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James 2:1-5 (NIV) 

1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 

favoritism. 2 Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and 

a poor man in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special attention to the man 

wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You 

stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves 

and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God 

chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom 

he promised those who love him? 

 

This morning we are continuing with our series on Radical Living. So far we have covered the 

following: 

1. Radical Living – (the meaning) 

2. Radical in the face of adversity 

3. Radical in Prayer 

4. Radical with the word 

5. Radical desire for wisdom 

 

For a moment, I want everyone to stand up and look around; what do you see – you see black 

people, white people, foreigners, old and young, short and tall and so forth. Thank you, you can 

take your seats. 

Thank you for helping me to introduce my sermon title – I want to talk to you on the subject 

matter RADICAL IN OUR DIVERSITY. 

There has never been an issue that has built and at the same time destroyed communities.  

Our differences were never meant to be a source of conflict but a source of strength. 

You can think of the largest genocide in Africa that took place in Rwanda in 1994 – it was a 

case of the enmity between the Tutsis and the Hutus. 

The passage of scripture we have read gives us a situation that was prevailing in the church in 

the days of the apostle James and he decided to deal with it. 

 The problem was that the church was caught up in favoritism, segregation and classism – 

that does not sound like something that should be found in the church of Christ. 

 We cannot ignore this issue and burry our heads in the sand, hoping that things will 

normalize on their own. 
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 Again, talking about the Rwanda genocide – it was sparked by some favouritism that began 

way back on 1916. 

o When the Belgian colonists arrived in 1916, they produced identity cards classifying 

people according to their ethnicity. 

o The Belgians considered the Tutsis to be superior to the Hutus. the Tutsis welcomed 

this idea, and for the next 20 years they enjoyed better jobs and educational 

opportunities than their neighbours. 

 What was the basis of the segregation by the Belgians – it was based on external 

appearances. 

 The struggle between Joseph and his brothers was also partly because Jacob preferred 

Joseph over his brothers 

 The church was and is still suffering from class divisions – the divisions and favoritism we 

see today is based on human judgement and has nothing to do with the intrinsic value of a 

person or a thing. 

 In the days of James, the poor were highly marginalized, they were not served with the 

same attention and excellence. 

 The poor were seen purely as a nuisance and an inconvenience to the order of service. 

 James saw the behavior of favoritism as a foreign concept in the body of Christ 

James 2:1 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 

favoritism. 

 In other words, there are behaviors that should not be found or even tolerated among 

believers – people who practice Christianity. 

 The church was founded by Jesus and Jesus shows no favoritism – it is surprising that we 

have become comfortable with being in homogenous settings; if someone does not talk 

your language, then they don’t deserve your attention. 

Proverbs 20:23 (TPT) 23 The Lord hates double standards— that’s hypocrisy at its worst! 

 

Proverbs 11:1 (TPT)11 To set high standards for someone else, and then not live up to them 

yourself, is something that God truly hates. But it pleases him when we apply the right 

standards of measurement. 

 

 The church is supposed to be a place where diversity and differences are celebrated – 

unfortunately a Sunday morning is one of the most divided times in South Africa. 
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 On a Sunday morning, the rainbow nation goes under ground – People have become 

comfortable with calling churches in terms of their dominant outlook (white church, black 

church, Venda church, Congolese church etc.) 

 Without going ahead of myself, at the center of every form of favoritism and segregation is 

the evil propensities in the heart of man   

James 5: 3 If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, “Here’s a 

good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit on the floor by my 

feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 

 The evil in our hearts has robbed us of the ability to express the heart of God to the people 

around us. 

 We make judgements based on what we see on the outside but God judges us based on 

what is in our hearts. 

 You secretly prefer outward pomp before inward grace, and the things that are seen before 

those which are not seen. 

 Someone poor on the outside, could as well be very rich on the inside when they carry Jesus 

the Lord. 

 In matters of religion, rich and poor stand on the same level; no man's riches can bring him 

closer to God, nor does any man's poverty set him at a distance from God. 

 The standard with which we judge people around us, will determine how we treat them, 

even in church circles. 

o The rich looking person gets the front seat in your life opinion and life 

o The good-looking girl is preferred for a job post, regardless of her qualifications 

o Bigger churches are preferred to smaller and upcoming churches, regardless of 

where God wants you to fellowship 

o You call him by his title of pastor when it suits you, how about honoring the calling 

over that man. I am very close to pastor Paul but I have chosen to call him pastor 

even when I don’t feel like it. 

 All undue honouring of worldly greatness and riches should especially be watched against 

in Christian societies – what determines how much access someone has to the pastor? 

 In the absence of being radical in our diversity, the church will continue being a place of 

division and separation. 

 In order to be radical in our diversity, we ought to have a biblical view with regards to 

diversity. 
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 When you do not see your world as God sees it, what was meant to be edifying becomes a 

point of conflict and distress. 

 In this world, you will have poor people around you, you will have rich people around you, 

you will have people of a lighter persuasion around you, people of a darker persuasion 

around you, people who did not share the same womb as you – the big question is what are 

we are supposed to do with all that Greek salad around and why do we even have to live in 

such a space. 

 Today I am going to just going to cover the first point around a biblical view of diversity. 

 Are you ready? 

 

1. Diversity is a God-created good  

 God in His own nature and make up is diverse and yet extremely unified. God as one in 

being and three in person is a picture of how human society should exist. 

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God ('elohiym) created the heaven and the earth 2 And the earth 

was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God 

('elohiym) moved upon the face of the waters.3 And God ('elohiym) said, Let there be light: and 

there was light. 

 The triune nature of God calls His creation into a state of unity in its diversity.  

 When one takes time to look at creation, you will discover that it reflects this unity in 

diversity. 

 All the diversity in creation was created, united and held together in Christ. 

Colossians 1:15-17 (NIV) 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For in him all 

things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 

before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

 The diversity in creation is not a source of division but differences that work together in 

obedience to God the creator.  

 In essence, diversity is a created gift from God that reflects part of God’s own nature.  

 At creation there was a high level of collaboration and unity in what God created. 

Unfortunately, the entrance of sin brought about a new norm that said “anything that is 

different from me ought to be avoided or attacked”. 

 

 


