true expression in the fear of the Lord. This is not a type of fear that 

brings about torment. 

 The fear of the Lord is a deep abiding, holy reverence and respect for the Lord and for His 

Word. 

 Where there is reverence for God, there is obedience – sometimes we obey what we don’t 

really understand. 

 It is in the process of obedience that understanding will come through. 
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 Obedience is the outward evidence of the fear of the Lord. When we fear God, we will obey 

Him instantly—even if it hurts, even if we don’t understand, even if we can’t see the 

benefit, and to completion. 

 The journey to acquire wisdom will cost you everything – most people are not prepared to 

pay the price 

The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom. Though it cost all you have, get understanding. 

Proverbs 4:7 (NIV). 

 

7.3 How do you know if you are operating in godly wisdom? 

 It is not difficult to identify whether you are walking in wisdom or not – wisdom is known 

by her fruits the bible says. 

James 3:17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 

yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 


