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What comes to mind when you hear the word “radical” - I am sure it depends on the experience 

you had of a person who viewed himself or herself as a radical or your experience when radical 

decisions were implemented around you.  

In other words, it is a word that conjures different emotions because of how loosely society has 

been using it.  

• This brings me to the title of the brand-new series that we will be going through in the 

coming weeks. 

• The title of my message which is an intro to the series is RADICAL LIVING. 

 

Let’s look at different scenarios where the word radical has been used: 

 

 If something is considered extremist or very different from anything that has come before 

it, it is called radical. - Examples of radical innovation include the iPhone, which paved the 

way for the modern smartphone market, and the merging of farming equipment with sensor 

technology that provides farmers with data that is used to alter the farming industry. 

 It is perceived as radical when advocating extreme measures to retain or restore 

fundamental views of a movement or entity.  

 You are considered radical if you favor extreme changes in existing views, habits and 

conditions.  

You will discover that radicalism is associated with a desire to bring back the original design of 

a thing – it is motivated by the need to remain true to the ideology of a thing. 

Unfortunately, in trying to restore the purity of a thing, one will be faced with high levels of 

resistance. 

For a system to function effectively, it ought to adhere to its operating manual, it ought to 

remain true to its original intend and purpose.  

If an organization was set up to provide a certain service, the only way to remain relevant to the 

cause, it is to remain true to its mission and vision. 

 When a system is left to itself, it takes on a life of its on and usually it follows the route of 

least resistance.  

 Institutions and organizations are formed by people of a certain conviction and persuasion – 

it takes effort and energy to remain focused. 

 How can we sum up the meaning of radical? 
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Radical means favoring extreme changes in existing views, habits and conditions in order to 

remain true to an identity or a reason for being.  

 Unless you are radical about your life, you will live in autopilot – when an airplane is in 

auto pilot, the pilot is no longer in charge but the computer is doing what it was 

programmed to do. 

 When you put your car in cruise control, you put your foot off the accelerator and the car 

will cruise at a predetermined speed. 

 Unfortunately, many lives are like that – there is no more drive and passion.  

 In the absence of being in charge, your life deteriorates into anarchy so to speak.   

Proverbs 29:18 

Berean Study Bible 

Where there is no vision, the people cast off restraint; but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

 

New King James Version 

Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; But happy is he who keeps the law. 

 

Contemporary English Version 

Without guidance from God law and order disappear, but God blesses everyone who obeys his 

Law. 

 

International Standard Version 

Without prophetic vision, people abandon restraint, but those who obey the Law are happy. 

 

 As we embark into the new year – someone needs to decide to take charge again of their 

lives. 

 At the end of last year or sometime during these past years, things got tough for you in 

certain areas and you decided not to confront your issues any more. 

 Radical people do not allow inertia to have the final say – God created you to shape things, 

God created you to frame your world. 

 The question is, how are you going to approach your life as we set out on in this new 

decade. 

Matthew 11:12 From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 

violence, and the violent take it by force. 
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 There is nothing timid about the Kingdom of God – it is a kingdom that is forcefully 

advancing. It is a kingdom that can only be experienced by the radical at heart – the violent 

shall take it by force. 

 The devil is called the adversary, the opposer of anything good, the spoiler of the plans of 

God, the tempter of the seed of the woman. 

 Unless you are radical about your spiritual progress, you will remain where you were last 

year. The devil will tell you that reading the bible every is fanatism and you are better than 

that. 

 The devil will tell you that you are going too far in this religion thing – take it easy. 

Pharaoh told the Israelites to go worship but not to go far away – Exodus 8:28.  

 Unless you are radical about your personal development, you will remain where you are. In 

this fast-paced world if you do not develop yourself, you will quickly become obsolete and 

unemployable. Some of you need to register for short courses, some of you need to finish 

up your study programs – there is no time for procrastination. 

1 Timothy 4:16 (AMP) Pay close attention to yourself [concentrate on your personal 

development] and to your teaching; persevere in these things [hold to them], for as you do this 

you will ensure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you. 

 Unless you become radical about your relationships, some of them will die natural deaths – 

if you are married, what are you going to do to keep the fire burning. 

 If you are single and desire to get married, what are you going to do to make yourself ready 

for your spouse. 

Colossians 3:12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, 

kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one 

another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also 

must do. 

  Unless you are radical about serving God, you will remain a bench warmer the whole year 

– this is not your portion. When you love someone, you want to do good to them – what are 

you going to do for the Lord this year. This church is not complete without your 

involvement.  

Why are we expected to be radical with our lives – are we proposing something completely 

new? 

The Gospel is radical at its foundation 
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1. Your salvation was radically delivered 

 God came down in human form – Jesus was disrobed of His divinity and took on the lowly 

state of humanity. 

 It was not possible to take short cuts – you were too precious for heaven to gamble with 

your salvation. 

 Jesus the son of God died the death of a sinner – He was subjected to violence in order to 

redeem you 

Colossians 1:20 and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether things on earth or 

things in heaven, by making peace through the blood of His cross. 

 Only the sinless blood of Jesus could satisfy the demand of God’s holiness 

 Leviticus 17:11 says sin cannot be forgiven without the shedding of blood – sin takes away 

life, life is required to regain life. 

 

2. Jesus presented a radical gospel 

 There is nothing sheepish about Jesus – I don’t know what picture you have in your mind of 

Jesus. Remove the picture of a baby Jesus in the manger and replace it with the lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the commander of the heavenly host, the judge, the soon coming king, the 

great lover of His church. 

 Look closely with me at some statements that were uttered by Jesus as He introduced the 

new kingdom – it was a shock to the prevailing culture and system.  

 

2.1 Deny Yourself and Follow Me 

If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

Luke 9:23 

 This is opposed to the self-serving gospel we are hearing these days - a willingness to part 

with all our earthly comforts and temporal enjoyments for the sake of Christ, when called to 

do so (self-denial, gospel suffering and gospel service). 

 

2.2 Become a Servant 

It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and 

whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be 

served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. Matthew 20:26-28 
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 True greatness in the kingdom of Christ is achieved through serving – this is radical indeed 

in our contemporary world where everyone is looking for a secretary to serve them  

 

2.3 Sell Your Stuff and Give to the Poor 

And Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” Mark 

10:21 

 Jesus was radical about kingdom principles – His value system was totally different from 

the worldly value system. 

 It is being radical to determine what is of worth to you based on how it impacts your 

spiritual value. 

2.4 Blessed Are the Persecuted 

Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you and revile you and spurn 

your name as evil, on account of the Son of Man! Luke 6:22 

 Jesus was challenging the culture of following the route of least resistance by elevating the 

blessedness of standing for righteousness. 

 We are in a world that says if it feels good then it must be God but if it hurts it must be the 

devil. 

 

2.5 Do Not Be Anxious About Your Life 

Therefore do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall 

we wear?' 32 "For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that 

you need all these things. 33 "But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 

these things shall be added to you. Matthew 6:31 - 33 

 Our desire to control the outcomes of life’s events has caused all sorts of problems – our 

peace is determined by our certain we are about the future. 

 Jesus radically counteracts that by asking you not be worrisome about those things. 

 

2.6 An advancing kingdom 

"And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates 

of Hades shall not prevail against it. Matthew 16:18 

 

 


